LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON honoring the acconplishments and cel ebrating the
life of former New York State Senator George Onorato

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those individuals of distinguished purpose whose |ives have been
committed to public service and the pursuit of excellence in the conduct
of the legislative process in this noble Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, It is with great sorrow and deep regret that this Legislative
Body records the passing of former New York State Senator George Onora-
to, noting the significance of his purposeful |life and acconplishnents;
and

WHEREAS, Senator George Onorato, who served western Queens as a nenber
of the New York State Senate from 1983-2010, passed away on Saturday,
February 21, 2015, at the age of 86; and

WHEREAS, A life-long resident of Queens, New York, CGeorge Onorato was
the youngest of five children born to Italian immgrants, Mria Racana
and Bi agi o Onorato, on Novenber 5, 1928; and

WHEREAS, Before graduating fromLong Island Gty High School, George
Onorato attended both Public School 84, and Junior H gh School 141 in
Queens; and

WHEREAS, Ceorge Onorato proudly served his country as a nmenber of the
118th Medical Battalion in the United States Arny from 1950-1952; he was
recognized with the prestigious Presidential GCtation for his extraor-
di nary heroismin action against an arned eneny; and

WHEREAS, Upon hi s honorabl e discharge fromthe MIlitary, George Onora-
to held the position of Secretary/ Treasurer of Bricklayer's Local No. 41
for 15 years; and

WHEREAS, |n 1983, CGeorge Onorato was elected to the esteened seat of
New York State Senator; throughout his |legislative career, he was a
strong advocate for New York's working fam|lies, consuners, senior citi-
zens, veterans, and young people; as Chairman of +the Senate Standing
Committee on Labor, he was able to draw on his extensive experience with
organi zed | abor to address the needs of working nmen and wonen throughout
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Senator CGeorge Onorato was particularly interested in ensur-
ing better access to health care for all New Yorkers, inproving educa-
tional opportunities for children and college students in New York Gty
and throughout the State, and spurring job creation, as well as devel op-
ing nore equitable tax policies; and

WHEREAS, An advocate for environnmental conservation, Senator George
Onorato strived to reformenergy | aws to ensure adequate power supplies,
pronote greater air quality protection, and enhance conservati on neas-
ures; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Senator George Onorato chanpioned efforts to
make New York State government operations nore open and accountable to
the public; and

WHEREAS, Senator George Onorato played a role in shaping nany ngjor
New York | aws that were enacted over his 25 years of service as a nenber
of the Senate Mnority |eadership teamand | ater as Assistant Majority
Leader/Li ai son to the Executive Branch; he al so was both a past Treasur-
er and President of the Conference of Italian-Anerican Legislators; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community, Senator CGeorge Onorato was instru-
mental in building an Aquatic center for the Boys and Grls Cub in
Astoria, New York; and

WHEREAS, |n 2001, Senator George Onorato received the distinguished
Ellis Island Medal of Honor by fulfilling the American Dreamthrough his

personal acconplishnents and dedicated service to his bel oved Queens
comunity; and



WHEREAS, The passing of Senator George Onorato, a deeply respected and
highly regarded public servant, wll be deeply felt in the New York
State Legislature and in the communities he served with such passi on and
devotion; and

WHEREAS, Senator George Onorato di stinguished hinself by his sincere
dedi cation and substantial contributions to the welfare of those he so
diligently represented for nearly 40 years; his unprecedented record of
service to the people of western Queens | eaves an enduring | egacy that
feww |l surpass, yet many will enul ate; and

WHEREAS, Senator George Onorato was a gentleman who was dedicated to
his constituency and to the belief that government can be a positive
force for inproving people's lives; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his first wfe Josephine Onorato, and his
second wife, Athena Ceorgakakos, Senator George Onorato is survived by
his three children, Joanne, GCeorge, and Janice; six grandchildren,
Sophia, Anastasia, Joseph, Ma, George, and Louis; and two great-grand-
chil dren, Caneron and Skyl ar; and

WHEREAS, Loyal friend, trusted advisor and ardent fighter for the
causes in which he so strongly believed, the acconplishnents of Senator
George Onorato are legend; he will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the
grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the acconplishnents and celebrate the |ife and extraordinary
achi evenents of former Senator George Onorato, recognizing the signif-
icance of his exenplary record of public service and dedicating
oursel ves anew to the causes and people he served; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of forner Senator George Onorato.



