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STATE OF NEW YORK

1177--A
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 9, 2015

Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Agriculture -- reported
favorably from said comittee, ordered to first report, anended on
first report, ordered to a second report and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of second report

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to inforned
consent of owners for euthanasia of a pet

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"Sir Henry's |aw'

S 2. The agriculture and markets Ilaw is amended by adding a new
section 353-g to read as foll ows:

S 353-G  HUMANE EUTHANASIA OF COWAN ON AN MALS; OWMER | NFORMED
CONSENT. 1. PRIOR TO THE HUMANE EUTHANASI A OF A COVPANI ON ANI MAL WHI CH
I S NOT LOST, STRAYED, HOMELESS OR ABANDONED, THE VETERI NARI AN, WHO W.LL
PERFORM SUCH PROCEDURE UPON THE ANI MAL, SHALL EXPLAIN TO THE COVPANI ON
ANl MAL OANER, WHO GRANTS CONSENT TO HAVI NG THE COVPANI ON ANI MAL  EUTHAN-
| ZED, IN A TRUTHFUL AND EASY TO UNDERSTAND MANNER

(A) THE VARIQUS METHODS WHI CH CAN BE UTI LI ZED TO HUMANELY EUTHANI ZE
THE COVPANI ON ANI VAL

(B) THE BENEFI TS AND RI SKS OF EACH SUCH METHOD

(C) THE NEGATI VE | MPACTS UPON THE ANI MAL OF EACH SUCH METHOD

(D) THE ALTERNATI VE METHOD OF HUMANE EUTHANASI A TO BE UTILIZED IF THE
PREFERRED METHOD CANNOT BE HUMANELY UTI LI ZED, AND THE NEGATI VE | MPACTS
AND RI SKS OF THE ALTERNATI VE METHOD; AND

(E) FULLY ANSVWER ANY QUESTI ONS THE COVPANION ANIMAL OMER HAS W TH
REGARD TO EUTHANI ZI NG THE OANER S PET.

2. NO COWPANI ON ANl MAL WHICH IS NOT LOST, STRAYED, HOMVELESS OR ABAN-
DONED SHALL BE EUTHANI ZED BY MEANS OF | NTRACARDI AC | NJECTI ON UNLESS THE
ANI MAL | S HEAVI LY SEDATED, ANESTHETI ZED OR COVATOSE. HOWEVER, A LI CENSED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VETERI NARI AN MAY PERFORM EUTHANASI A BY | NTRACARDI AC | NJECTI ON UPON
ANI MALS THAT ARE NOT HEAVI LY SEDATED, ANESTHETI ZED OR COVATOSE ONLY WHEN
SUCH LI CENSED VETERI NARI AN DETERM NES THAT SUCH | NTRACARDI AC | NJECTI ON
IS THE MOST HUMANE OPTION AVAI LABLE. VWHENEVER A CARDI AC | NJECTION IS
ADM NI STERED BY A LI CENSED VETERI NARI AN UPON AN ANI MAL THAT | S NOT HEAV-
| LY SEDATED, ANESTHETI ZED OR COVATOSE, SUCH VETERI NARI AN SHALL DOCUMENT,
IN WRI TING THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF SUCH | NJECTI ON AND THE REASON FOR I TS
ADM NI STRATI ON.  SUCH DOCUMENTATI ON SHALL BE RETAI NED FOR AT LEAST THREE
YEARS.

3. THE OMNER OF A COVPANI ON ANI MAL THAT IS HUMANELY EUTHANI ZED SHALL
BE ALLOAED TO REMAIN WTH HI'S OR HER PET DURI NG THE ENTI RE PROCESS OF
EUTHANASI A, | NCLUDI NG WHEN DEATH | S CONFI RVED.

4. BOTH THE VETERI NARI AN, WHO HUMANELY EUTHANI ZES A COVPANI ON  ANI MAL,
AND THE OWER OF SUCH AN MAL SHALL SIGN A FORM ESTABLI SHED BY THE
DEPARTMENT, STATI NG THAT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON HAVE BEEN FULLY
COWLIED WTH, THAT ALL HUMANE EUTHANASI A METHODS HAVE BEEN CONSI DERED
AND EXPLAI NED, AND ALL QUESTI ONS RELATI NG TO THE EUTHANASI A PROCESS HAVE
BEEN ANSVWERED TO THE OMER S SATI SFACTI ON.

5. THE DEPARTMENT MAY PROMULGATE ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY
TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a Ilaw, provided, however,
that, effective immediately, any actions necessary to inplenent the
provisions of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed
to be conpleted on or before such date.



