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STATE OF NEW YORK

3434
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 9, 2015

I ntroduced by Sen. YOUNG -- (at request of the Legislative Conm ssion on
Rural Resources) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed
to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to direct the conmm ssioner of agriculture and markets to issue a
report assessing the use and devel opnent of precision agriculture in
the state with reconmendati ons pertaining to rural broadband accessi -
bility, wuse and support for the farmers, as well as cost savings and
hi gher crop yield

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby enacts this act
to evaluate the practicality, costs and benefits of precision agricul-
ture for the state's farnmers, as well as the accessibility of broadband
to farners to facilitate data analysis, and increase the efficiency and
productivity of farms throughout the state.

S 2. The conm ssioner of agriculture and markets, in consultation with
the New York state broadband program office of the enpire state devel op-
ment corporation, shall conpile and issue a report to assess the use and
devel opnent of precision agriculture in the state and nake recomrenda-
tions pertaining to any necessary technical support, accessibility of
broadband w th particular focus in rural areas of the state, and a cost
benefit analysis of precision agriculture. The report of the comm ssion-
er shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) definitions of precision agriculture and site-specific farm ng;

(b) statistics of use by farmers in the state;

(c) statistics of crop yields with the use of precision agriculture as
conpared to traditional methods;

(d) statistics of rural broadband availability, with particul ar enpha-
sis on agricultural |and;

(e) availability of suitable global positioning services;

(f) environnental inpacts of precision agriculture;
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(g) cost analyses of the wuse of precision agriculture, including
start-up costs and affordability;

(h) reconmendations regarding technology support including, but not
limted to, technol ogical delivery and broadband access to renote and
underrepresent ed geographi c areas;

(i) reconmendations for regulatory review pertaining to precision
agriculture and the encouragenent for the use thereof;

(j) addressing barriers to the inplenentation of precision agriculture
systens in the state; and

(k) recommendations related to farmer privacy and the sharing of el ec-
tronic informtion.

S 3. The conmm ssioner of agriculture and markets shall submt such
report on or before Novenber 1, 2015 to the governor, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



