LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON conmenorating the 3rd Annual Bronx Day in Al bany
cel ebration

WHEREAS, Each and every city, town, village, and hamet wthin its
borders proudly resonates with the rich and noble history of the State
of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize those
events which foster civic pride and highlight the contributions of the
comuni ties which conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State to
t he progression and devel opment of our society; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concerns, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 3rd Annual Bronx Day in Albany celebration; this festive
affair will take place on June 15, 2015, at The Egg in Al bany, New York;
and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the annual Bronx Day in Al bany celebration is
to pronote Bronx pride, and allow Bronxites to share their vision for
the future of their borough, as well as introduce their products and
services; 2015 celebration activities include a "Taste of the Bronx"
eveni ng reception featuring nmusic fromlocal Bronx bands, and a showcase
of the best food of the borough; and

WHEREAS, The Bronx was incorporated in 1914, the last of New York
State's 62 counties to be established; however, this diverse nunici-
pality has played a noteworthy role in the evolution of New York from
its early beginnings; and

WHEREAS, Forty-two square niles in size, and the only section of New
York Cty on the mainland, The Bronx is naned in nenory of the area's
first European settler, Jonas Bronck; its earliest settlenent was in
1639 along the Harlem River in what is now Mdtt Haven; and

WHEREAS, The Bronx was originally part of Wstchester County and, in
1841, the New York and Harl em Rail road began regular comuter service
between The Bronx and Manhattan; by 1895, the area had becone a part of
New York City; and

WHEREAS, At the turn of the century, the quiet suburban streets and
farms of The Bronx began to yield to rapidly expanding factories and
ur ban nei ghborhoods; in 1914, its main thoroughfare, the Gand Conc-
ourse, was conpleted and, by the 1920s, the Fordham Road- Grand Concourse
intersection was a great conmercial nexus and a center of tree-lined
avenues, with |uxurious homes and apartnment buildings designed in the
| atest Art Deco and nodernist styles; and

WHEREAS, Over the |ast decade of the 19th Century and the first quar-
ter of the 20th Century, many of the great |andmarks which continue to
draw hundreds of thousands of visitors to The Bronx every year were
devel oped, including the Bronx Zoo, one of the largest zoos in the
world; the beautiful park-1ike New York Botanical Garden; the Hall of
Fane for Geat Americans at Bronx Community Col l ege (the fornmer canpus
of New York University); and Yankee Stadium and

WHEREAS, By the late 2000s, The Bronx's bridges, highways, and rail -
roads were nore heavily travel ed than those of any other part of the
United States, and it 1is the honme of 12 colleges and universities,
i ncl udi ng Fordham Uni versity, the Maritine College of the State Univer-
sity of New York, and three branches of the City University of New York:
Lehman Col | ege, Bronx Conmunity Col |l ege, and Hostos Community Col | ege;
al nrost 24 percent of the land area is parkland, including Pelham Bay
Park which, at 2,772 acres, is the largest park in the city; and

WHEREAS, W th a population of nore than 1.4 mllion people, The Bronx
is one of the nost racially and ethnically diverse comunities in the

United States, and its vibrant nei ghborhoods, industrious civic groups



and robust small business sector have |ong provided both a haven and a
st eppi ng stone for hard-working immgrants fromall over the gl obe; and

WHEREAS, Remaining fruitful over the ebb and fl ow of decades of growh
and change, Bronx County continues its commtnent to enhancing the qual -
ity of life of its residents, ensuring a progressive business, institu-
tional and educational climte, providing essential services, and
retaining the cultural vitality and environnent that make it a positive
place in which to live, work and visit; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 3rd Annual Bronx Day in Al bany, in proud recognition of
the significance of its continuing role inthe life of the conmmunity of
the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Bronx Chanber of Conmerce and the Bronx County Hi storica
Soci ety.



