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STATE OF NEW YORK

2023--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 21, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. HASSELL-THOWPSON, MONTGOMVERY, PARKER, PERKI NS,
RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
commtted to the Conmttee on Elections -- commttee discharged, bill
anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the election |aw and the correction law, in relation to
voti ng by convicted fel ons

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 5-106 of the election |aw, as
anended by chapter 373 of the laws of 1978, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. No person who has been convicted of a felony AND SENTENCED TO A
PERI OD OF | MPRI SONVENT FOR SUCH FELONY pursuant to the laws of this
state, shall have the right to register for or vote at any el ection
unl ess he [shall have been pardoned or restored to the rights of citi-
zenship by the governor, or his nmaxi num sentence of inprisonnent has
expi red, or he has been discharged fromparole. The governor, however,
may attach as a condition to any such pardon a provision that any such
person shall not have the right of suffrage until it shall have been
separately restored to hinl OR SHE HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM | NCARCERATI ON
FOR SUCH FELONY OR RELEASED FROM SERVI NG A TI ME ASSESSMENT PURSUANT TO
SUBPARAGRAPH (X) OF PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON TWO
HUNDRED FI FTY- NI NE-| OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 5-106 of the election law is anended to
read as foll ows:

3. No person who has been convicted in a federal court, of a felony,
or a crime or offense which would constitute a felony under the | aws of
this state, AND SENTENCED TO A PERI OD OF | MPRI SONMVENT FOR SUCH FELONY,
shall have the right to register for or vote at any election unless he
[shall have been pardoned or restored to the rights of citizenship by

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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the president of the United States, or his maxi mum sentence of inprison-
nment has expired, or he has been discharged from parole] OR SHE HAS BEEN
RELEASED FROM | NCARCERATI ON FOR SUCH FELONY OR RELEASED FROM SERVING A
TIME ASSESSMENT PURSUANT TO A VIOLATI ON OF PARCLE SUPERVI SI ON UNDER
FEDERAL JURI SDI CTI ON

S 3. Subdivision 4 of section 5-106 of the election law is anended to
read as foll ows:

4. No person who has been convicted in another state for a crine or
of fense which would constitute a felony under the laws of this state AND
SENTENCED TO A PERI OD OF | MPRI SONMVENT FOR SUCH FELONY, shall have the
right to register for or vote at any election in this state unless he
shal | have been pardoned or restored to the rights of citizenship by the
governor or other appropriate authority of such other state, or his
maxi mum sent ence has expired, or he [has been discharged from parole] OR
SHE HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM | NCARCERATI ON FOR SUCH FELONY OR RELEASED
FROM SERVI NG A TI ME ASSESSMENT FOR A VI OLATION OF PAROLE SUPERVI SI ON
UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF COURTS, PAROLI NG AUTHORI TI ES, CORRECTI ONS OR
OTHER CRI M NAL JUSTI CE AGENCI ES.

S 4. Section 75 of the correction |aw, as anended by section 18 of
subpart A of part C of chapter 62 of the |aws of 2011, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 75. Notice of voting rights. Upon the [discharge] RELEASE from a
correctional facility of any person [whose maxi num sentence of inprison-
ment has expired or wupon a person's discharge from community super-
vision,] the departnent shall notify such person of his or her right to
vote and provi de such person with a formof application for voter regis-
tration together wth witten information distributed by the board of
el ections on the inportance and the nechanics of voting.

S 5. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 510 to read
as foll ows:

S 510. VOTI NG UPON RELEASE. UPON THE RELEASE FROM A LOCAL CORRECTI ONAL
FACI LI TY OF ANY PERSON CONVI CTED OF A FELONY THE CHH EF ADM NI STRATI VE
OFFI CER SHALL NOTI FY SUCH PERSON OF HI'S OR HER RI GHT TO VOTE AND PROVI DE
SUCH PERSON W TH A FORM OF APPLI CATI ON FOR VOTER REQ STRATI ON TOGETHER
W TH WRI TTEN | NFORMATI ON DI STRI BUTED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS ON THE
| MPORTANCE AND THE MECHANI CS OF VOTI NG

S 6. The departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision shal
notify each person serving a period of comunity supervision on the
effective date of this act of his or her right to vote and provi de such
person with a formof application for voter registration together wth
witten information distributed by the board of elections on the inpor-
tance and the mechani cs of voting.

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately, provided, however, that
sections four, five, and six of this act shall take effect on the one
hundred twentieth day after it shall have becone a | aw.



