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STATE OF NEW YORK

1500
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 13, 2015

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to the transpor-
tation authorities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1299-a of the public authorities |law is anended by
addi ng two new subdi visions 18 and 19 to read as fol |l ows:

18. "TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN INDIVIDUAL VWHO IS LIMTED TO
PUBLI C TRANSI T AS THEI R PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON BECAUSE THE | NDI -
VI DUAL, (A) HAS NO MEANS OF PRI VATE TRANSPORTATI ON, (B) IS ELDERLY ( OVER
AGE 65); (O IS A YOUTH (UNDER AGE 18); OR (D) LIVES BELOW THE POVERTY
OR MEDI AN | NCOVE LEVELS AS DEFI NED BY THE U. S. CENSUS BUREAU,

19. "PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VIDUAL WHO IS LIMTED
TO PUBLIC TRANSIT AS THEIR PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND WHO HAS
El THER A PERVANENT OR TEMPORARY DI SABI LI TY.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 1299-c of the public authorities |aw, as
anmended by chapter 220 of the laws of 2012, paragraph (c) as anended by
chapter 176 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the "N agara Frontier transportation
authority." The authority shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public benefit corporation. The authority shall consist of a
chai rman, [ten] NOT MORE THAN TWELVE ot her nmenbers and shall have two
non-voting nenbers as described in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subdi
vi sion appointed by the governor by and with the advice and consent of
the senate. The chairman and all nmenbers shall be residents of the
district. O the [ten] nenbers other than the chairnman, one shall be
appoi nted upon the witten recommendati on of the Erie county executive
[and], one shall be appointed upon the witten reconmendati on of the
Erie county |l egislature, AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A REPRE-
SENTATI VE OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT COVMUNI TY AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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APPO NTED AS A REPRESENTATI VE OF THE PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT COVMUNI TY,
AS DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (D) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON. The chairman and
each of the nenbers shall be appointed for a termof eight years,
provi ded however, that the chairman first appointed shall serve for a
termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-three, and of the
eight other nenbers first appointed, one shall serve for a term ending
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred sixty-eight, two shall serve for a term
endi ng June thirtieth, nineteen hundred sixty-nine, one shall serve for
a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy, two shall serve
for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-one, one
shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-
two and one shall serve for a term ending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred seventy-three. The term of one of the nmenbers appointed to
menber ships first created by |law after April first, nineteen hundred
sixty-nine shall end on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred seventy-four,
and the termof the other such nmenber shall end on June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred seventy-five. Following the expiration of any term ending
on or after June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven, each menber
shall be appointed for a termof five years beginning on the day after
the expiration date of such prior term provided, however, that the term
of the nenber first appointed upon the witten recommendati on of the
Eri e county executive and the termof the nenber first appointed upon
the witten recormendati on of the Erie county |egislature shall be for a
term endi ng on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ninety-si x.

(b) The first non-voting nenber of the authority who shall not be
considered in determ ning a quorum shall be reconmended to the governor
by the | abor organi zation representing the plurality of the enployees
within the authority and shall be a resident of the N agara Frontier
transportation district as described in section twelve hundred ninety-
nine-b of this title. Such first non-voting nmenber shall be appointed
for a termof eight years, provided, however, that if at any tine during
the term of appoi ntnent such non-voting nmenber ceases to be affiliated
with the |labor organization representing the plurality of enployees
within the authority, then such |abor organization may at any tine
during such termrecomend a new nenber to the governor who shall serve
the renmainder of the term If the |ocal bargaining unit decertifies its
existing union affiliation and certifies a new union, the union which
represents the plurality of the enpl oyees nay recormmend a new nenber to
t he governor who shall serve the remainder of the term The chairman of
the authority, at his or her discretion, may exclude such non-voting
menber from attendi ng any portion of a nmeeting of the authority or of
any commttee held for the purpose of discussing negotiations with | abor
organi zations, pending |litigation involving the |abor organization, or
the investigation, evaluation, or discipline of an enpl oyee.

(c) There shall also be a second non-voting nenber of the authority,
who shall not be considered in determ ning a quorum The second non-vot -
i ng menber shall be appointed by the governor as a representative of the
transit dependent community and/or people with disabilities. The second
non-voting nenber shall be appointed for a termof five years.

(D) THERE SHALL BE AT LEST TWO MEMBERS OF THE AUTHORI TY APPO NTED BY
THE GOVERNOR AS REPRESENTATI VES OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT AND PARA- TRAN-
SI T DEPENDENT COVMMUNI TY. THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE | NI TI AL APPO NTMENTS TO
THE AUTHORI TY I N SUCH NUVMBER AND FROM LI STS SUBM TTED AS FOLLOWS: AT
LEAST TWDO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED TO THE AUTHORI TY FROM A LI ST OF NOT
LESS THAN FOUR NAMES, SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR BY LOCAL AND STATEW DE
TRANSI T ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE RESIDENTS OF A



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1500 3

COUNTY DESCRIBED |IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS. |F A VACANCY SHALL OCCUR
FOR THESE MEMBER POSI TI ONS, A REPLACEMENT SHALL BE APPO NTED W THI N SI X
MONTHS.

S 3. Section 1299-bb of the public authorities |law is anended by
addi ng two new subdi vi sions 25 and 26 to read as foll ows:

25. "TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS LIMTED TO
PUBLI C TRANSI T AS THEI R PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON BECAUSE THE | NDI -
VI DUAL, (A) HAS NO MEANS OF PRI VATE TRANSPORTATI ON, (B) IS ELDERLY ( OVER
AGE 65); (O IS A YOUTH (UNDER AGE 18); OR (D) LIVES BELOW THE POVERTY
OR MEDI AN | NCOVE LEVELS AS DEFI NED BY THE U. S. CENSUS BUREAU,

26. "PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN I NDI VIDUAL WHO IS LIMTED
TO PUBLIC TRANSIT AS THEIR PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND WHO HAS
El THER A PERVANENT OR TEMPORARY DI SABI LI TY.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 1299-dd of the public authorities |aw,
as anended by chapter 388 of the |laws of 2007, is amended to read as
fol | ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the Rochester-Cenesee regional trans-
portation authority. The authority shall be a body corporate and politic
constituting a public benefit corporation. It shall consist of at |east
one menber from each county that elects to join the authority except
that the county of Monroe shall have seven nenbers of whomthree shal
be appointed fromthe city of Rochester and four at large fromthe coun-
ty of Monroe and shall have one non-voting nenber as described in para-
graph (b) of this subdivision , AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A
REPRESENTATI VE OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT COVMUNI TY AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL
BE APPO NTED AS A REPRESENTATI VE OF THE PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT COVMUNI -
TY, AS DESCRIBED | N PARAGRAPH (C) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON. The nenbers
shall be appointed by the governor by and with the advice and consent of
the senate. The governor shall make initial appointnments to the authori-
ty in such nunber and fromlists submtted as follows: three nenbers
shall be appointed to the authority froma list of not less than six
nanes, all of whom nust be residents of the city of Rochester, subnitted
to the governor by the council of the city of Rochester; four persons
froma list of not |ess than eight persons, all of whom nust be resi-
dents of the county of Mnroe submtted by the | egislature of the county
of Monroe. Oher counties electing to participate shall each submt to
the governor a list of not |less than two persons for each one hundred
t housand or mmjor fraction of the total popul ation, as determ ned by the
| ast federal decennial or federal county-w de special census. Fromthe
counties outside the county of Monroe which shall elect to participate,
the governor shall appoint one nenber for each one hundred thousand or
maj or fraction of the total population, as determ ned by the |ast feder-
al decennial or federal county-w de special census, with a mninmm of
one nenber to represent each county outside the county of Monroe so
el ecting to participate. Al nenbers of the authority shall be residents
of the area fromwhich they are nom nat ed.

(b) There shall al so be one non-voting nmenber of the authority, which
shall not be considered in deternmining a quorum The non-voting menber
shall be recomended to the governor by the |abor organization repres-
enting the plurality of the enployees within the authority and shall be
a resident of the Rochester-Cenesee regional transportation district as
described in section twelve hundred ninety-nine-cc of this title. The
non-voting nenber shall be appointed for a termof five years, provided,
however, that if at any time during the term of appointnent the non-vot-
i ng menber ceases to be affiliated with the | abor organization repres-
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enting the plurality of enployees within the authority, then such | abor
organi zation may at any time during such termrecommend a new nenber to
the governor who shall serve the renminder of the term If the |oca
bargai ning unit decertifies its existing union affiliation and certifies
a new union, the union which represents the plurality of the enpl oyees
may recomend a new nenber to the governor who shall serve the remainder
of the term The chairman of the authority, at his or her discretion,
may excl ude such non-voting nmenber from attendi ng any portion of a neet-
ing of the authority or of any conmttee held for the purpose of
di scussi ng negotiations with |abor organizations, pending litigation
involving the |abor organization, or the investigation, evaluation, or
di sci pli ne of an enpl oyee.

(© THERE SHALL BE AT LEST TWO MEMBERS OF THE AUTHORI TY APPO NTED BY
THE GOVERNOR AS REPRESENTATI VES OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT AND PARA- TRAN-
SI T DEPENDENT COVMMUNI TY. THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE | NI TI AL APPO NTMENTS TO
THE AUTHORI TY I N SUCH NUMBER AND FROM LI STS SUBM TTED AS FOLLOAS: AT
LEAST TWDO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED TO THE AUTHORI TY FROM A LI ST OF NOT
LESS THAN FOUR NAMES, SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR BY LOCAL AND STATEW DE
TRANSI T ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE RESIDENTS OF A
COUNTY DESCRIBED |IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS. |F A VACANCY SHALL OCCUR
FOR THESE MEMBER POSI TI ONS, A REPLACEMENT SHALL BE APPO NTED W THI N SI X
MONTHS.

S 5. Section 1301 of the public authorities law is anended by adding
two new subdi visions 26 and 27 to read as foll ows:

26. "TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS LIM TED TO
PUBLI C TRANSI T AS THEI R PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON BECAUSE THE | NDI -
VI DUAL, (A) HAS NO MEANS OF PRI VATE TRANSPORTATI ON, (B) IS ELDERLY ( OVER
AGE 65); (O IS A YOUTH (UNDER AGE 18); OR (D) LIVES BELOW THE POVERTY
OR MEDI AN | NCOVE LEVELS AS DEFI NED BY THE U. S. CENSUS BUREAU,

27. "PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO IS LI M TED
TO PUBLI C TRANSI T AS THEI R PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION AND WHO HAS
El THER A PERVANENT OR TEMPORARY DI SABI LI TY.

S 6. Subdivision 1 of section 1303 of the public authorities |aw, as
anended by chapter 388 of the laws of 2007, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the Capital District transportation
authority. The authority shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public benefit corporation. It shall consist of not |ess than
ei ght nor nore than fifteen nmenbers, including a chairman and shall have
one non-voting nmenber as described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision,
AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TRANSIT
DEPENDENT COVMUNI TY AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A REPRESEN-
TATI VE OF THE PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT COVMUNI TY, AS DESCRIBED |IN PARA-
GRAPH (C) OF THI'S SuBDI VI SI ON. The nenbers shall be appointed by the
governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. The governor
shall make initial appointnents to the authority in such nunber and from
lists submitted as follows: three nenbers shall be appointed to the
authority froma list of six nanes, all of whomshall be residents of
the county of Albany, four of which nanmes shall be subnitted to the
governor by the najority party of the |egislature of the county of Al ba-
ny and two of which nanes shall be submitted by the mnority party of
such legislature; two nmenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma
list of four nanes, all of whomshall be residents of the county of
Schenect ady, three of which nanes shall be submitted to the governor by
the majority party of the |legislature of the county of Schenectady and



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1500 5

one of which names shall be submitted by the mnority party of such
| egi sl ature; two nmenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma Iist
of four nanes, all of whomshall be residents of the county of Rensse-
| aer, three of which nanes shall be submitted to the governor by the
majority party of the legislature of the county of Renssel aer and one of
whi ch nanes shall be submitted by the mnority party of such |egisla-
ture; two nenbers shall be appointed to the authority froma list of
four names, all of whomshall be residents of the county of Saratoga,
three of which names shall be subnmitted to the governor by the majority
party of the legislature of the county of Saratoga and one of which
nanes shall be submitted by the mnority party of such |egislature.
O her counties electing to participate shall each submt to the governor
a list of two persons each of whom shall be a resident of such county,
one of which nanes shall be submitted to the governor by the mpjority
party of the legislature of such county and one of which nanmes shall be
submtted by the mnority party of such |egislature, from which nunber
t he governor shall appoint one nmenber for each such county so electing
to participate.

(b) There shall also be one non-voting nenber of the authority, which
shall not be considered in determining a quorum The non-voting menber
shall be recomended to the governor by the |abor organization repres-
enting the plurality of the enployees within the authority and shall be
a resident of the Capital District transportation district as described
in section thirteen hundred two of this title. The non-voting nenber
shall be appointed for a termof five years, provided, however, that if
at any tinme during the termof appointnent the non-voting nenber ceases
to be affiliated with the |abor organi zation representing the plurality
of enployees within the authority, then such | abor organi zation may at
any time during such termrecomend a new nenber to the governor who
shall serve the remai nder of the term |If the local bargaining unit
decertifies its existing union affiliation and certifies a new union,
t he union which represents the plurality of the enployees may recomend
a new nenber to the governor who shall serve the remainder of the term
The chairman of the authority, at his or her discretion, mnmay exclude
such non-voting nenber fromattending any portion of a neeting of the
authority or of any commttee held for the purpose of discussing negoti -
ations wth | abor organi zations, pending litigation involving the | abor
organi zation, or the investigation, evaluation, or discipline of an
enpl oyee.

(© THERE SHALL BE AT LEST TWO MEMBERS OF THE AUTHORI TY APPO NTED BY
THE GOVERNOR AS REPRESENTATI VES OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT AND PARA- TRAN-
SI T DEPENDENT COVMMUNI TY. THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE | NI TI AL APPO NTMENTS TO
THE AUTHORI TY I N SUCH NUMBER AND FROM LI STS SUBM TTED AS FOLLOWS: AT
LEAST TWDO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED TO THE AUTHORI TY FROM A LI ST OF NOT
LESS THAN FOUR NAMES, SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR BY LOCAL AND STATEW DE
TRANSI T ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE RESIDENTS OF A
COUNTY DESCRIBED |IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS. |F A VACANCY SHALL OCCUR
FOR THESE MEMBER POSI TI ONS, A REPLACEMENT SHALL BE APPO NTED W THI N SI X
MONTHS.

S 7. Section 1326 of the public authorities law is anended by adding
two new subdi visions 26 and 27 to read as foll ows:

26. "TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN |INDIVIDUAL WHO IS LIM TED TO
PUBLI C TRANSI T AS THEI R PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON BECAUSE THE | NDI -
VI DUAL, (A) HAS NO MEANS OF PRI VATE TRANSPORTATI ON, (B) IS ELDERLY ( OVER
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AGE 65); (O IS A YOUTH (UNDER AGE 18); OR (D) LIVES BELOW THE POVERTY
OR MEDI AN | NCOVE LEVELS AS DEFI NED BY THE U.S. CENSUS BUREAU,

27. "PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT" SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO IS LI M TED
TO PUBLI C TRANSI T AS THEI R PRI MARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND WHO HAS
El THER A PERVANENT OR TEMPORARY DI SABI LI TY.

S 8. Subdivision 1 of section 1328 of the public authorities |aw, as
separately anended by chapters 388 and 396 of the laws of 2007, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. (a) There is hereby created the central New York regional transpor-
tation authority. The authority shall be a body corporate and politic
constituting a public benefit corporation. It shall consist of not nore
than twelve nenbers, including a chairnman and shall have one non-voti ng
menber as described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision, AND AT LEAST
ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT
COVWUNI TY AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A REPRESENTATI VE OF THE
PARA- TRANSI T DEPENDENT COVMUNI TY, AS DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (C) OF THI'S
SUBDI VI SI ON.  The nenbers shall be appointed by the governor by and with
the advice and consent of the senate. The governor shall make initia
appointnents to the authority in such nunber and fromlists submtted as
foll ows: three nenbers shall be appointed to the authority from a |ist
of not Iless than six nanmes, subnitted to the governor by the comon
council of the city of Syracuse, five persons froma list of not |ess
than ten nanes, submtted by the |egislature of the county of Onondaga
and two nenbers shall be appointed froma list of not I|ess than four
nanes submitted by the legislature of the county of Oneida. O her coun-
ties electing to participate shall each submt to the governor a list of
not | ess than two persons for each one hundred thousand or nmajor frac-
tion of the total population, as determ ned by the nineteen hundred
seventy or any subsequent federal decennial or federal county-w de
special census, of the counties outside the county of Onondaga which
shall elect to participate, fromwhich nunber the governor shall appoint
one menber for each one hundred thousand or major fraction of the total
popul ation, as determ ned by such federal decennial or federal county-
wi de special census, with a nmaxi num of three nmenbers to represent such
counties outside the county of Onondaga so electing to participate.

(b) There shall also be one non-voting nenber of the authority, which
shall not be considered in determining a quorum The non-voting menber
shall be recomended to the governor by the |abor organization repres-
enting the plurality of the enployees within the authority. The non-vot-
i ng menber shall be appointed for a term of seven years, provided,
however, that if at any time during the term of appointnent the non-vot-
ing nenber ceases to be affiliated with the | abor organi zation repres-
enting the plurality of enployees within the authority, then such | abor
organi zation nmay at any tine during such termreconmend a new nmenber to
t he governor who shall serve the remainder of the term |If the |I|oca
bargai ning unit decertifies its existing union affiliation and certifies
a new union, the union which represents the plurality of the enpl oyees
may recomend a new nenber to the governor who shall serve the remainder
of the term The chairman of the authority, at his or her discretion,
may excl ude such non-voting nmenber from attendi ng any portion of a neet-
ing of the authority or of any conmttee held for the purpose of
di scussi ng negotiations with |abor organizations, pending Ilitigation
involving the |abor organization, or the investigation, evaluation, or
di sci pli ne of an enpl oyee.

(© THERE SHALL BE AT LEST TWO MEMBERS OF THE AUTHORI TY APPO NTED BY
THE GOVERNOR AS REPRESENTATI VES OF THE TRANSI T DEPENDENT AND PARA- TRAN-
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SI T DEPENDENT COVMMUNI TY. THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE | NI TI AL APPO NTMENTS TO
THE AUTHORI TY I N SUCH NUMBER AND FROM LI STS SUBM TTED AS FOLLOAS: AT
LEAST TWDO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED TO THE AUTHORI TY FROM A LI ST OF NOT
LESS THAN FOUR NAMES, SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR BY LOCAL AND STATEW DE
TRANSI T ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE RESIDENTS OF A
COUNTY DESCRIBED |IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS. |F A VACANCY SHALL OCCUR
FOR THESE MEMBER POSI TI ONS, A REPLACEMENT SHALL BE APPO NTED W THI N SI X
MONTHS.

S 9. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



