LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaim May 16-22, 2016, as International Bangla Festival and Book Fair
Week in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body, in keeping with its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those who
foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultural diversity which
strengthen the fabric of the communities of New York State; and

WHEREAS, The citizens of this great Enpire State are proud to recog-
nize and conmenorate International Bangla Festival and Book Fair Wek,
an observance that cel ebrates the contributions of Bengali-Anmericans to
New York State's unique heritage; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorial -
i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim My 16-22, 2016, as Interna-
tional Bangla Festival and Book Fair Wek in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The objective of the International Bangla Festival and Book
Fair Wek is to celebrate the cultural heritage of expatriate Bangl ade-
shi and West Bengali conmunities, building a |ink between these comuni -
ties and the | and where they or their ancestors were born; and

WHEREAS, Since 1992, the Miktadhara Foundation, an organi zati on dedi -
cated to the pronotion of Bangla literature and culture, has organized
the International Bangla Festival and Book Fair, the |argest gathering
of Bangla | anguage and literature enthusiasts outside of the Indian
Subconti nent; and

WHEREAS, Celebrating its 25th year, the Festival will bring together
nore than 10,000 attendees from New York and across the United States to
enj oy nusi c and books with |eading witers and artists; and

WHEREAS, The Festival will include sem nars, workshops, nusical pres-
entations, and boot hs di spl ayi ng books, nusic and handcrafts; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when organi za-
tions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonob to proclaimMy 16-22, 2016, as
I nternational Bangla Festival and Book Fair Wek in the State of New
York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of New
Yor k; Roqui a Hai der, Convener of the International Bangla Festival and
Book Fair; and Bishawjit Saha, President of the Miktadhara Foundati on.



