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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
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January 9, 2015

Introduced by Sen. MARCELLINO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Cormittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the executive |law and the civil rights law, in relation
to service animals, guide dogs, hearing dogs or service dogs; and to
repeal certain provisions of the executive law relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 31 of section 292 of the executive lawis
REPEALED,

S 2. Subdivision 14 of section 296 of the executive |aw, as anended by
chapter 536 of the laws of 2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

14. [It] IN ADDI TI ON TO REASONABLE MODI FI CATIONS IN POLICIES, PRAC
TICES, OR PROCEDURES, | NCLUDI NG THOSE DEFI NED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (1V) OF
PARAGRAPH (D) OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON OR REASONABLE ACCOMMO-
DATIONS FOR PERSONS WTH DI SABILITIES AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN TH' S
SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG THE USE OF AN ANI MAL AS A REASONABLE ACCOVMODATI ON
IT shall be an unlawful discrimnatory practice for any person engaged
in any activity covered by this section TO DENY ACCESS OR OTHERWSE to
discrimnate against a blind person, a hearing inpaired person or a
person with another disability [on the basis of his or her use of a
gui de dog, hearing dog or service dog] BECAUSE HE OR SHE | S ACCOVPANI ED
BY A DOG THAT HAS BEEN TRAI NED TO WORK OR PERFORM SPECI FI C TASKS FOR THE
BENEFIT OF SUCH PERSON BY A PROFESSI ONAL GUI DE DOG HEARI NG DOG OR
SERVI CE DOG TRAI NI NG CENTER OR PROFESSI ONAL GUI DE DOG, HEARING DOG OR
SERVI CE DOG TRAI NER, OR TO DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST SUCH PROFESSI ONAL GUI DE
DOG, HEARI NG DOG OR SERVI CE DOG TRAI NER ENGAGED IN SUCH TRAINING OF A
DOG FOR USE BY A PERSON WTH A DI SABI LI TY, WHETHER OR NOT ACCOMPANI ED BY
THE PERSON FOR WHOM THE DOG | S BEI NG TRAI NED

S 3. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 of section 296 of the executive
| aw, as added by chapter 394 of the |laws of 2007, is anmended by adding a
new subparagraph (iv) to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1V) "REASONABLE MODI FI CATIONS IN PCLICIES, PRACTICES, PROCEDURES"
| NCLUDES MODI FI CATION TO PERM T THE USE OF A SERVI CE ANl MAL BY A PERSON
W TH A DI SABI LI TY, CONSI STENT W TH FEDERAL REGULATI ONS | MPLEMENTI NG THE
AVERI CANS W TH DI SABI LI TIES ACT, TITLE I'l1l, AT 28 CFR 36.302(C).

S 4. Subdivisions 1, 4 and 7 of section 47-b of the civil rights |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anmended by chapter 404 of the |aws of 1986 and subdi vi -
sion 4 as anmended and subdivision 7 as added by chapter 536 of the |aws
of 2014, are amended to read as foll ows:

1. Persons wth a disability acconpani ed by gui de dogs, hearing dogs
or service dogs shall be guaranteed the right to have such dogs in their
i mredi at e cust ody while exercising any of the rights and privil eges set
forth in this article, PROVIDED THAT I N | NSTANCES OF EMPLOYMENT PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON FORTY- SEVEN-A OF TH' S ARTI CLE, SUCH DOG HAS BEEN TRAI NED BY A
QUALI FI ED PERSON. Blind persons shall, further, have the right to carry
a cane in their imedi ate custody while exercising any of the rights and
privileges set forth in this section.

4. The term "guide dog", or "hearing dog" shall nean a dog that is
under the control, CONSI STENT W TH FEDERAL REGULATI ONS | MPLEMENTI NG THE
AVERI CANS W TH DI SABI LI TIES ACT, TITLE Ill, AT 28 CFR 36.302(C), of the
person using or training it and has been or is being trained to guide or
otherwise to aid a person with a disability.

7. "Service dog" nmeans any dog under the control, CONSISTENT W TH
FEDERAL REGULATIONS | MPLEMENTI NG THE AMERI CANS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES ACT
TITLE I'1l, AT 28 CFR 36.301(C), of the person using or training it, and
that has been or is being individually trained to do work or perform
tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately and shall be deenmed to
have been in full force and effect on the sane date chapter 536 of the
| aws of 2014 took effect.



