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STATE OF NEW YORK

9875
I N ASSEMBLY
April 20, 2016

I ntroduced by M of A BRABENEC -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, the real property tax |aw and the
general municipal law, in relation to school property and real proper-
ty taxes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 1527-a
to read as foll ows:

S 1527-A.  FUNDI NG OF MANDATES | MPOSED ON SCHOOL DI STRICTS. 1. DEFI -
NI TIONS. AS USED IN THI S SECTION, THE FOLLON NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS UNLESS THE CONTEXT SHALL OTHERW SE REQUI RE:

(A) "MANDATE" MEANS:

(1) ANY STATE LAW RULE, OR REGULATI ON WHI CH CREATES A NEW PROGRAM OR
REQUI RES A H GHER LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR AN EXISTING PROGRAM WHICH A
SCHOOL DI STRICT ORGANIZED EITHER BY SPECI AL LAWS OR PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF A GENERAL LAW IS REQUI RED TO PROVI DE; OR

(1'l) ANY GENERAL LAWWH CH GRANTS A NEW PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION OR
| NCREASES AN EXI STING PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION WH CH ANY SUCH SCHOOL
DI STRICT | S REQUI RED TO PROVI DE.

(B) "UNFUNDED MANDATE" SHALL MEAN:

(1) ANY STATE LAW RULE, OR REGULATI ON WHI CH CREATES A NEW PROGRAM OR
REQU RES A H GHER LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR AN EXI STI NG PROGRAM VWHI CH ANY
SUCH SCHOOL DI STRICT |I'S REQUI RED TO PROVI DE AND WHI CH RESULTS IN A NET
ADDI TI ONAL COST TO SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT;

(1'l) ANY ALTERATION | N FUNDI NG PROVI DED TO ANY SUCH SCHOCL DI STRI CT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG THE COSTS OF A PROGRAM WHICH I T | S REQUI RED
TO PROVI DE, THEREBY RESULTING IN A NET ADDI TIONAL COST TO SUCH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT; OR

(I'11) ANY GENERAL LAW WH CH GRANTS A NEW PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON OR
| NCREASES AN EXI STI NG PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION WHICH ANY SUCH SCHOOL
DISTRICT IS REQUI RED TO PROVI DE, THERE BY RESULTI NG I N A NET ADDI TI ONAL
COST TO SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD14006- 02- 6
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(© "NET ADDI Tl ONAL COST" MEANS THE COST OR COSTS | NCURRED OR ANTI G
| PATED TO BE I NCURRED WTHI N A ONE YEAR PERI OD BY A SCHOOL DI STRICT IN
PERFORM NG OR ADM NI STERI NG A MANDATE AFTER SUBTRACTI NG THEREFROM ANY
REVENUES RECElI VED OR RECEI VABLE BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT ON ACCOUNT OF THE
MANDATED PROGRAM OR SERVI CE, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO

(1) FEES CHARGED TO THE RECI PI ENTS OF THE MANDATED PROGRAM OR SERVI CE;

(I'l) STATE OR FEDERAL AID PAID SPECIFICALLY OR CATEGORI CALLY IN
CONNECTI ON W TH THE PROGRAM OR SERVI CE; AND

(1'11) AN OFFSETTI NG SAVI NGS RESULTI NG FROM THE DIM NUTION OR ELIM -
NATION OF ANY OTHER PROGRAM OR SERVI CE DI RECTLY ATTRI BUTABLE TO THE
PERFORMANCE OR ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE MANDATED PROGRAM

2. FUNDI NG OF SCHOOL DI STRICT MANDATES. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
PROVI SION OF LAW NO UNFUNDED MANDATE SHALL BE ENACTED WHI CH CREATES AN
ANNUAL NET ADDI TI ONAL COST TO ANY SCHOCOL DI STRICT I N EXCESS OF TEN THOU-
SAND DOLLARS OR AN AGGREGATE ANNUAL NET ADDI TI ONAL COST TO ALL ScHOOL
DI STRICTS I N EXCESS OF ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS.

3. EXEMPTIONS TO THE FUNDI NG OF SCHOOL DI STRI CT MANDATES REQUI REMENT.
(A) THE STATE SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO FUND ANY NEW OR EXPANDED PROGRANMS
FOR SCHOOL DI STRICTS | F:

(1) THE MANDATE IS REQUI RED BY A COURT ORDER OR JUDGEMENT;

(1'l) THE MANDATE | S PROVI DED AT THE OPTION OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT
UNDER A LAW OR REGULATI ON;

(I'11) THE MANDATE RESULTS FROM THE PASSAGE OF A HOVE RULE MESSAGE
VHEREBY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT REQUESTS AUTHORI TY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROGRAM OR
SERVI CE SPECI FI ED I N THE STATUTE, AND THE STATUTE | MPOSES COSTS ONLY
UPON THAT SCHOOL DI STRICT WH CH REQUESTS THE AUTHORI TY TO | MPOCSE THE
PROGRAM OR SERVI CE;

(1V) THE MANDATE | S REQUI RED BY, OR ARI SES FROM AN EXECUTI VE ORDER OF
THE GOVERNOR EXERCI SI NG H'S OR HER EMERGENCY POVERS;

(V) THE MANDATE | S REQUI RED BY STATUTE OR EXECUTI VE ORDER THAT | MPLE-
MENTS A FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATI ON AND RESULTS FROM COSTS MANDATED BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNVENT TO BE BORNE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, UNLESS THE STATUTE OR
EXECUTI VE ORDER RESULTS | N COSTS WHI CH EXCEED THE COSTS MANDATED BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNVENT; OR

(M) THE MANDATE APPLIES TO A SMALL BUSI NESS WTH FI FTY EMPLOYEES OR
LESS.

(B) EACH ACT ESTABLI SHI NG A MANDATE SHALL PROVI DE THAT THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF ANY SUCH MANDATE | MPOSED ON SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SHALL BE CONSI STENT
W TH THE NEEDS OF THE STATE AND SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO PLAN | MPLEMENTATI ON
THEREOF, AND ALSO CONSI STENT W TH THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF REQUI RED FUNDS.

S 2. Section 2022 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. A NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON
TO THE CONTRARY, IN A COWON, UNI ON FREE, CENTRAL, CENTRAL HI GH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT, UPON THE FILING OF A PETI TION PURSUANT TO
PARAGRAPH B OF THI S SUBDI VI SION, W TH THE TRUSTEES, THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION OR THE CHANCELLOR OF A CITY SCHOOL DI STRICT LOCATED IN A CITY WTH
GREATER THAN ONE M LLI ON | NHABI TANTS SHALL SUBM T A PROPCSI TI ON FOR THE
PURPCSE OF VOTI NG ON THE QUESTI ON "SHALL THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT ENTER | NTO
THE OPTIONAL SYSTEM OF STATE FUNDI NG FOR SCHOOL DI STRI CT EXPENSES' TO
THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT. SUCH VOTE SHALL BE HELD ON
THE TH RD TUESDAY |IN MAY, PROvVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH VOTE SHALL BE
HELD ON THE SECOND TUESDAY I N MAY | F THE COWM SSI ONER AT THE REQUEST OF
A LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD OR THE CHANCELLOR IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK CERTI FI ES
NO LATER THAN MARCH FI RST THAT SUCH ELECTI ON WOULD CONFLI CT W TH RELI -
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G OUS OBSERVANCES. | F A DI STRICT VOTES TO JO N THE OPTI ONAL SYSTEM THAT
VOTE |'S Bl NDI NG AND MAY NOT BE ALTERED BY THE DI STRICT OR I TS RESI DENTS.
B. SUCH PETI TI ON RELATI NG TO THE OPTI ONAL SYSTEM FOR STATE FUNDI NG OF
SCHOOL DI STRI CT EXPENSES SHALL BE SUBM TTED NO LATER THAN APRIL FI RST OF
THE SCHOOL YEAR I N WHI CH SUCH QUESTI ON DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S
SUBDI VI SION SHALL BE CONSIDERED BY THE VOTERS AND MUST BE SI GNED BY
TVENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE NUMBER OF QUALI FI ED VOTERS. ANY VALID PETI-
TION CONTAINING A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF VALID SI GNATURES TO PLACE THE
QUESTI ON DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THIS SUBDIVISION ON THE BALLOT
SUBM TTED AFTER APRIL FI RST AND BEFORE JULY FI RST SHALL BE VOTED ON THE
THI RD TUESDAY | N MAY, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH VOTE SHALL BE HELD ON
THE SECOND TUESDAY | N MAY | F THE COMW SSI ONER AT THE REQUEST OF A LOCAL
SCHOOL BOARD CERTIFIES NO LATER THAN MARCH FI RST THAT SUCH ELECTI ON
WOULD CONFLI CT W TH RELI G OQUS OBSERVANCES OF THE FOLLOW NG SCHOOL YEAR

S 3. Section 3602 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 40 to read as foll ows:

40. OPTI ONAL SYSTEM FOR STATE FUNDI NG OF SCHOOL DI STRI CT EXPENSES. | N
ADDI TI ON TO OTHER APPORTI ONVENTS OF AID MADE TO DI STRICTS PURSUANT TO
THI' S SECTI ON, ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONVENTS SHALL BE MADE TO DI STRI CTS WHI CH
ELECT TO RECEIVE AlID PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SION. A. DEFI NI TIONS. AS
USED IN THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON: (1) "PRIMARY RESIDENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX
LEVY" SHALL BE DEFINED AS THE AGGREGATE PROPERTY TAXES LEVI ED BY A
SCHOOL DISTRICT ON A SCHOOL DISTRICT'S STAR ELIGBLE PROPERTIES AS
DEFI NED BY SECTION FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY-FI VE OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX
LAW

(2) "BASE YEAR PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY" SHALL BE
DEFI NED AS THE PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY I N THE SCHOOL
YEAR | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG THE YEAR IN WHI CH THE SCHOOL DI STRICT VOTES
TO ENTER |INTO THE OPTI ONAL SYSTEM FOR STATE FUNDI NG OF SCHOCL DI STRI CT
EXPENSES PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION SEVEN OF SECTION TWO  THOUSAND
TVENTY- TWO OF THI S CHAPTER

B. TRANSITION PERIOD. (1) A SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL CERTIFY TO THE
COW SSI ONER W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF THE DATE AT WHI CH THE VOTE WAS TAKEN
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF SECTI ON TWD THOUSAND TWENTY- TWO OF THI S
CHAPTER WHETHER OR NOT QUALI FI ED VOTERS OF THE DI STRI CT HAVE ELECTED TO
ENTER | NTO THE OPTI ONAL SYSTEM FOR STATE FUNDING OF SCHOOL DI STRICT
EXPENSES. ONCE THE COVM SSI ONER DETERM NES THAT A DI STRI CT HAS OPTED
| NTO THE OPTI ONAL SYSTEM FOR STATE FUNDI NG OF SCHOOL DI STRICT EXPENSES
THE DI STRICT SHALL BEGA N RECEI VI NG Al D PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SION | N
THE SCHOOL YEAR WHICH BEG NS ON JULY FIRST IN THE SUBSEQUENT CALENDAR
YEAR.

(2) SCHOOL DI STRICTS WH CH RECElI VE Al D PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL RECEI VE Al D PURSUANT TO THE SCHEDULE CONTAINED IN TH S PARAGRAPH.
SCHOOL DI STRICTS SHALL CONTINUE TO RECEI VE Al D PURSUANT TO THI S PARA-
GRAPH AFTER THE PHASE | N PERI OD EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE BASE
YEAR PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY.

(3) DURING THE FI RST YEAR OF THE TRANSI TI ON PERI OD, SCHOOL DI STRICTS
SHALL RECElI VE AN ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONVENT EQUAL TO TWENTY PER CENTUM OF
THE BASE YEAR PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY. IN ALL SUBSE-
QUENT YEARS OF THE TRANSI TI ON PERI OD, SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SHALL RECElI VE AN
ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONVENT EQUAL TO THE FOLLOW NG SCHEDULE:

PERCENT OF BASE

YEAR YEAR PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY
2 40%
3 60%
4 80%
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5 100%

IN EVERY YEAR AFTER VYEAR FIVE SUCH ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONMENT SHALL BE
| NCREASED ANNUALLY BY A COST OF LIVING |INCREASE. THE COST OF LIVING
| NCREASE SHALL BE ADDED TO THE ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONVENT PROVI DED | N THE
PRI OR YEAR. THE COST OF LIVING |NCREASE SHALL BE CALCULATED AS THE
PERCENTAGE | NCREASE | N THE CONSUVMER PRI CE | NDEX FOR THE PREVI QUS TWELVE
MONTHS AS DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER. SUCH PERCENTAGE | NCREASE SHALL
BE MULTI PLI ED BY THE PREVI OUS YEAR S ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONMENT AND THE
PRODUCT SHALL BE ADDED TO THE PREVI QUS YEAR S ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONVENT
TO CALCULATE THE CURRENT YEAR S ADDI TI ONAL APPORTI ONMVENT.

(4) (1) A PARTICI PATI NG DI STRICT SHALL REDUCE THE PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL
REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY PURSUANT TO THE SCHEDULE CONTAINED I N THI S PARA-
GRAPH. SCHOCL DI STRI CTS OPTI NG | NTO THE OPTI ONAL SYSTEM FOR STATE FUND-
ING OF SCHOOL DI STRICT EXPENSES MAY NOT LEVY TAXES | N EXCESS OF THE
REMAI NDER OF THE BASE YEAR PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY
LESS THE AI D PROVIDED | N PARAGRAPH THREE OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON EXCEPT TO
FUND THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN A DI STRICT' S CURRENT YEAR CAPI TAL EXPENSES
LESS THE STATE Al D APPORTI ONED FOR SUCH PURPOSE.

(1'l) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ONS OF LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON
TO THE CONTRARY, A SCHOCL DI STRI CT WHI CH RECEI VES Al D PURSUANT TO THI'S
SUBDI VI SION SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO SET SEPARATE TAX WARRANTS AND TAX
RATES FOR THE PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY AND OTHER TAXA-
BLE PROPERTI ES.

(5) THE APPORTI ONMENT HEREUNDER SHALL NOT BE MADE UNTIL THE ELECTI NG
SCHOOL DI STRICT HAS CERTIFIED TO THE COMW SSI ONER THAT THE DI STRICT' S
PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR IN WH CH
AID HAS BEEN ACCEPTED PURSUANT TO TH S PARAGRAPH, DCES NOT EXCEED THE
BASE YEAR PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY AS DEFINED IN THI' S
SUBDI VI SI ON LESS THE Al D APPORTI ONED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH.

C. LOCAL FUNDING SHARE. IN EACH CTY HAVING A POPULATI ON OF ONE
HUNDRED TWVENTY- FI VE THOUSAND OR MORE | NHABI TANTS FOR PURPOSES OF CALCU
LATING THE LOCAL SHARE OF EXPENDI TURES, THE AMOUNT OF THE REDUCTI ON I N
THE PRI MARY RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY MADE PURSUANT TO SUBPARA-
GRAPH FOUR OF PARAGRAPH B OF THI'S SUBDI VISION SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE
| NCORPORATED IN THE CTY SHARE OF EXPENDI TURES FOR THE CI TY SCHOOL
DI STRI CT.

D. STATE FI NDI NG OF PROGRAM THE LEQ SLATURE SHALL ANNUALLY APPROPRI -
ATE AN AMOUNT SUFFI Cl ENT TO SUPPORT ALL Al D PAYMENTS | NCURRED PURSUANT
TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

E. PAYMENT SCHEDULE. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP A PAYMENT SCHEDULE
FOR Al D PAYMENTS DUE AND PAYABLE PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SION AND SUCH
SCHEDULE SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET BEFORE SUCH
PAYMENT SCHEDULE TAKES EFFECT.

S 4. The real property tax |law is anmended by adding a new section 431
to read as foll ows:

S 431. PERSONS S| XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER, CAPPED REAL PROPERTY
SCHOOL TAX RATE. 1. (A) RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OANED AND OCCUPI ED BY
ONE OR MORE PERSONS, EACH OF WHOM | S SI XTY- FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER AND
MEETS EACH OF THE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE ENHANCED EXEMPTI ON FOR SENI OR
Cl TI ZENS SET FORTH I N SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE OF THI S TI TLE, OR
RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OANED AND OCCUPI ED BY A MARRI ED COUPLE, ONE OF
VHOM | S SI XTY- FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OVER AND MEETS EACH OF THE REQUI RE-
MENTS FOR THE ENHANCED EXEMPTION FOR SENIOR CITIZENS SET FORTH I N
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE OF THIS TI TLE, SHALL BE ELIQdBLE FOR
THE CAPPED REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX RATE SET FORTH IN THI S SECTI ON,
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PROVI DED THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT, AFTER PUBLI C HEARI NG ADOPTS A RESOLUTI ON
PROVI DI NG THEREFOR.

(B) FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S SECTION, THE TERM " CAPPED REAL PROPERTY
SCHOOL TAX RATE" SHALL MEAN THE LONER OF: (I) THE REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL
TAX RATE ESTABLI SHED ON THE TAXABLE STATUS DATE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG THE DATE
ON WHI CH AN ELI A BLE PERSON ATTAINS THE AGE OF SI XTY-FIVE YEARS;, OR (I1)
THE REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX RATE ESTABLI SHED ON ANY TAXABLE STATUS DATE
SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE ON WHI CH AN ELI G BLE PERSON ATTAINS THE AGE OF
SI XTY- FI VE YEARS, WHICH | S LOAER THAN THE REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX RATE
ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF THI S PARAGRAPH.

(©) THE CAPPED REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX RATE SHALL BE DETERM NED ANNU-
ALLY FOR EACH ELIABLE PERSON SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH (A) AND (B) OF THI'S SUBDI VI -
Sl ON.

2. ANY PERSON ELI G BLE FOR THE CAPPED REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX RATE
SHALL APPLY ANNUALLY FOR SUCH CAPPED RATE. SUCH APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE
MADE | N A MANNER AND FORM DETERM NED BY THE COW SSIONER AND SHALL
REQU RE PROOF OF THE APPLI CANT' S AGE. SUCH APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE FI LED
W TH THE LOCAL ASSESSOR ON OR BEFORE THE TAXABLE STATUS DATE FOR SUCH
DI STRI CT.

3. EVERY SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL NOTI FY, OR CAUSE TO BE NOTI FI ED, EACH
PERSON OANI NG RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY IN THE SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON MAY BE
MET BY A NOTI CE SENT TO SUCH PERSONS | N SUBSTANTIALLY THE FOLLOW NG
FORM  "RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OMED BY PERSONS S| XTY- FI VE YEARS OF
AGE OR OLDER MAY BE ELI A BLE FOR A CAPPED REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX RATE.
TO RECEI VE SUCH CAPPED RATE, ELI G BLE OMERS OF QUALI FYI NG PROPERTY MJST
FI LE AN APPLI CATION W TH THEI R LOCAL ASSESSOR ON OR BEFORE THE APPLI CA-
BLE TAXABLE STATUS DATE. FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL ASSESSOR. "

4. A SCHOOL DI STRICT WHI CH PROVI DES A CAPPED REAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX
RATE FOR PERSONS SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF ACGE OR OVER PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR REI MBURSEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA-
TI ON, AS APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH
THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE OF REAL PROPERTY SERVI CES, FOR ONE
HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE DI RECT COST TO SUCH SCHOOL DI STRICT RESULTI NG
FROM THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THI'S SECTION. SUCH DI RECT COST SHALL BE
CALCULATED PURSUANT TO REGULATI ONS OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATION, IN
CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSI ONER. A CLAIM FOR SUCH REI MBURSEMENT
SHALL BE MADE BY SUCH SCHOOL DI STRICT I N A MANNER AND FORM PRESCRI BED BY
THE COVMM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON.

S 5. The real property tax lawis amended by adding a new section
431-a to read as foll ows:

S 431-A. PERSONS SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, FI XED REAL PROPERTY
ASSESSED VALUE. 1. RESIDENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OMED AND OCCUPI ED AS THE
PRI MARY RESI DENCE, OF ONE OR MORE PERSONS, EACH OF WHOM IS SI XTY-FI VE
YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND ALL OF WHOM HAVE A COVBI NED ANNUAL | NCOVE OF
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS OR LESS FOR THE | NCOVE TAX YEAR | MVEDI ATELY
PRECEDI NG THE DATE OF APPLI CATI ON OR RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OWNED AND
OCCUPI ED AS THE PRI MARY RESI DENCE, OF A MARRI ED COUPLE, ONE OF WHOM IS
SI XTY- FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND BOTH OF WHOM HAVE A COVBI NED ANNUAL
| NCOVE OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS OR LESS FOR THE | NCOVE TAX YEAR
| MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE DATE OF APPLI CATI ON, SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR THE
FI XED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE ESTABLI SHED BY THI S SECTI ON.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOAN NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:
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(A) "FI XED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE" SHALL MEAN THE LOVWER OF:

(1) THE ASSESSED VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY ESTABLI SHED ON THE TAXABLE
STATUS DATE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG THE DATE ON WHI CH AN ELI G BLE REAL PROPERTY
OMNMER ATTAINS THE AGE OF SI XTY-FI VE YEARS; OR

(I'l) THE ASSESSED VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY ESTABLI SHED ON ANY TAXABLE
STATUS DATE SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE UPON WHI CH AN ELI G BLE REAL PROPERTY
OMER ATTAINS THE AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE YEARS, WHICH | S LOAER THAN THE
ASSESSED VALUE ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF TH'S PARA-
GRAPH.

(B) "RESIDENTI AL REAL PROPERTY" SHALL MEAN ANY ONE OR TWO FAM LY
DVELLI NG, | NCLUDI NG CONDOM NI UM UNI TS AND COOPERATI VE UNI TS.

(O "INCOVE" SHALL MEAN THE "ADJUSTED GROSS | NCOVE' FOR FEDERAL | NCOVE
TAX PURPOSES AS REPORTED ON THE APPLI CANT' S FEDERAL OR STATE | NCOVE TAX
RETURN FOR THE APPLI CABLE | NCOVE TAX YEAR, SUBJECT TO ANY SUBSEQUENT
AVENDVENTS OR REVISIONS, REDUCED BY DISTRIBUTIONS, TO THE EXTENT
| NCLUDED I N FEDERAL ADJUSTED GROSS | NCOVE, RECEI VED FROM AN | NDI VI DUAL
RETI REMENT ACCOUNT AND AN | NDI VI DUAL RETI REMENT ANNUI TY; PROVI DED THAT
| F NO SUCH RETURN WAS FI LED FOR THE APPLI CABLE | NCOVE TAX YEAR, "I NCOVE"
SHALL MEAN THE ADJUSTED GROSS | NCOVE THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN SO REPORTED | F
SUCH A RETURN HAD BEEN FI LED.

3. EACH TAXI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL ANNUALLY DETERM NE THE FI XED REAL PROP-
ERTY ASSESSED VALUE FOR EACH ELI A BLE REAL PROPERTY OWNER.

4. ANY PERSON ELIGBLE FOR THE FI XED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE
SHALL ANNUALLY APPLY TO THE APPROPRI ATE ASSESSING UNIT FOR SUCH FI XED
ASSESSED VALUE. SUCH APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE MADE | N SUCH MANNER AND FORM
AS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, AND SHALL REQUI RE PROOF OF
THE APPLI CANTS' AGES AND | NCOVES. SUCH APPLI CATI ONS SHALL BE FILED ON OR
BEFORE THE TAXABLE STATUS DATE OF THE REAL PROPERTY.

5. EVERY ASSESSING UNIT SHALL NOTIFY OR CAUSE TO BE NOTI FI ED, EACH
PERSON OANI NG RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY WTHI N I TS JURI SDI CTI ON, OF THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTI ON. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL BE AND | NCLUDE WORDS WHI CH
ARE SUBSTANTI ALLY THE FOLLOW NG  "RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OMANED BY
PERSONS Sl XTY- FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND HAVING A COWBI NED ANNUAL
I NCOVE OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS OR LESS, MAY BE ELI G BLE FOR A
FI XED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE. TO RECEIVE SUCH FIXED ASSESSED
VALUE, ELI d BLE OANERS OF QUALI FYI NG REAL PROPERTY MJUST FI LE AN APPLI CA-
TION WTH THEI R LOCAL ASSESSOR ON OR BEFORE THE TAXABLE STATUS DATE. FOR
FURTHER | NFORMATI ON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL ASSESSOR. "

S 6. The real property tax law is anended by addi ng a new section 901
to read as foll ows:

S 901. EFFECT OF FIXED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE UPON TAXI NG
AUTHORI TIES; STATE AID. 1. LEVY OF TAXES;, DETERM NATI ON OF TAXES DUE.
THE AMOUNT OF TAXES TO BE LEVI ED FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR SHALL BE DETER-
M NED W THOUT REGARD TO THE FACT THAT STATE AID WLL BE PAYABLE PURSUANT
TO THI'S SECTION. I N ADDI TI ON, THE TAX RATE FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR SHALL BE
DETERMNED AS |F NO PARCELS ARE SUBJECT TO A FIXED REAL PROPERTY
ASSESSED VALUE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY-ONE-A OF THI'S
CHAPTER  HOWEVER, THE TAX RATE SO DETERM NED SHALL BE APPLI ED TO THE
TAXABLE ASSESSED VALUE OF EACH PARCEL AFTER ACCOUNTI NG FOR ALL APPLI CA-
BLE EXEMPTI ONS.

2. TAX SAVINGS. THE TAX SAVI NGS FOR EACH PARCEL SUBJECT TO A FI XED
REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE PURSUANT TO SECTION FOUR  HUNDRED
THI RTY- ONE- A OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL BE COWVPUTED BY SUBTRACTI NG THE AMOUNT
ACTUALLY LEVI ED AGAI NST THE PARCEL FROM THE AMOUNT THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN
LEVIED | F NOT FOR THE FI XED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE. A STATEMENT
SHALL THEN BE PLACED ON THE TAX BILL FOR THE PARCEL | N SUBSTANTI ALLY THE
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FOLLOWNG FORM "YOUR TAX SAVI NGS THI S YEAR RESULTI NG FROM THE FI XED
REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE IS $

3. STATE AID. (A THE TOTAL TAX SAVI NGS DULY PROVI DED BY EACH TAXI NG
AUTHORI TY PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE A STATE CHARGE, WHI CH SHALL
BE PAYABLE AS PROVI DED IN TH S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(B) A TAXING AUTHORITY SEEKING STATE Al D PURSUANT TO TH S SECTI ON
SHALL SUBM T AN APPLI| CATI ON THEREFOR TO THE COW SSI ONER. THE APPLI CA-
TION SHALL | NCLUDE SUCH | NFORVATI ON AS THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE.
I N ADDI TI ON, EACH TAXI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL FILE A COPY OF SUCH APPLI CATI ON
W TH THE COUNTY CLERK OF THE COUNTY IN WHI CH AN ELI G BLE PARCEL IS SI TU-
ATE.

(© UPON APPROVI NG AN APPLI CATION FOR STATE AID PURSUANT TO TH'S
SECTI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL COMPUTE AND CERTI FY THE AMOUNTS PAYABLE
TO THE TAXI NG AUTHORI TY. SUCH STATE Al D SHALL BE PAYABLE UPON THE AUDI T
AND WARRANT OF THE STATE COWTROLLER FROM VOUCHERS CERTI FI ED AND
APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

(D) THE COWM SSI ONER MAY AUDI T AN APPLI CATI ON FOR STATE AID PURSUANT
TO THIS SECTION WTH N ONE YEAR AFTER AUTHORI ZI NG PAYMENT THEREON. | F
THE COWMM SSI ONER SHOULD DI SCOVER THAT A TAXI NG AUTHORI TY HAS RECEI VED A
GREATER OR LESSER AMOUNT OF SUCH AI D THAN I T SHOULD HAVE RECEI VED, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL SO NOTI FY THE TAXI NG AUTHORI TY, AND SHALL CAUSE THE
NEXT PAYMENT OF SUCH AID TO THE TAXI NG AUTHORI TY TO BE ADJUSTED ACCORD-
I NGLY.

4. | NSTALLMENT PAYMENTS. WHEN REAL PROPERTY TAXES ARE PAYABLE IN
| NSTALLMENTS PURSUANT TO LAW THE TAX SAVI NGS PROVI DED BY THI' S SECTI ON
SHALL BE APPLY PROPORTI ONALLY AGAI NST THE RESPECTI VE | NSTALLMENTS.

5. UNTI MELY PAYMENT OF TAXES. WHEN TAXES ON A PROPERTY SUBJECT TO A
FIXED REAL PROPERTY ASSESSED VALUE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED
THI RTY- ONE- A OF THI S CHAPTER ARE NOT PAID IN A TI MELY MANNER, | NTEREST,
PENALTI ES AND ANY OTHER APPL| CABLE CHARGES SHALL BE | MPOSED ONLY AGAI NST
THE BALANCE DUE AFTER THE TAX SAVI NGS PROVI DED BY THI S SECTI ON HAVE BEEN
DEDUCTED FROM THE TAXES OWED.

S 7. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 1573 of the real prop-
erty tax law, as anended by section 1 of Part Y of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2010, and as further anended by subdivision (b) of section 1 of
Part Wof chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, is anended and a new subdi vi -
sion 3-b is added to read as foll ows:

(a) State assistance pursuant to subdivision one of this section shall
be payable in an anmount not to exceed [five] FIFTEEN dollars per parcel
for an assessnent roll upon which a revaluation is inplemented in
accordance wth an approved plan, and not to exceed two dollars per
parcel for any assessnment roll upon which a revaluation is not inple-
nmented in accordance with an approved plan. The anmount payabl e on a per
parcel basis shall exclude parcels which are wholly exenpt or assessed
by the conm ssioner.

3-B. (A) STATE ASSI STANCE SHALL BE PAYABLE I N A ONE- TI ME PAYMENT OF UP
TO TWO DOLLARS PER PARCEL, EXCLUDI NG PARCELS WHI CH ARE WHOLLY EXEMPT OR
ASSESSED BY THE COMM SSI ONER, TO EVERY ASSESSING UNIT WHEN ALL SUCH
ASSESSING UNITS WH CH COWRI SE A SCHOOL DI STRI CT COMWPCSED OF MORE THAN
ONE ASSESSI NG UNI T REVALUE THEI R ASSESSMENTS AT ONE HUNDRED PERCENT
VALUE DURING THE SAME YEAR, AND THE ASSESSMENT ROLLS DERI VED THEREFROM
ARE FILED I N TWD THOUSAND SEVENTEEN OR THEREAFTER THE PROVISIONS OF
TH'S PARAGRAPH SHALL APPLY ONLY TO THOSE PARCELS W THI N SUCH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT COVPOSED OF MULTI PLE ASSESSI NG UNI TS, WHEN ALL SUCH ASSESSI NG
UNITS REVALUE ASSESSMENTS AT ONE HUNDRED PERCENT VALUE DURI NG THE SAMVE
YEAR.
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(B) NO PROVISION OF THI'S SUBDIVISION SHALL BE DEEMED TO LIMT THE
ELIGBILITY OF ANY ASSESSING UNI T TO RECEI VE STATE ASSI STANCE PURSUANT
TO SUBDI VI SIONS ONE AND TWO OF THIS SECTION IN ADDI TION TO THE STATE
ASS| STANCE GRANTED PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(O |IF AN ASSESSING UNIT, AFTER HAVING RECElI VED STATE ASSI STANCE
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, REVERTS TO ASSESSMENT AT
LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE VALUE W THI N FOUR YEARS AFTER THE
RECEI PT OF SUCH AID, SUCH ASSESSING UNIT SHALL REMT TO THE STATE A
PRORATED PORTI ON OF THE Al D RECElI VED, EXCEPT THAT IN THE CASE OF A COUN-
TY ASSESSING UNIT, |IF ACTY OR TOWN THEREI N REVERTS TO ASSESSMENT AT
LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF VALUE W THI N FI VE YEARS AFTER THE COUN-
TY'S RECEI PT OF SUCH Al D, THE COUNTY SHALL REM T TO THE STATE A PRORATED
PORTI ON OF THE Al D RECEI VED.

S 8. The general rmunicipal |aw is anmended by adding a new section 25
to read as foll ows:

S 25. FUNDING OF MANDATES. 1. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON,
THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS UNLESS THE CONTEXT
SHALL OTHERW SE REQUI RE:

(A) "MANDATE" MEANS:

(1) ANY STATE LAW RULE, OR REGULATI ON WHI CH CREATES A NEW PROGRAM OR
REQURES A HGHER LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR AN EXI STI NG PROGRAM VWHI CH A
MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON | S REQUI RED TO PROVI DE; OR

(1'l) ANY GENERAL LAWWH CH GRANTS A NEW PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION OR
| NCREASES AN EXI STI NG PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON WHI CH THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPO-
RATION | S REQUI RED TO PROVI DE.

(B) "UNFUNDED MANDATE" SHALL MEAN:

(1) ANY STATE LAW RULE, OR REGULATI ON WHI CH CREATES A NEW PROGRAM OR
REQURES A HGHER LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR AN EXI STI NG PROGRAM VWHI CH A
MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON | S REQUI RED TO PROVI DE AND WHI CH RESULTS IN A NET
ADDI TI ONAL COST TO THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON,;

(1'l) ANY ALTERATION I N FUNDI NG PROVI DED TO A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON FOR
THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG THE COSTS OF A PROGRAMWHICH I T | S REQUI RED TO
PROVI DE, THEREBY RESULTI NG IN A NET ADDI TIONAL COST TO THE MJN Cl PAL
CORPORATI ON; OR

(I'11) ANY GENERAL LAW WH CH GRANTS A NEW PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON OR
| NCREASES AN EXI STI NG PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON WHI CH THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPO
RATION IS REQURED TO PROVIDE, THEREBY RESULTING I N A NET ADDI TI ONAL
COST TO THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON.

(©) "NET ADDI Tl ONAL COST" MEANS THE COST OR COSTS | NCURRED OR ANTI C
| PATED TO BE | NCURRED WTHI N A ONE YEAR PERI OD BY A LOCAL GOVERNMENT | N
PERFORM NG OR ADM NI STERI NG A MANDATE AFTER SUBTRACTI NG THEREFROM ANY
REVENUES RECEI VED OR RECElI VABLE BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ON ACCOUNT OF
THE MANDATED PROGRAM OR SERVI CE, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO

(1) FEES CHARGED TO THE RECI PI ENTS OF THE MANDATED PROGRAM OR SERVI CE;

(1'l) STATE OR FEDERAL AID PAID SPEC FICALLY OR CATEGORI CALLY IN
CONNECTI ON W TH THE PROGRAM OR SERVI CE; AND

(1'11) AN OFFSETTING SAVI NGS RESULTI NG FROM THE DI M NUTI ON OR ELI M -
NATI ON OF ANY OTHER PROGRAM OR SERVICE DI RECTLY ATTRI BUTABLE TO THE
PERFORMANCE OR ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE MANDATED PROGRAM

2. FUNDING OF MJNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON MANDATES. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW NO UNFUNDED MANDATE SHALL BE ENACTED WH CH
CREATES AN ANNUAL NET ADDI TI ONAL COST TO ANY MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATION I N
EXCESS OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS OR AN AGGREGATE ANNUAL NET ADDI TI ONAL
COST TO ALL MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ONS I N EXCESS OF ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS.
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3. EXCEPTIONS TO THE FUNDI NG OF THE MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON MANDATES
REQUI REMENT. (A) THE STATE SHALL NOT BE REQU RED TO FUND ANY NEW OR
EXPANDED PROGRAMS | F:

(1) THE MANDATE | S REQUI RED BY A COURT ORDER OR JUDGVENT;

(I'l) THE MANDATE |S PROVIDED AT THE OPTI ON OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
UNDER A LAW REGULATI ON, RULE, OR ORDER THAT |S PERM SSI VE RATHER THAN
MANDATORY!

(I'11) THE MANDATE RESULTS FROM THE PASSAGE OF A HOVE RULE MESSAGE
VHEREBY A LOCAL GOVERNMENT REQUESTS AUTHORI TY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROGRAM
OR SERVICE SPECI FI ED I N THE STATUTE, AND THE STATUTE | MPOSES COSTS ONLY
UPON THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHI CH REQUESTS THE AUTHORITY TO |MPOCSE THE
PROGRAM OR SERVI CE;

(1V) THE MANDATE | S REQUI RED BY, OR ARI SES FROM AN EXECUTI VE ORDER OF
THE GOVERNOR EXERCI SI NG H'S OR HER EMERGENCY POVERS; OR

(V) THE MANDATE | S REQUI RED BY STATUTE OR EXECUTI VE ORDER THAT | MPLE-
MENTS A FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATI ON AND RESULTS FROM COSTS MANDATED BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNVENT TO BE BORNE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, UNLESS THE STATUTE OR
EXECUTI VE ORDER RESULTS I N COSTS W TH EXCEED THE COSTS MANDATED BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNVENT.

(B) EACH ACT ESTABLI SHI NG A MANDATE SHALL PROVI DE THAT THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF ANY SUCH MANDATE | MPOSED ON MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATIONS SHALL BE
CONSI STENT WTH THE NEEDS OF THE STATE AND MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ONS TO
PLAN | MPLEMENTATI ON THERECOF AND CONSI STENT WTH THE AVAILABILITY OF
REQUI RED FUNDS

S 9. 1. The legislature hereby declares that the real property tax
systemin the state of New York needs to be exanmi ned and restructured in
order to provide significant property tax relief for the citizens of the
state. As such, it is determned that a blue ribbon conm ssion on prop-
erty tax reformshall be established to exam ne the current ad val orem
property tax system and | ocal education financing systemof the state.
Such comm ssion shall submt a report and reconmendations to the gover-
nor and the | egislature upon conpletion of such exani nation.

2. A blue ribbon comm ssion on property tax reformis hereby created
to exam ne, evaluate and nmake reconmendati ons on alternatives or nodifi-
cations to the existing ad valoremreal property tax systemin this
state and alternative sources of funding for |local education. The
commi ssion shall be charged with exanm ning and naki ng reconmendati ons on
speci fic areas of reformfor |ocal governnents and school districts with
the goal of mtigating and reducing the property tax burden in the state
of New York. The subject areas to be exam ned shall include, but not be
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Accountability:

(i) inspector general for schools and | ocal governnents;

(ii1) enhanced public disclosure of budget data; and

(ii1) programto elimnate waste and fraud.

(b) Governance and structure of |ocal governnments and schoo
districts:

(i) shared services and/ or consolidation of personnel and services;

(ii) shared services and/or consolidation of governnental wunits
i ncludi ng special districts;

(ii1) size of nunicipal and school district governing boards; and

(iv) the school district election process and oversi ght.

(c) Property assessnents:

(i) property valuation process by |ocal assessors;

(ii) equalization rate process used by the office of real property
servi ces;
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(ii1) countyw de versus | ocal assessnent system

(iv) review of state paynents to |ocal governnents for state owned
| and; and

(v) the definition, limts, qualifications of tax exenpt properties.

(d) Spending and tax controls:

(i) limts on local |evy growh;

(ii) limts on local tax rate growth

(ii1t) limts on |local spending grow h;

(iv) prohibition on unfunded state nandates on | ocal governnents and
school districts;

(v) other state's limts on |ocal spending and/or taxing authority;
and

(vi) a circuit breaker to Iimt percentage of income spent on property
t axes.

(e) Potential alternative sources of funding to property taxes:

(i) local/regional/state incone tax;

(i) sales tax;

(ii1) blended revenue system and

(iv) other potential revenue sources.

3. The blue ribbon comm ssion on property tax reform shall be conposed
of el even nenbers. The nenbers, each to serve a termof one year shal
be appointed as follows: three nmenbers shall be appointed by the gover-
nor; three nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate; three nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;
one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly;
and one nenber shall be appointed by the minority |eader of the senate.
O the nenbers appointed by the governor, one shall be an expert in the
field of municipal finance, one shall be an expert in the field of
education finance, and one shall be an expert on assessment adm nis-
tration. The conm ssion shall elect a chair, a vice-chair and a secre-
tary fromanongst its nenbers. Notw thstandi ng the provisions of section
74 of the public officers |aw, section 806 of the general rmunicipal |aw
or any other provision of |aw, nenbership on the conm ssion of any state
or nunicipal officer or enployee shall not constitute the violation of
any code of ethics or a conflict of interest. The conmm ssion shall neet
at | east nonthly. Conm ssioner nenbers shall chair subconmttees to
fully examine the five areas of reform These subconm ttees may be
appoi nted by the comm ssion nmenbers. The subconmittees shall neet regu-
larly and report back to the full comm ssion. Vacancies in the nenber-
ship of the commission and anong its officers shall be filled in the
manner provided for original appointnments.

4. The commi ssion may enpl oy and at pl easure renove such personnel as
it may deem necessary for the performance of its functions and fix their
conpensation within the anount nade avail abl e therefor.

5. The comm ssion nmay neet within and without the state, shall hold
public hearings, and shall have all the powers of a legislative commt-
tee pursuant to the legislative | aw

6. The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the perfornmance of their duties pursuant to this act.

7. To the maxi mum extent feasible, the conm ssion shall be entitled to
request and receive, and shall utilize and be provided with such facili -
ties, resources and data of any departnent, division, board, bureau,
comm ssion of agency of the state or any political subdivision thereof
as it may reasonably request to properly carry out its powers and duties
pursuant to this act.
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8. The blue ribbon comm ssion on property tax reform shall make a
final report to the governor and the legislature of its findings,
concl usi ons and recomrendati ons on or before Decenber 1, 2016, and shal
submt with such report such legislative proposals as it deens necessary
to inplenent its reconmendati ons.

S 10. This act shall take effect April 1, 2017 and shall apply to any
general or special |aw inposing mandates on nunicipal corporations or
school districts enacted on or after such effective date; provided,
however, that the anendnents to section 2022 of the education | aw nmade
by section 2 of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section
and shall be deened to expire therewth.



