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AN ACT to amend the public housing law, in relation to the keeping of
certain household pets by persons sixty years of age or older in
bui | di ngs operated by the New York city housing authority

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public housing law is anended by adding a new section
223-c to read as foll ows:

S 223-C. DI SCRIM NATI ON AGAI NST PERSONS WHO HAVE CERTAI N HOUSEHOLD
PETS I N NEW YORK CI TY HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY BUI LDI NGS. 1. NO PERSON WHO IS
SI XTY YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER SHALL BE DENI ED OCCUPANCY IN A DWELLING IN
ANY HOUSI NG PROJECT OPERATED BY THE NEW YORK CI TY HOUSI NG AUTHORITY OR
BE SUBJECTED TO EVI CTI ON FROM ANY SUCH DWELLI NG ON THE SOLE GROUND THAT
SUCH PERSON HAS A COMMON HOUSEHOLD PET WHICH WLL OR DOES RESIDE W TH
SUCH PERSON THEREI N

2. THE NEW YORK CI TY HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS
FOR THE KEEPI NG OF COMMON HOUSEHOLD PETS BY PERSONS SI XTY YEARS OF ACE
OR OLDER WHO RESIDE I N A DWELLI NG I N HOUSI NG OPERATED BY SUCH AUTHORI TY.
SUCH REGULATI ONS MAY | NCLUDE CONSI DERATI ON, AFTER CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
TENANTS OF SUCH HOUSI NG PRQJECT, OF OTHER REASONABLE FACTORS TO GOVERN
THE KEEPING OF COVWON HOUSEHOLD PETS SUCH AS DENSI TY OF TENANTS, PET
S| ZE, BREED, POTENTI AL FI NANCI AL OBLI GATI ONS OF TENANTS, AND STANDARDS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF PET CARE. SUCH REGULATIONS MAY |INCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO
REQUI RI NG ALL PET OMERS TO COWVPLY W TH:

(A) | NOCULATI ONS AND LI CENSI NG MANDATED BY STATE AND LOCAL LAWS, |F
APPLI| CABLE;

(B) SANI TARY STANDARDS GOVERNI NG THE DI SPOSAL OF PET WASTE;

(C) PET RESTRAINT | N COMMON AREAS;

(D) ALTERNATE CARETAKERS IN THE CASE OF SI CKNESS OR | NCAPACI TY OF THE
PET OMNNER;

(E) ANY FINANCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TIES FOR THE REASONABLE COSTS DI RECTLY
ATTRI BUTABLE TO ANY DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE PET, |INCLUDING THE COST OF
REPAI RS AND REPLACEMENTS THERETO, AND

(F) THE APPEALS PROCESS FOR THE ATTEMPTED REMOVAL OF A PET PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. ANY PET WHOSE CONDUCT OR CONDI TION |'S DULY DETERM NED TO CONSTI TUTE
A NUI SANCE OR A THREAT TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF THE OTHER OCCUPANTS OF
THE SAME PRQIECT, OR OF OIHER PERSONS |N THE COWUN TY WHERE SUCH
PRQJECT | S LOCATED, MAY BE REMOVED BY THE NEW YORK CI TY HOUSI NG AUTHORI -
TY, PUBLIC HEALTH OFFI CER HAVING JURI SDI CTIQN, OR OTHER APPROPRI ATE
AUTHORITY OF THE COWUNITY WHERE SUCH PRQIECT |S LOCATED; PROVI DED,
HONEVER, THAT PRI OR TO THE REMOVAL OF ANY PET, THE NEW YORK CI TY HOUSI NG
AUTHORI TY, PUBLI C HEALTH OFFI CER HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON, OR OTHER APPROPRI -
ATE AUTHORI TY OF THE COVWMUNI TY, WH CHEVER THE CASE MAY BE, MJST PROVI DE
THE PET OANER W TH A WRI TTEN STATEMENT THAT SETS FORTH THE BASI S FOR THE
REMOVAL. THE PET OMER SHALL BE ABLE TO APPEAL SUCH WRI TTEN FI NDI NGS.
FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON A NUI SANCE MEANS THE SUBSTANTI AL | NTERFER-
ENCE WTH THE HEALTH, SAFETY, AND COMFORT OF THE OTHER TENANTS OF THE
HOUSI NG PROJECT, OR OF OTHER PERSONS | N THE COMMUNI TY WHERE SUCH HOUSI NG
PRQJECT | S LOCATED.

4. ANY AGREEMENT BY A LESSEE OR TENANT WAI VI NG OR MODI FYI NG THE RI GHTS
CONTAINED I N THI' S SECTI ON FOR THE KEEPI NG OF COVWON HOUSEHOLD PETS BY
PERSONS SI XTY YEARS OF ACE OR OLDER SHALL BE VO D AS CONTRARY TO PUBLI C
POLI CY.

5. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM "COWON HOUSEHOLD PET"
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO A DOG CAT, BIRD, OR FI SH.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of June in the year next
succeeding the year in which it shall have becone a |aw;, provided that
any regulations required for the inplenentation of this act shall be
pronmul gated at | east 30 days prior to such effective date.



