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Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
requi renents for | ead agency

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 8-0111 of the environnental
conservation law, as added by chapter 612 of the laws of 1975, is
amended to read as foll ows:

6. Lead Agency. (A) Wen an action is to be carried out or approved by
two or nore agencies, the determ nation of whether the action may have a
significant effect on the environment shall be nade by the |ead agency
having principal responsibility for <carrying out or approving such
action and such agency shall prepare, or <cause to be prepared by
contract or otherw se, the environnental inpact statenment for the action
if such a statenment is required by this article. In the event that there
is a gquestion as to which is the | ead agency, any agency may submit the

guestion to the conm ssioner and the commi ssioner shall designate the
| ead agency, giving due consideration to the capacity of such agency to
fulfill adequately the requirenents of this article.

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI' S ARTICLE OR ANY OTHER
LAW TO THE CONTRARY, I N ANY Cl RCUMSTANCE WHEN AN ACTI ON TO BE CARRI ED
OQUT OR APPROVED BY TWO OR MORE AGENCI ES | NVOLVES THE RELI G QUS EXERCI SE
OF A PERSON, AS SUCH IS DEFI NED BY THE RELI G QUS LAND USE AND | NSTI TU-
TI ONALI ZED PERSONS ACT COF 2000 (RLU PA), 42 U.S.C. SS 2000CC, ET SEQ,
ONLY A COUNTY OR STATE AGENCY MAY ACT AS THE LEAD AGENCY. IN THE EVENT
THE COUNTY OR STATE AGENCY DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO BE THE LEAD
AGENCY, THE MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL G VE A FI NAL DETERM NATI ON W THI N TWELVE
CALENDAR MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE APPLI CATI ON. IF THE APPLI CANT
DI SAGREES W TH SUCH DETERM NATI ON, THE DI SAGREEMENT SHALL BE SETTLED BY
Bl NDI NG ARBI TRATI ON. I N THE EVENT A MUNI Cl PALI TY CHARGES THE APPLI CANT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A FEE FOR AN ENGA NEER OR PLANNER | N RELATI ON TO MAKI NG SUCH A DETERM -
NATI ON, THE MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL PROVI DE THE APPLI CANT WTH A REASONABLE
ESTI MATE OF THE TOTAL FEE OR CHARGE OF SUCH ENG NEER OR PLANNER. SUCH
FEE OR CHARGE SHALL NOT EXCEED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL ONLY APPLY TO MUNI Cl PALI TIES W TH A POPULATI ON
OF FI FTY THOUSAND OR LESS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



