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I N SENATE
January 13, 2015

Introduced by Sen. BONACIC -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the process of
annexati on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 704 of the general nunicipal |aw,
as amended by chapter 190 of the laws of 2012, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. In the event it is proposed to annex territory, the governing board
or boards of the |ocal governnent or governnents to which it is proposed
to annex such territory and the governing board or boards of the
affected | ocal governnent or governments in which such territory is
situated shall, wthin twenty days after receipt of a petition or
adoption of a joint resolution to initiate annexation, respectively
cause a notice to be published once in its or their official newspapers,
or, if there be no official newspaper, in a newspaper published in the
county and having general circulation within the area of such |oca
government or governnments, as the case nay be. The governi ng board of
each affected | ocal government in which such territory is situated also
shall cause a copy of such notice to be nmailed to each person or corpo-
ration owning real property in such territory as shown by the |[ast
precedi ng assessnent roll and to all persons residing in such territory
qualified to vote for officers of the city, town or village, as the case
may be, in which such territory is situated as their nanes appear upon
the register of voters for the |ast preceding general election. [Were
the territory to be annexed is situated wholly or partly wthin a
village, the governing board of such village and the governing board of
a town or towns in which such territory is wholly or partly situated nay
provi de by agreenent for joint publication and mailing of such notice.]
THE GOVERNI NG BOARDS OF ANY TWO OR MORE MUNI Cl PALI TI ES, OR THE SUPERVI -
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SOR OR SUPERVI SORS AND/ OR MAYOR OR MAYORS THEREOF, MAY PROVI DE FOR JO NT
PUBLI CATI ON AND MAI LI NG OF THI'S OR ANY OTHER NOTI CE REQUI RED PURSUANT TO
THI S ARTI CLE PROVI DED THAT THE NEWSPAPER OF PUBLI CATION IS ONE OF GENER-
AL CIRCULATION I N ALL SUCH MUNI ClI PALI TIES. Failure to mail such notice
or failure of any addressee to receive the sane shall not in any manner
affect the wvalidity of the petition or joint resolution to initiate
annexation of territory or of any proceedings taken thereon provided
that the nunicipalities that adopted a joint resolution to initiate
annexati on have denonstrated a good faith attenpt to nmail such notice to
each person or corporation owning real property as required by this
section. Such notice shall state that a petition for the annexation of
territory or a joint resolution to initiate annexation of territory to
the 1local government or governnments (naming it or themand briefly
describing the territory proposed to be annexed thereto) has been
proposed, that at a specified place in one of such |ocal governnents on
a specified day not I ess than twenty days nor nore than forty days after
the publication and mailing of such notice, which place and date shal
be specified therein, a joint hearing will be had upon such petition or
joint resolution to initiate annexation by such governing boards. Each
of such governing boards shall cause a copy of such notice to be nuil ed
not | ess than ten days prior to the date of such joint hearing to the
school authorities of any school district in which all or part of the
territory proposed to be annexed is situated and, where it is proposed
to annex territory to a city, to the school authorities of any schoo
district (a) adjoining the territory proposed to be annexed and (b)
| ocated wholly or partly within such city. Each of such governing boards
shall also cause a copy of such notice to be posted on the website of
the |l ocal government, if one exists.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



