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STATE OF NEW YORK

1043
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 8, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation law and the «civil rights |aw,
relation to allowing therapy dogs to enter public places and pub
transportation

in
ic

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 147 of the transportation |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 536 of the aws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 147. Dogs acconpanying persons with a disability. 1. Subject to such
rul es and regul ati ons as the conm ssioner nay prescribe, all common and
contract carriers of passengers by notor vehicle shall permt a guide
dog, hearing dog or service dog as defined in section forty-seven-b of
the civil rights law, OR A THERAPY DOG AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON FORTY- SEVEN
OF THE CVIL RIGHTS LAW acconpanying a person with a disability, as
defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two hundred ninety-two of
the executive law, OR AN OMER OR HANDLER OF SUCH DOGS OR SUCH PERSON
LI CENSED TO TRAIN SUCH DOGS, to acconpany, to guide, or otherwise to aid
such DI SABLED person, to ride on all vehicles operated for transporta-
tion and no charge shall be nade for the transportation of such dog.

2. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "THERAPY DOG' SHALL MEAN ANY DOG THAT
| S CERTI FI ED AND TRAI NED TO WORK OR PERFORM SPECI FI C TASKS FOR THE BENE-
FIT OF PERSONS |NCLUDING THOSE WTH SPECI AL NEEDS, AUTISM DRUG
ADDI CTI ON, DI STRESS DUE TO EMOTI ONAL AND PHYSI CAL ABUSE AND CLI N CAL
DEPRESSION OR BIPOLAR DI SEASE BY A RECOGNI ZED THERAPY DOG TRAI NI NG
CENTER OR PROFESSI ONAL THERAPY DOG TRAI NER AND IS ACTUALLY USED FOR SUCH
PURPCSE.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 47 of the civil rights law, as anended
by chapter 404 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. (A) No person shall be denied admttance to and/or the equal use of
and enjoynent of any public facility solely because said person is a

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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person with a disability and is acconpani ed by a gui de dog, hearing dog
[or], service dog OR THERAPY DOG OR IS AN OMNER OR HANDLER OF SUCH DOG
OR OTHERW SE A PERSON LI CENSED TO TRAI N SUCH DOGS.

(B) FOR PURPOCSES OF TH'S SECTION, "THERAPY DOG' SHALL MEAN ANY DOG
THAT |I'S CERTI FI ED AND TRAI NED TO WORK OR PERFORM SPECI FI C TASKS FOR THE
BENEFI T OF PERSONS |NCLUDING THOSE W TH SPECI AL NEEDS, AUTI SM DRUG
ADDI CTI ON, DI STRESS DUE TO EMOTI ONAL AND PHYSI CAL ABUSE AND CLI NI CAL
DEPRESSION OR BIPOLAR DI SEASE BY A RECOGNI ZED THERAPY DOG TRAI NI NG
CENTER OR PROFESSI ONAL THERAPY DOG TRAI NER AND |I'S ACTUALLY USED FOR SUCH
PURPCSE.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



