LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Edith M Fl ani gen upon the occasi on of
her designation as recipient of the National Medal of Technology and
I nnovati on on Novenber 20, 2014

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tinme and energi es and serve the
best interests of their communities are an asset beyond renunerati on and
cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, Edith M Fl ani gen has given not only of her tinme and energies
but al so of her conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently
has been designated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Edith M
Fl anigen wupon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the
Nat i onal Medal of Technol ogy and Innovation; this auspicious occasion
was recogni zed by President Cbama with a Cerenpny at the Wiite House on
Thur sday, Novenber 20, 2014; and

WHEREAS, The National Medal of Technology and Innovation is the
Nation's highest honor for technol ogical achievenent, bestowed by the
President of the United States on Anerica' s leading innovators; the
nedal is awarded annually to individuals for their outstanding contrib-
utions to Anerica's econom c, environnmental and social well-being; and

WHEREAS, Born April 28, 1929, in Buffalo, New York, Edith M
Flanigen's early interest in chem stry was sparked by a teacher she had
whil e attendi ng Holy Angels Acadeny with her two sisters; and

WHEREAS, Edith M Fl anigen studied chemstry at D Youville College
where she graduated as O ass President and Val edictorian; she went on to
earn a Master's degree in Inorganic Physical Chemistry from Syracuse
University in 1952; and

WHEREAS, A true trailblazer in her field, Edith M Flani gen began her
illustrious career at Union Carbide in 1952, first tasked with the
purification/extraction of different silicone polyners; she quickly
noved up the Jladder to the Mol ecular Sieves Goup, followed by her
pronotion as the first femal e Corporate Research Fellow, and finally as
Seni or Corporate Research Fellow in 1986; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1988, Edith M Flanigen noved to Universal Ol Products
(UOP), now known as Honeywel |, where she was once again named Senior
Research Fellow, just three years |ater she was pronoted to UOP Fel | ow
she retired fromthis esteened position in 1994, but renmined active
with the conpany as a consultant until 2004; and

WHEREAS, During her 42 year tenure as a Chenmist, Edith M Fl ani gen was
instrumental in the developnment of a way to manufacture nore gasoline
fromevery barrel of oil, as well as a way to extract organics out of
paint; she was cited by President Cbama for her role in hel pi ng decon-
tam nate radi oactive water at the Fukushinma Daiichi nuclear power plant
i n Japan; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, in total, she invented nore than 200 synthetic
materials, including the synthetic eneralds that Union Carbide narketed
for many years; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1992, Edith M Flanigen becane the first femal e recipient
of the prestigious Perkin Medal, an honor bestowed annually by the Amer-
ican Section of the Society of Chemi cal Industry to a scientist with an
innovation in applied chemstry resulting 1n outstanding conmercia
devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, she is the proud recipient of the Garvan Medal,
the Lenelson-MT Lifetime Achievenent Award, and in 2002, she was
i nducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Today, Edith M Flanigen, 85, is retired and living in Wite
Pl ai ns, New York; she is an active nenber at the Church of the Holy Nane
of Jesus in Val halla; and



WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that individuals
who di stinguish thenselves in their profession, dedicating thenselves to
its enhancenent and leading it in new directions, are an asset beyond
remunerati on and cannot be sufficiently extolled; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Edith M Fl ani gen upon the occasion of her designation as recipi-
ent of the National Medal of Technol ogy and | nnovati on on Novenber 20,
2014; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Edith M Fl ani gen.



