LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrendi ng the Village of Haverstraw, New York,
and the Haverstraw African American Connection upon the occasion of
hosting its 1st Annual Juneteenth Cel ebration on June 18, 2016

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the ol dest-known cel ebration of the ending of
sl avery; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend the Village
of Haverstraw, New York, and the Haverstraw African Anerican Connecti on,
HAAC upon the occasion of hosting its 1st Annual Juneteenth Cel ebration
on Saturday, June 18, 2016; and

WHEREAS, The Village of Haverstraw wll recognize this auspicious
occasion with a nyriad of events including the dedication of the African
American Menorial Park, a Live Gospel performance by a marching band,
and a concert by Sam Waynon and the Magi ¢ Band; and

WHEREAS, The Haverstraw African Anerican Connection (HAAC) diligently
works to research, recover, preserve and teach the rich culture and
contributions of African Americans with enphasis on the African Anerican
peopl e of Haverstraw, and

WHEREAS, This year nmarks the 151st Anniversary of celebrating June-
teenth which began on June 19, 1865, the date Union soldiers under the
command of Maj or CGeneral Gordon Granger arrived in @Glveston, Texas,
with the news that the G vil War had ended and that all slaves were
free; and

WHEREAS, One of Ceneral Granger's first orders was Order No. 3 which
was read aloud to the people of Texas and which stated: "The peopl e of
Texas are inforned that in accordance with a Proclamation fromthe Exec-
utive of the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an abso-
lute equality of rights and rights of property between former masters
and sl aves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becones
t hat between enpl oyer and free |aborer”; and

WHEREAS, Many of the new y-freed slaves stayed in their locations to
| earn about the new enpl oyer/enpl oyee relationship between thenselves
and their fornmer nasters, while others chose to reach famly nenbers in
ot her states, and still others chose to nove to the Northern states; and

WHEREAS, Settling into new areas as free nen and wonmen brought on new
realities and challenges of establishing a heretofore non-existent
status for Black people in Anmerica; and

VWHEREAS, The cel ebration of Juneteenth allowed freed slaves and their
descendants to recount the nenories of that great day in 1865 when free-
dom was proclainmed, and al so served as a release fromthe pressures of
settling into newterritories; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth has been known by a variety of nanes, including
"Jun-Jun," "Freedom Day," "Emancipation Day" and "Emanci pation Cel e-
bration,"” but regardless of what the day is called, it is a day to cel e-
brate freedom and

WHEREAS, Today, Juneteenth is enjoying a phenonenal growth rate within
communi ties and organi zati ons throughout the country; institutions such
as the Smthsonian, the Henry Ford Museum and ot hers have begun sponsor -
ing Juneteenth-centered activities; in recent years, a nunber of |oca
and national Juneteenth organi zati ons have arisen to take their place
al ongsi de ol der organi zations, all with the sane m ssion to pronote and
cul tivate know edge and appreciation of African Anmerican history and
cul ture; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth today celebrates African Anmerican freedom and
achi evenent, while encouragi ng conti nuous sel f-devel opnent and respect
for all cultures; as it takes on a nore national, synbolic and even
gl obal perspective, the events of 1865 in Texas are not forgotten, for

all of the roots tie back to this fertile soil fromwhich a national day



of pride is grow ng; and

WHEREAS, The future of Juneteenth | ooks bright as the nunber of cities
and states creating Juneteenth commttees continues to increase; respect
and appreciation for all of our differences grow out of exposure and
wor ki ng t oget her; and

WHEREAS, Getting involved and supporting Juneteenth celebrations
creates new bonds of friendship and understandi ng anong us; this indeed,
bri ghtens our future, and that is the Spirit of Juneteenth; now, there-
fore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend the Village of Haverstraw, New York, and the Haverstraw African
Aneri can Connection upon the occasion of hosting its 1st Annual June-
teenth Cel ebration on June 18, 2016; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Mchael Kohut, Mayor, Village of Haverstraw, and Virginia
Norf| eet, Chairperson, Haverstraw African American Connecti on.



