Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

9983
| N ASSEMBL Y
May 2, 2016

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a parent
awar eness week in all school districts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and
declares that a child' s education is a responsibility shared by the
school and famly during the entire tinme the child spends in school; and
to support the goal of the schools to educate all students effectively,
the schools and parents nust work as informed partners; and that
al t hough parents are diverse in culture, |anguage, and needs, they are
an integral conponent of a school's ability to provide for the educa-
ti onal success of their children; and that engaging parents is essentia
to i nprove student achievenent; and that schools should foster and
support active parental involvenment and awar eness.

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 100 to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 100
PARENT AWARENESS WEEK
SECTI ON 4950. PARENT AWARENESS WEEK; ESTABLI SHED
4951. UNI FORM PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT PROGRAM

S 4950. PARENT AWARENESS WEEK; ESTABLI SHED. 1. DURING THE FIRST FI VE
DAYS OF EACH SCHOOL YEAR, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND EACH SCHOCOL W THI N
| TS BOUNDARI ES, | N COLLABORATI ON W TH PARENTS, SHALL ESTABLI SH A PARENT
AWARENESS WEEK | NCLUDI NG PROGRAMS AND PRACTI CES THAT ENHANCE PARENTAL
| N\VOLVEMENT AND REFLECT THE SPECI FI C NEEDS OF STUDENTS AND THEIR FAM -
LI ES. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A UNI FORM PARENTAL
| N\VOLVEMENT PROGRAM FOR ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE STATE WH CH WLL
PROVI DE THE M NI MUM STANDARDS THAT EACH SCHOOL MUST MEET.

2. THE PARENT AWARENESS WEEK | N EACH SCHOOL SHALL

A, INVOLVE PARENTS OF STUDENTS AT ALL GRADE LEVELS IN A VAR ETY OF
ROLES;

B. BE COVPREHENSI VE AND COORDI NATED | N NATURE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO8576- 01-5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 9983 2

C. (1) RECOGNI ZE THAT COMMUNI CATI ON BETWEEN HOMVE AND SCHOOL SHOULD BE
REGULAR, TWO VWAY, AND MEAN NGFUL.

(2) TO ENCOURAGE COVMUNI CATI ON W TH PARENTS THE SCHOCOL SHALL PREPARE
AN | NFORVATI ONAL PACKET TO BE DI STRI BUTED ANNUALLY TO THE PARENT, APPRO-
PRI ATE FOR THE AGE AND GRADE OF THE CHI LD DESCRI Bl NG

(1) THE SCHOOL'S PARENT AWARENESS WEEK;

(1) THE RECOMVENDED ROLE OF THE PARENT, STUDENT, TEACHER, AND SCHOOL;

(I'11) WAYS FOR THE PARENTS TO BECOVE | NVOLVED I N THE SCHOOL AND H' S OR
HER CH LD S EDUCATI ON | NCLUDI NG HOW AND WVHERE THE PARENT COULD VOLUN-
TEER;

(1V) ACTIVITIES PLANNED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR TO ENCOURAGE
PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT:;

A SYSTEM TO ALLON THE PARENTS TO COVMUNICATE IN A REGQILAR,
TWO- VWAY, AND NMEANI NGFUL MANNER W TH THE CH LD S TEACHER AND THE SCHOCOL
PRI NCI PAL.

(3) TO ENCOURAGE COMMUNI CATI ON W TH PARENTS, THE SCHOOL SHALL SCHEDULE
NO LESS THAN TWDO PARENT- TEACHER CONFERENCES PER SCHOOL YEAR

(4) THE SCHOOL MAY PLAN AND ENGACGE IN OTHER ACTIVITIES DETERM NED BY
THE SCHOOL TO BE BENEFI Cl AL TO ENCOURAGE COVIMUNI CATI ON W TH PARENTS;

D. PROVOTE AND SUPPORT RESPONSI BLE PARENTI NG

E. (1) ACKNOAMEDGE THAT PARENTS PLAY AN | NTEGRAL ROLE | N ASSI STI NG
STUDENT LEARNI NG

(2) TO HELP PARENTS I N ASSI STI NG STUDENTS, THE SCHOOL SHALL:

(1) SCHEDULE REGULAR "PARENTS MAKE THE DI FFERENCE" EVENI NGS WHERE
PARENTS ARE G VEN A REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SCHOOL AND AN OVERVI EW
OF:

(A) VWHAT STUDENTS W LL BE LEARNI NG

(B) HOW STUDENTS W LL BE ASSESSED;

(C WHAT PARENTS SHOULD EXPECT FOR THEI R CHI LD S EDUCATI ON; AND

(D) HOW PARENTS CAN ASSI ST AND MAKE A DI FFERENCE IN HHS OR HER CHILD S
EDUCATI ON AND DEVELOPMENT; AND

(I'l) ENGAGE IN OTHER ACTIVITIES DETERM NED BY THE SCHOOL TO HELP
PARENTS ASSI ST IN HS OR HER CH LD S LEARNI NG

F. WELCOVE PARENTS IN THE SCHOOL AND SEEK PARENTAL SUPPORT AND ASSI ST-
ANCE.

G (1) RECOGNI ZE THAT A PARENT IS A FULL PARTNER I N THE DECI SI ONS THAT
AFFECT H'S OR HER CHI LD AND FAM LY.

(2) TO ENCOURAGE PARENTS TO PARTI Cl PATE AS FULL PARTNERS I N THE DECI -
SI ONS THAT AFFECT HS OR HER CH LD AND FAM LY, THE SCHOOL SHALL:

(1) I'NCLUDE IN THE SCHOOL'S POLI CY HANDBOCK THE SCHOCOL'S PROCESS FOR
RESOLVI NG PARENTAL CONCERNS, | NCLUDI NG HOW TO DEFI NE THE PROBLEM WHOM
TO APPROACH FI RST, AND HOW TO DEVELOP SOLUTI ONS;

(1'1) SPONSOR SEM NARS TO | NFORM THE PARENTS OF HI GH SCHOOL STUDENTS
ABOUT HOW TO BE INVOLVED I N THE DECI SI ONS AFFECTI NG COURSE SELECTI ON,
CAREER PLANNI NG, AND PREPARATI ON FOR POST- SECONDARY OPPORTUNI TI ES; AND

(I'1'1) ENGAGE IN OTHER ACTIVITIES THAT THE SCHOOL DETERM NES WLL
ENCOURAGE PARENTS TO PARTI Cl PATE AS FULL PARTNERS IN THE DECI SI ONS THAT
AFFECT H'S OR HER CHI LD AND FAM LY;

H (1) RECOGNI ZE THAT COVMUNI TY RESOURCES STRENGTHEN SCHOOL PROGRAMS,
FAM LY PRACTI CES, AND STUDENT LEARNI NG

(2) TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF COVMUNI TY RESOURCES THE SCHOOL SHALL:

(1) CONSIDER RECRU TING ALUWNI FROM THE SCHOOL TO CREATE AN ALUWNI
SUPPORT ORGANI ZATI ON TO PROvVI DE ADVI CE AND GUI DANCE FOR SCHOOL | MPROVE-
MENT;



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 9983 3

(I'l) ENGAGE |IN OTHER ACTI VI TIES THAT THE SCHOOL DETERM NES W LL USE
COVWUNI TY RESOURCES TO STRENGTHEN SCHOOL PROGRAMS, FAM LY PRACTI CES, AND
STUDENT LEARNI NG, AND

. SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT, | MPLEMENTATI ON, AND REGULAR EVALUATI ON OF
THE PROGRAM TO | NVOLVE PARENTS IN THE DECI SIONS AND PRACTICES OF THE
SCHOOL DI STRICT, USING TO THE DEGREE PCGSSI BLE, THE COVPONENTS LI STED I N
THI S SECTI ON.

J. (1) THE SUPERVI SI NG PRI NCI PAL OF EACH SCHOCOL IN A DI STRICT SHALL
DESI GNATE ONE QUALIFIED STAFF MEMBER THAT IS WLLING TO SERVE AS A
PARENT FACI LI TATOR TO ORGANI ZE MEANI NGFUL TRAI NI NG FOR STAFF AND PARENTS
PROMOTI NG AND ENCOURAG NG A VELCOM NG ATMOSPHERE TO PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT
IN THE SCHOOL AND TO UNDERTAKE EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT PARENTAL PARTI C-
| PATION | S RECOGNI ZED AS AN ASSET TO THE SCHOOL.

(2) THE QUALIFIED STAFF SERVING AS A PARENTAL FACI LI TATOR SHALL
RECEI VE SUPPLEMENTAL PAY FOR THE ASSI GNED DUTI ES AS REQUI RED BY LAW

S 4951. UN FORM PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT PROGRAM  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A UNI FORM PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT PROGRAM THAT W LL
SET THE M Nl MUM REQUI REMENTS THAT EACH SCHOOL IN THE STATE MJST ADHERE
TO WTH REGARD TO THE PROCESSES FOR HOW SCHOOLS REPORT AND NOTI FY
PARENTS OF STUDENTS' EDUCATI ONAL PROGRESS, UNEXCUSED ABSENCES AND STAND-
ARDI ZED TEST RESULTS.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



