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STATE OF NEW YORK

2602--B
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 26, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. LATIMER, MARCHI ONE -- read twi ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Education --
commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said conmttee -- conmttee discharged, bill amended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to requiring a study and
report on the total cost of developing all student assessnents and to
establish a content review committee to review standardi zed test itens
and passages; and naki ng an appropriation therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 53 to read as foll ows:

53. A. THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL UNDERTAKE A STUDY TO DETERM NE THE TOTAL
COST OF DEVELOPI NG ALL STUDENT ASSESSMENTS, | NCLUDI NG THE TOTAL COST OF
PREPARI NG STUDENTS FOR ALL ASSESSMENTS, THE TOTAL COST OF ADM NI STERI NG
ALL ASSESSMENTS, AND THE TOTAL COST OF GRADI NG AND REVI EW NG ALL ASSESS-
MENTS | N THE TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN SCHOOL YEAR

B. THI S STUDY REQUI RED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL RESULT IN A REPORT, WH CH DETAILS ALL SAI D COSTS AND SHALL BE
FI LED WTH THE GOVERNOR, THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF THE BUDGET, THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE
CHAIR OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE, THE CHAI R OF THE SENATE
FI NANCE COW TTEE AND THE CHAI RS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE EDUCATI ON
COW TTEES. SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO BE POSTED ON THE WEBSI TE OF THE
DEPARTMENT BY DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN AND SHALL BE
DEEMED A PUBLI C DOCUMENT.

C. THE COWM SSI ONER S STUDY SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, THE
FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON:

(1) THE TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENT ASSESSMENTS ADM NI STERED |IN EACH
SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE STATE. TH'S SHALL | NCLUDE A COUNT OF STATE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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REQUI RED ASSESSMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS WHI CH ARE LOCALLY OR COMVERCI ALLY
DEVELOPED ASSESSMENTS WHI CH ARE ADM NI STERED BY PUBLI C SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS
AND THE TOTAL NUVBER OF ASSESSMENTS EACH STUDENT COHORT WAS ADM NI STERED
ON AVERAGE FROM Kl NDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE TWELVE DURI NG THE TWO THOU-
SAND FOURTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN SCHOOL YEAR;

(2) THE TOTAL COST OF STUDENT ASSESSMENTS ADM NI STERED | N EACH SCHOOL
DISTRICT IN THE STATE. THE TOTAL COST SHALL BE DI SAGGREGATED TO DETER-
M NE THE AMOUNT OF PUBLIC FUNDS WHI CH WERE EXPENDED ON NON SCHOOL
DI STRI CT EMPLOYEES, VENDORS, AND OTHER ENTI TIES W TH WHI CH THE STATE AND
SCHOOL DI STRICTS CONTRACT FOR STUDENT ASSESSMENT PURPQOSES | NCLUDI NG
PURCHASE AND LI CENSI NG COSTS, TEST DEVELOPMENT, TEST BOOKLETS, SCORI NG
SHEETS AND SCORI NG COSTS;

(3) LOG STICAL, PREPARATI ON AND ADM NI STRATI ON COSTS | NCLUDI NG, BUT
NOT LIMTED TO DI STRIBUTING AND COLLECTING ASSESSMENT MATERIALS,
ASSESSMENT DI RECTI ONS, AND STORI NG MATERI ALS;

(4) COST OF TEST PREPARATI ON MATERI ALS;

(5) COST OF DATA COACHES;

(6) COST OF DATA ANALYSI S OR DASHBOARD SYSTEMS, | NFORMVATI ON TECHNOLOGY
MAI NTENANCE, PURCHASE, OR UPGRADE;

(7) COST OF PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT FOCUSED PRI MARI LY ON STUDENT
ASSESSMENT DATA,;

(8) COST OF TRAI NI NG FOR TEST ADM NI STRATORS AND PROCTORS;

(9) PER-PUPIL COSTS OF ANY ADDI TI ONAL ASSESSMENTS ADM NI STERED TO
STUDENT SUBGROUPS | NCLUDI NG ENGLI SH LANGUAGE LEARNERS, STUDENTS RECEI V-
| NG | NTERVENTI ON OR REMEDI ATI ON SERVI CES, STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI Tl ES,
AND ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED STUDENTS; AND

(10) ANY OTHER COSTS RELATED TO STUDENT ASSESSMENTS.

D. IN ADD TION, THE STUDY SHALL DETERM NE THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TI ME
SPENT BY SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS, TEACHERS, AND STUDENTS ON STUDENT
ASSESSMENTS AND ASSOCI ATED ACTI VI TI ES DURI NG THE TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN-
- TWDO THOUSAND FI FTEEN SCHOOL YEAR. THI'S SHALL |INCLUDE TIME SPENT BY
STUDENTS TAKI NG ALL STATE AND DI STRI CT ASSESSMENTS; TI ME SPENT BY SCHOOL
ADM NI STRATORS AND TEACHERS FOR ADM NI STRATI VE TASKS SUCH AS DI STRI BUT-
| NG AND COLLECTI NG ANSVERI NG SHEETS AND G VI NG DI RECTI ONS, AND THE TOTAL
AMOUNT OF TI ME SPENT PREPARI NG STUDENTS TO TAKE THE ASSESSMENTS. Tl ME
RELATED DATA COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE DI SAGGREGATED
BY THE FOLLOWNG STUDENT GROUPS: ENGLI SH LANGUAGE LEARNERS, STUDENTS
RECEI VI NG | NTERVENTI ON OR REMEDI ATI ON SERVI CES, STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI -
TI ES, GENERAL EDUCATI ON STUDENTS, AND ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED
STUDENTS.

E. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL SUBM T THE METHODOLOGY USED TO CALCULATE THE
COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH STUDENT ASSESSMENTS TO THE COMPTROLLER BEFORE THE
COW SSI ONER  CONDUCTS THE STUDY PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE COWP-
TROLLER SHALL MAKE A WRI TTEN ANALYSI S OF THE METHODOLOGY USED BY THE
COW SSI ONER TO DETERM NE THE COSTS ASSCCI ATED W TH STUDENT ASSESSMENTS.
THE COVMPTROLLER S ANALYSI S SHALL | NCLUDE A DETERM NATI ON ABOUT THE QUAL-
ITY OF THE METHODOLOGY USED BY THE COWM SSI ONER AND THE EXTENT TO WHI CH
THE METHODOLOGY W LL RESULT I N AN ANALYSI S THAT PROPERLY ACCOUNTS FOR
THE ACTUAL COSTS | NCURRED BY SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ON STUDENT ASSESSMENTS AND
RELATED ACTI VI Tl ES.

S 2. Section 305 of the education |awis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 54 to read as foll ows:

54. A. THE COWMM SSI ONER SHALL UNDERTAKE A STATE-W DE SURVEY OF SCHOOL
ADM NI STRATORS AND TEACHERS ABOUT THE TI ME THEY SPEND ON TEST PREPARA-
TI ON FOR EACH STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND THE | MPACT OF TEST PREPARATION ON
THE QUALITY OF | NSTRUCTI ON. THE SURVEY SHALL PROVI DE SCHOOL ADM NI STRA-
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TORS AND TEACHER RESPONDENTS ANONYM TY. THE SURVEY SHALL | NCLUDE: THE
| MPACT THAT STUDENT ASSESSMENTS HAVE ON CURRI CULUM THE AMOUNT OF TIME A
TEACHER SPENDS ON TEST- TAKI NG STRATEG ES, SI MULATI NG THE TESTI NG ENVI -
RONVENT, AND ALI GNI NG CURRI CULUM CONTENT TO ASSESSMENTS; THE EXTENT TO
VWHI CH ASSESSMENTS AFFECT |INSTRUCTION TIME FOR DI FFERENT  STUDENT
SUBGROUPS; AND ANY OTHER RELEVANT QUESTI ONS ABOUT THE | MPACT OF STUDENT
ASSESSMENTS ON THE SCHOOL LEARNI NG ENVI RONMENT. | N ADDI TION THE SURVEY
SHALL SCOLICIT RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS AND TEACHERS
REGARDI NG MAKI NG STUDENT ASSESSMENTS COST EFFECTIVE, TIME EFFICl ENT,
SUPPORTI VE OF TEACH NG AND LEARNI NG ALIGNED W TH THE CURRI CULUM AND
FOCUSED ON STUDENT AND TEACHER GROWTH.

B. THIS SURVEY SHALL RESULT IN A REPORT WHI CH DETAILS THE RESULTS AND
CONCLUSI ONS FROM THE SURVEY AND SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE GOVERNOR, THE
DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF THE BUDGET, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE CHAIR OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COW TTEE, THE CHAIR OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE AND THE
CHAI RS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE EDUCATI ON COW TTEES BY DECEMBER THI R-
TY- FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND FI FTEEN. SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO BE POSTED ON THE
VWEBSI TE OF THE DEPARTMENT AND SHALL BE DEEMED A PUBLI C DOCUMENT. THE
REPORT SHALL NOT | NCLUDE ANY | NFORMATI ON WHI CH SPECI FI CALLY | DENTI FI ES
ANY | NDI VI DUAL SCHOCOL ADM NI STRATOR, TEACHER OR PUPI L.

S 3. Section 305 of the education |awis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 51-a to read as foll ows:

51-A. ON OR BEFORE JUNE FI RST, TWD THOUSAND FI FTEEN, AND EACH YEAR
THEREAFTER, THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL RELEASE A SI GNI FI CANT AMOUNT OF TEST
QUESTI ONS AND CORRESPONDI NG CORRECT ANSWERS FROM EACH OF THE MOST
RECENTLY ADM NI STERED ENGLI SH LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATHEMATI CS EXAM NATI ONS
IN GRADES THREE THROUGH EI GHT OF THAT YEAR THE NUMBER OF QUESTI ONS AND
ANSWERS RELEASED SHALL NOT BE SO SI GNI FI CANT AS TO HI NDER OR | MPAIR THE
VALIDITY AND/OR RELIABILITY OF FUTURE EXAM NATI ONS BUT SHALL PROVI DE
ENOUGH OF AN OVERVI EW OF EACH EXAM NATI ON SO THAT TEACHERS, ADM NI STRA-
TORS, PRINCIPALS, PARENTS AND STUDENTS CAN BE PROVI DED W TH SUFFI CI ENT
FEEDBACK ON THE TYPES OF QUESTI ONS ADM NI STERED AND, BY JULY FI RST, TWD
THOUSAND FI FTEEN, AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
RELEASE THE GENERAL STUDENT SUCCESS RATE I N ANSWERI NG SUCH QUESTI ONS
CORRECTLY.

S 4. The sum of eight mllion four hundred thousand dollars
($8, 400, 000), or so nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-
priated to the departnent of education out of any noneys in the state
treasury in the general fund to the credit of the state purposes
account, not otherw se appropriated, and nmade i nmedi ately avail able, for
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of subdivision 51-a of
section 305 of the education | aw, as added by section three of this act
and for creating and printing nore forns of state standardi zed assess-
ments in order to elimnate stand-alone nultiple choice field tests and
release a significant anmount of test questions. Such noneys shall be
payabl e on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the comm ssioner of education in the manner
prescri bed by | aw.

S 5. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 55 to read as foll ows:

55. THE COVMM SSI ONER | S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO ESTABLI SH A CONTENT
REVIEW COW TTEE FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVI EW NG ANY STANDARDI ZED TEST
| TEMS AND/ OR SELECTED PASSAGES FOR USE ON STATE ASSESSMENTS | N GRADES
THREE THROUGH EIGHT TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE GRADE APPROPRI ATE AND THAT
THE COVPLEXI TY OF THE | TEMS AND PASSAGES ARE W THI N GRADE- LEVEL EXPECTA-
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TIONS. SUCH COW TTEE SHALL ALSO ENSURE THAT ANY TEST |ITEMS AND/ OR
SELECTED PASSACGES ARE FAI R AND APPROPRI ATELY MEASURE THE LEARNI NG STAND-
ARDS APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS APPLI CABLE TO SUCH SUBJECT AND/ OR
GRADE LEVEL. SUCH COW TTEE SHALL ALSO ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE AND APPRO
PRI ATE TIME | S G VEN TO STUDENTS FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF SUCH ASSESS-
MENTS, PROVI DED HONEVER THAT SUBDI VI SI ON FORTY-NINE OF THI S SECTI ON MUST
BE COWLIED WTH THE CONTENT REVI EW COW TTEE SHALL | NCLUDE CLASSROOM
TEACHERS AND EXPERI ENCED EDUCATORS IN THE CONTENT AREA AND) OR GRADE
LEVEL OF THE | TEMS/ PASSAGES BEING REVIEVED, | NCLUDI NG TEACHERS OF
STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES AND ENGLI SH LANGUAGE LEARNERS.
S 6. This act shall take effect imediately.



