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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 14, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to enhancing
the fitness and safety requirenents for certain |icensed individuals
and establishes the New York state task force on the effects of aging
on driving ability

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-A. DEFINITIONS. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTION, THE TERM "FI T* SHALL
MEAN DEEMED BY A LI CENSED PHYSI CI AN TO HAVE THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
CAPACI TY TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE

S 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 6 of section 502 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anended by section 3 of part K of chapter 59 of the
| aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Alicense issued pursuant to subdivision five of +this section
shall be valid until the expiration date contained thereon, unless such
license is suspended, revoked or cancelled. Such |license nay be renewed
by subm ssion of an application for renewal, the fee prescribed by |aw,
proofs of prior licensing, fitness and acceptable vision prescribed by
the comm ssioner, the applicant's social security nunber, and if
required by the conm ssioner a photo image of the applicant in such
nunbers and formas the comm ssioner shall prescribe. UPON THE SEVENTH
APPLI CATI ON SUBM SSI ON, AND THEREAFTER FOR A RENEWAL OF A DRIVER S
LI CENSE, APPLICANTS MJST SUBMT PROOF OF A PHYSICAL EXAM NATI ON
CONDUCTED BY A LICENSED PHYSICIAN, TO PROVE THAT THE LICENSEE 1S
MEDI CALLY FIT TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE. In addition, an applicant for
renewal of a license containing a hazardous naterial endorsenent shal
pass an exam nation to retain such endorsenment. The conm ssioner shall
with respect to the renewal of a hazardous naterials endorsenment, conply
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with the requirenments inposed upon states by sections 383.141 and
1572.13 of title 49 of the code of federal regulations. A renewal of
such l'icense shall be issued by the conm ssioner upon approval of such
appl i cation, except that no such license shall be issued if its issuance
would be inconsistent with the provisions of section five hundred
sixteen of this title, and except that the conmi ssioner my refuse to
renew such Ilicense if the applicant is the holder of a currently valid
or renewable license to drive issued by another state or foreign country
unl ess the applicant surrenders such |icense.

S 3. a. The "New York state task force on the effects of aging on
driving ability" is hereby established (hereinafter referred to as the
"task force"). The task force shall study the effects of aging on driv-
ing ability and devel op a conprehensive approach to licensing drivers.

b. Such study shall include:

(i) Effective and efficient identification of drivers at risk of being
involved in a notor vehicle accident because of functional limtations
that affect their driving ability;

(ii) Prevalence and effect of degenerative processes affecting vision,
hearing, nobility, cognitive functions, and reaction tineg;

(ii1) Inplenentation and effect of the departnment's vision screening
requi renents and exami nati on of new technol ogi es;

(iv) Availability and effectiveness of renedial nmeasures such as
skills training, adaptive equiprent, physical therapy, and adjustnent of
driving practices that will allow people to drive safely for as long as
possi bl e;

(v) Availability of alternative fornms of transportation for people who
can no | onger safely drive; and

(vi) Effectiveness of existing public education initiatives relating
to at-risk drivers.

S 4. Such task force shall consist of the following nmenbers, which
shall each serve for a termof two years:
one menber appoi nted by the governor;
one menber appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
one menber appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate;
one menber appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly;
one menber appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly; and

two nmenbers appointed by the conm ssioner of the departnent of
not or vehi cl es.

S 5. Such nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be reinbursed for all expenses actually and
necessarily incurred by themin the perfornmance of their duties. Vacan-
cies in office shall be filled in the sanme nanner as the origina
appoi nt nent .

S 6. The task force shall report its findings fromsuch study and nake
recommendations wth supporting legislation to the governor and the
| egi slature within one year of the effective date of this act.

S 7. This act shall take effect immediately.
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