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STATE OF NEW YORK

2206--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 22, 2015

Introduced by Sens. LARKIN, ADDABBO, CARLUCCI, PANEPINTO -- read tw ce
and ordered printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee

on Mental Health and Devel opnental Disabilities -- recommtted to the
Committee on Mental Health and Devel opnental Disabilities in accord-
ance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- commttee discharged, bill anended,

ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
peer support programfor veterans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
7.42 to read as foll ows:

S 7.42 PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM FOR VETERANS.

(A) FOR THE PURPOSE OF THI S SECTI ON THE TERM "PEER SUPPORT SERVI CES"
SHALL MEAN ANY SERVI CE DESI GNATED BY THE OFFICE USED IN THE TREATMENT
AND RECOVERY OF MENTAL | LLNESS, ALCOHOL ABUSE, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, AND/ OR
CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE THAT | S DELI VERED BY A CERTI FI ED PEER COUNSELOR;, AND
THE TERM " CERTI FI ED PEER COUNSELOR' SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL, WHO HAS
APPLI ED TO AND BEEN CERTI FI ED BY THE OFFI CE, W TH PERSONAL EXPERI ENCE AS
A MENTAL HEALTH RECI Pl ENT AND/ OR AN | NDI VI DUAL | N RECOVERY FROM ALCOHOL
ABUSE, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, AND/ OR CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE, WHO HAS SERVED IN
THE ACTIVE M LITARY OR NAVAL SERVI CE OF THE UNI TED STATES AND HAS BEEN
RELEASED FROM SUCH SERVI CE OTHERW SE THAN BY DI SHONORABLE DI SCHARGE AND
AS DOCUMENTED BY H S OR HER DI SCHARGE PAPERS OR WHO HAS BEEN FURLOUGHED
TO THE RESERVE COVPONENTS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES WHO
HAS TRAI NI NG CREDENTI ALS OR EXPERI ENCE RECOGNI ZED BY THE OFFI CE.

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE
COW SSI ONER, | N CONJUNCTION WTH THE COWM SSI ONER OF ALCOHOLI SM AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES, AND THE STATE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF
VETERANS' AFFAI RS SHALL DEVELOP AND ESTABLISH A M NI MUM OF TWO REG ONAL
PEER SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRAMS FOR VETERANS. SERVI CES PROVI DED BY THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PEER SUPPORT SERVI CES PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO PEER
COUNSELI NG FOR MENTAL | LLNESS | NCLUDI NG POST- TRAUVATI C STRESS DI SORDER,
ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELING | NFORMATION ON ACCESS TO
SERVI CES, FAM LY SUPPORT SERVICES, AND WHERE APPLI CABLE, SPECI ALI ZED
SERVI CES FOR FEMALE VETERANS.

(© THE COW SSI ONER, IN CONJUNCTION WTH THE COW SSIONER OF THE
OFFI CE OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES AND THE STATE DI RECTOR
O THE DI VISION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS SHALL FOSTER PROGRAMS FOR THE
TRAI NI NG AND DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONS CAPABLE OF PROVIDI NG THE SERVICES
SET FORTH IN TH S SECTION, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, A PROCESS OF
ACCEPTI NG APPLI CATI ONS FOR AND | SSU NG CREDENTI ALS FOR CERTIFIED PEER
COUNSELORS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE FOLLOW NG

1. THE OFFICE SHALL ESTABLISH M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR CERTI FI ED
PEER COUNSELORS I N ALL PHASES OF DELIVERY OF SERVICES TO VETERANS WHO
ARE SUFFERING FROM ANY OR A COMWBI NATION OF THE FOLLOW NG MVENTAL
| LLNESS, ALCOHOL ABUSE, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, AND/ OR CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE THAT
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO COWPLETI ON OF APPROVED COURSES OF
STUDY OR EQUI VALENT ON THE-JOB EXPERI ENCE | N MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELI NG
AND/ OR ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELI NG AND

2. THE OFFI CE SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES FOR ACCEPTI NG APPLI CATI ONS
FOR AND | SSUI NG CREDENTI ALS TO CERTI FI ED PEER COUNSELORS WHO MEET M NI -
MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS, AND SHALL FURTHER ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES TO SUSPEND,
REVOKE, OR ANNUL SUCH CREDENTI ALS FOR GOOD CAUSE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective immediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



