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STATE OF NEW YORK

255--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by Sen. DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations -- recomritted to the Conmttee on Investigations and
Government Operations in accordance wth Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to amend the tax law, in relation to establishing a gift for
preserving religious |andmarks on personal incone tax forns; to anend
the state finance law, in relation to establishing the preserving
religious |landmarks fund; and to anend the parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation law, in relation to establishing a grant program
to preserve inner-city houses of worship

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The tax law is anended by adding a new section 629-b to
read as foll ows:

S 629-B. G FT FOR PRESERVI NG RELI G OQUS LANDVARKS. EFFECTI VE FOR ANY
TAX YEAR COMMENCI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN
AN |INDIVIDUAL |IN ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY ELECT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE
PRESERVI NG RELI G OQUS LANDVARKS FUND. SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON SHALL BE I N ANY
VHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL NOT REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF STATE TAX OWED BY
SUCH | NDIVIDUAL. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | NCLUDE SPACE ON THE PERSONAL
| NCOVE TAX RETURN TO ENABLE A TAXPAYER TO MAKE SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON
NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW ALL REVENUE COLLECTED PURSU
ANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CREDI TED TO THE PRESERVI NG RELI G OQUS LAND-
MARKS FUND AND USED ONLY FOR THOSE PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON NI NE-
TY-FI VE-1 OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 2. The state finance |aw is anended by adding a new section 95-i to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 95-1. PRESERVI NG RELI G OQUS LANDMARKS FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTAB-
LI SHED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COVMM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE
AND THE STATE COWTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOMN AS THE " PRESERVI NG
RELI G OQUS LANDMARKS FUND'.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED TWENTY-NI NE-B OF THE TAX LAW ALL
REVENUES RECElI VED PURSUANT TO APPROPRI ATI ONS BY THE LEQ SLATURE, AND ALL
MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND
OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NO MONEYS CREDI TED TO SUCH FUND PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED TWENTY- NI NE-B OF THE TAX LAW SHALL BE DEEMED TO
AUTHORI ZE THE REDUCTI ON OF THE AMOUNT OF MONI ES OTHERW SE APPROPRI ATED
TO THE OFFI CE OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON.

3. THE MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE OFFICE OF
PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG
GRANTS TO RELIG OQUS ORGAN ZATI ONS FOR THE PRESERVATI ON OF | NNER-CI TY
HOUSES OF WORSHI P USED AND OCCUPI ED BY SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON 14.11 OF THE PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON LAW

4. THE MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE PAID OUT ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT
OF THE STATE COWTROLLER ON VOUCHERS CERTIFIED OR APPROVED BY THE
COW SSI ONER OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON, OR BY AN
OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HI STORIC
PRESERVATI ON DESI GNATED BY SUCH COWM SSI ONER.

S 3. The parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw is anended by
addi ng a new section 14.11 to read as fol |l ows:

S 14.11 PRESERVATI ON OF RELI G OQUS LANDMARKS GRANTS. THE OFFI CE SHALL
DEVELOP, ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM WHI CH PROVI DES ANNUAL GRANTS
TO RELI A OQUS ORGANI ZATI ONS OCCUPYI NG AND UTI LI ZI NG HI STORIC, | NNER-CI TY
HOUSES OF WORSHI P, WHI CH ARE NOT | NCLUDED I N THE NATIONAL REG STER OR
STATE REGQ STER OF HI STORI C PLACES. SUCH GRANTS SHALL BE USED TO RESTORE,
REHABI LI TATE AND PRESERVE SUCH HOUSES OF WORSHI P WHI CH SERVE AS | MPOR-
TANT | CONS TO THE COVWWUNI TI ES IN WH CH THEY ARE LOCATED.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



