LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON recogni zi ng the 100t h Anniversary of the Arnenian
Genoci de

WHEREAS, This Resolution arises from a sense of human decency and
respect for the Arnenian people and their history; and

WHEREAS, Toward the end of the 19th century, the Turkish Governnent
began to systematically persecute their citizens of Armenian heritage;
and

VWHEREAS, From 1894 to 1896, Sultan Abdu-Hamid Il ordered the massacre
of 300, 000 Armenians living within the boundaries of the Turkish Enpire;
and

VWHEREAS, In 1909, 30,000 nore Arnenian nmen, wonen and children were
sl aughtered by Turkish armes in the nountain village of G licia; and

WHEREAS, Nonet hel ess, by the onset of Wrld War 1, there stil
remai ned 2,500,000 Arnenians who nade their homes within the G toman
Enpire; of these, over 250,000 were faithful soldiers who |oyally fought
within the ranks of its armes in an effort to defend their honel and;
and

WHEREAS, On April 24, 1915, hundreds of Arnenian religious, political,
and intellectual |eaders were rounded up, exiled and eventually mnurdered
in secret death canps hidden in nountainsides; and

VWHEREAS, Over the course of the next six nmonths, the Armenian soldiers
on active duty in the arny were disarnmed and placed in forced | abor
battal i ons, whereupon nany either starved or were sunmarily executed
behi nd the fences of these canps; and

WHEREAS, Deprived of their |eaders and the young nen who coul d defend
t hese hel pl ess conmunities, the remaining Arnmenians becanme an easy
target for the governnent raids and found thenselves at the nercy of
cruel and often barbaric persecutors; and

VWHEREAS, A total of 1,500,000 Armenian nmen, wonmen and children were
massacred; 500,000 nore were exiled; and 500,000 were able to escape the
reign of terror and establish thenselves in new foreign |lands; as a
result, today there are only 100,000 people of Arnmenian heritage |Ieft
residing within the borders of nodern Turkey; and

WHEREAS, The devastation which resulted fromthis "ethnic cl eansing"
practiced by the rulers of the Gttoman Enpire occurred in a simlar
ratio to that caused by the Jewi sh Hol ocaust of 1940, yet nost of the
worl d's peoples do not realize the gravity of the Arnenian genoci de; and

WHEREAS, The Arneni an peopl e have been denied the right to self-deter-
m nation on their ancestral |ands; they have received no form of repara-
tions for their tragic | osses; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnenian conmunity honor the nenory of the
victinms of this genocide and enphasi ze that crimes agai nst hunanity nust
be condemmed and never be allowed; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze the 100th Anniversary of the Arnenian Genocide; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That this Resolution is intended to counter the tide of
revi sioni st history which purports that the Arneni an Genoci de never took
pl ace; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Capital District Arnenian Genocide Conmittee.



