LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTION rejecting the Boycott, Divestnent, and Sanctions
(BDS) novenent

WHEREAS, The State of Israel and the United States are allies sharing a
common bond rooted in the values of freedom denocracy, and equa
rights; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York and Israel have a long history of
friendship based on economc, cultural, intellectual and political coop-
erati on and exchange; and

WHEREAS, New Yor kers recogni ze and support Israel's right to exist as
a Jewi sh State; and

WHEREAS, The Boycott, Divestnent, and Sanctions Movenent (BDS Move-
nment) is a global canpaign that calls for boycott, divestnent and sanc-
tions against Israel; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is concerned by anti-Ilsrael activities
in the state of New York and other communities nationwide within certain
university canpuses, academ c and professionals associations, and the
cul tural sector; and

WHEREAS, Calls for academ c boycotts against Israeli academc insti-
tutions have been condemmed by many of our nation's |argest academc
associ ations, over 250 university presidents, and |l eading scholars as a
vi ol ation of the bedrock principle of acadenm c freedom and

WHEREAS, The BDS novenent's policies and tactics negate and underm ne
the vi brant debate regarding the Israel-Palestinian relationship, which
is based on a recognition of Israel's right to exist as a Jew sh State;
and

WHEREAS, New Yorkers defend the inalienable right to free speech
recogni ze that punitive economc neasures targeting |Israel underm ne
di al ogue, economic cooperation and political reconciliation between
Israelis and Pal estinians, which is the necessary foundation for a |ast-
ing peace in the Mddle East; and

VWHEREAS, New Yorkers affirmthat both Israelis and Pal estini ans have
the right tolive in their own safe and secure states, free from fear
and violence, wth nmnutual recognition, trade, and normalization; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
reject the international Boycott, Divestnent, and Sanctions novenent and
its activities in New York for seeking to underm ne efforts to achieve a
negoti ated two-state solution and the right of Israelis and Pal esti ni ans
to self-determ nation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause further to reject any
activities that contribute directly or indirectly to the delegitimza-
tion of the sovereignty of Israel as a Jewi sh State including, but not
limted to, pronotion of economc, «cultural, and academ c boycotts
agai nst Israel; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body is concerned that the interna-
ti onal Boycott, Divestnent, and Sanctions novenent and its agenda are
damagi ng to the causes of peace, justice, equality, denocracy, and hunan
rights for all peoples in the Mddle East; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body reaffirns their support for the
State of Israel as a Jewish State, oppose all attenpts to economcally
and politically isolate Israel wthin the international arena, and
oppose efforts to assault the legitinacy of Israel as the sovereign
honel and of the Jewi sh peopl e.



