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STATE OF NEW YORK

9811
I N ASSEMBLY
April 12, 2016

I ntroduced by M of A KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to early voting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 3-400 of the election law is anended by adding a
new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVISIONS OF TH'S ARTICLE,
ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS OR POLL CLERKS, |F ANY, AT POLLING PLACES FOR EARLY
VOTI NG  SHALL CONSI ST OF El THER BOARD OF ELECTI ONS EMPLOYEES WHO SHALL
BE APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONERS OF SUCH BOARD OR DULY QUALI FIED | NDI -
VI DUALS, APPO NTED I N THE MANNER SET FORTH IN THI S SECTI ON. APPO NTMENTS
TO THE OFFI CES OF ELECTI ON | NSPECTOR OR POLL CLERK I N EACH POLLI NG PLACE
FOR EARLY VOTING SHALL BE EQUALLY DI VI DED BETWEEN THE MAJOR POLI Tl CAL
PARTI ES. THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL ASSIGN STAFF AND PROVIDE THE
RESOURCES THEY REQUI RE TO ENSURE WAI T TI MES AT EARLY VOTI NG SI TES DO NOT
EXCEED THI RTY M NUTES.

S 2. Section 4-117 of the election |aw is amended by adding a new
subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-A. THE NOTI CE REQUI RED BY SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S SECTION SHALL
| NCLUDE THE DATES, HOURS AND LOCATI ONS OF EARLY VOTI NG FOR THE GENERAL
AND PRI MARY ELECTI ON. THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS MAY SATISFY THE NOTICE
REQUI REMENT OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON BY PROVI DI NG I N THE NOTI CE | NSTRUCTI ONS
TO OBTAIN THE REQUI RED EARLY VOTI NG | NFORVMATION FROM A WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND PROVI DI NG A PHONE NUVBER TO CALL FOR SUCH | NFOR-
MATI ON.

S 3. Subdivision 2 of section 8-100 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 335 of the laws of 2000, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. Polls shall be open for voting during the follow ng hours: a prinm-
ry election fromtwelve o' clock noon until nine o' clock in the evening,
except in the city of New York and the counties of Nassau, Suffolk,
West chest er, Rockl and, Orange, Putnamand Erie, and in such city or
county from|[six] SEVEN o' clock in the nmorning until nine o' clock in the
eveni ng; the general election fromsix o' clock in the nmorning until nine

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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o' clock in the evening; a special election called by the governor pursu-
ant to the public officers Iaw, and, except as otherw se provi ded by
| aw, every other election, from|[six] SEVEN o' clock in the norning until
nine o'clock in the evening;, EARLY VOIlI NG HOURS SHALL BE AS PROVI DED I N
SECTI ON 8-600 OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 8-102 of the election |law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (k) to read as foll ows:

(K) VOTING AT EACH POLLI NG PLACE FOR EARLY VOTI NG SHALL BE CONDUCTED
I N A MANNER CONSI STENT WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE, WTH THE
EXCEPTI ON OF THE TABULATI ON AND PROCLANMATI ON OF ELECTI ON RESULTS WH CH
SHALL BE COVPLETED ACCORDI NG TO SUBDI VI SI ONS EI GHT AND NINE OF SECTI ON
8-600 OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 5. Section 8-104 of the election |lawis amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. THI'S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY ON ALL EARLY VOTI NG DAYS AS PROVIDED FOR
I N SECTI ON 8-600 OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 6. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 8-508 of the election
| aw, as anended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

(b) The second section of such report shall be reserved for the board
of inspectors to enter the nane, address and registration serial nunber
of each person who is challenged on the day of election OR ON ANY DAY IN
VWH CH THERE |S EARLY VOTI NG PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 8-600 OF THI S ARTI CLE
together with the reason for the chall enge. If no voters are chal-
| enged, the board of inspectors shall enter the words "No Chal | enges”
across the space reserved for such nanmes. In lieu of preparing section
two of the challenge report, the board of elections nay provide, next to
the name of each voter on the conputer generated registration list, a
pl ace for the inspectors of election to record the information required
to be entered in such section two, or provide at the end of such comput -
er generated registration list, a place for the inspectors of election
to enter such informtion.

S 7. Article 8 of the election law is anmended by adding a newtitle 6
to read as foll ows:

TI TLE VI
EARLY VOTI NG
SECTI ON 8-600. EARLY VOTI NG
8-602. STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS; POMNERS AND DUTI ES FOR EARLY
VOTI NG

S 8-600. EARLY VOTING 1. BEG NNI NG THE EI GHTH DAY PRI OR TO ANY GENER-
AL, PRI MARY OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON FOR ANY PUBLIC OR PARTY OFFICE, AND
ENDI NG ON AND | NCLUDI NG THE SECOND DAY PRI OR TO SUCH GENERAL, PRI MARY OR
SPECI AL ELECTION FOR SUCH PUBLI C OR PARTY OFFI CE, PERSONS DULY REQ S-
TERED AND ELI G BLE TO VOTE AT SUCH ELECTI ON SHALL BE PERM TTED TO VOTE
AS PROVIDED IN TH S TITLE. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF EACH COUNTY AND
THE CI TY OF NEW YORK SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF
THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, TO ENSURE THAT PERSONS WHO VOTE DURI NG THE
EARLY VOTING PERI OD SHALL NOT BE PERM TTED TO VOTE SUBSEQUENTLY | N THE
SAME ELECTI ON.

2. (A) THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF EACH COUNTY OR THE CITY OF NEW YORK
SHALL DESI GNATE POLLING PLACES FOR EARLY VOTI NG I N EACH COUNTY, WH CH
MAY | NCLUDE THE OFFI CES OF THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, FOR PERSONS TO VOTE
EARLY PURSUANT TO TH' S SECTION. THERE SHALL BE SO DESI GNATED AT LEAST
ONE EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACE FOR EVERY FULL | NCREMENT OF FIFTY THOU
SAND REGQ STERED VOTERS | N EACH COUNTY; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THE NUMBER OF
EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACES I N A COUNTY SHALL NOT BE REQU RED TO BE
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GREATER THAN SEVEN, AND A COUNTY W TH FEWER THAN FI FTY THOUSAND VOTERS
SHALL HAVE AT LEAST ONE EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACE.

(B) THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF EACH COUNTY OR THE CI TY OF NEW YORK MAY
ESTABLI SH ADDI TI ONAL POLLI NG PLACES FOR EARLY VOTI NG N EXCESS OF THE
MN MIM NUMBER REQU RED BY TH'S SUBDIVISION FOR THE CONVEN ENCE OF
ELI G BLE VOTERS W SH NG TO VOTE DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD.

(© NOTW THSTANDI NG THE M NI MUM NUMBER COF EARLY VOIING POLL SITES
OTHERWSE REQU RED BY TH' S SUBDI VI SIQN, FOR ANY PRI MARY OR SPECI AL
ELECTI ON, UPON MAJORITY VOTE OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, THE NUMBER OF
EARLY VOTI NG SITES MAY BE REDUCED | F THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS REASONABLY
DETERM NES A LESSER NUMBER OF SITES |'S SUFFI Cl ENT TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
EARLY VOTERS.

(D) POLLI NG PLACES FOR EARLY VOTI NG SHALL BE LOCATED TO ENSURE, TO THE
EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THAT ELI G BLE VOTERS HAVE ADEQUATE EQUI TABLE ACCESS,
TAKI NG | NTO CONSI DERATI ON POPULATI ON DENSI TY, TRAVEL TI ME TO THE POLLI NG
PLACE, PROXIMTY TO OITHER LOCATIONS OR COVWONLY USED TRANSPORTATI ON
ROUTES AND SUCH OTHER FACTORS THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF THE COUNTY OR
THE CTY OF NEW YORK DEEMS APPROPRI ATE. THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 4- 104
OF TH S CHAPTER, EXCEPT SUBDI VI SIONS FOUR AND FIVE OF SUCH SECTI ON,
SHALL APPLY TO THE DESI GNATI ON OF POLLI NG PLACES FOR EARLY VOTI NG EXCEPT
TO THE EXTENT SUCH PROVI SI ONS ARE | NCONSI STENT WTH THI S SECTI ON.

3. ANY PERSON PERM TTED TO VOTE EARLY MAY DO SO AT ANY POLLI NG PLACE
FOR EARLY VOTI NG ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON TWD OF TH S SECTI ON
IN THE COUNTY WHERE SUCH VOTER IS REGQ STERED TO VOTE. PROVI DED, HOWEVER,
(A IF 1T 1S I MPRACTI CAL TO PROVI DE EACH POLLI NG PLACE FOR EARLY VOTI NG
ALL APPROPRI ATE BALLOTS FOR EACH ELECTI ON TO BE VOTED ON I N THE COUNTY,
OR (B) IF PERM TTI NG SUCH PERSONS TO VOTE EARLY AT ANY POLLING PLACE
ESTABLI SHED FOR EARLY VOITI NG WOULD MAKE | T | MPRACTI CAL TO ENSURE THAT
SUCH VOTER HAS NOT PREVI QUSLY VOTED EARLY DURING SUCH ELECTION, THE
BOARD OF ELECTIONS NMNAY DESI GNATE EACH PCOLLI NG PLACE FOR EARLY VOTI NG
ONLY FOR THOSE VOTERS REG STERED TO VOTE |N A PORTION OF THE COUNTY TO
BE SERVED BY SUCH POLLING PLACE FOR EARLY VOTI NG PROVI DED THAT ALL
VOTERS | N EACH COUNTY SHALL HAVE ONE OR MORE POLLING PLACES AT WH CH
THEY ARE ELIG@BLE TO VOIE THROUGHOUT THE EARLY VOITI NG PERIOD ON A
SUBSTANTI ALLY EQUAL BASI S.

4. (A) POLLS SHALL BE OPEN FOR EARLY VOTI NG FOR AT LEAST EIGAT HOURS
BETWEEN SEVEN O CLOCK | N THE MORNI NG AND ElI GHT O CLOCK | N THE EVEN NG
EACH WEEK DAY DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD.

(B) AT LEAST ONE PCLLI NG PLACE FOR EARLY VOTING SHALL REVMAIN OPEN
UNTIL EIGAT O CLOCK |IN THE EVENING ON AT LEAST TWO WEEK DAYS | N EACH
CALENDAR WEEK DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD. IF POLLING PLACES FOR
EARLY VOTI NG ARE LIM TED TO VOTERS FROM CERTAI N AREAS PURSUANT TO SUBDI -
VISION THREE OF TH'S SECTIQON, POLLING PLACES THAT REMAI N OPEN UNTI L
El GHT O CLOCK SHALL BE DESI GNATED SUCH THAT ANY PERSON ENTI TLED TO VOTE
EARLY MAY VOTE UNTIL EIGHT O CLOCK I N THE EVENI NG ON AT LEAST TWD WEEK
DAYS DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD.

(© POLLS SHALL BE OPEN FOR EARLY VOIING FOR AT LEAST FIVE HOURS
BETWEEN NINE O CLOCK I N THE MORNING AND SI X O CLOCK I N THE EVENI NG ON
EACH SATURDAY, SUNDAY AND LEGAL HOLI DAY DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD.

(D) NOTHING IN THI'S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHI BI T ANY BQOARD
OF ELECTIONS FROM ESTABLI SHHNG A GREATER NUMBER OF HOURS FOR VOTI NG
DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI GD BEYOND THE NUMBER OF HOURS REQUIRED IN
TH' 'S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(E) EARLY VOTI NG PCLLI NG PLACES AND THEI R HOURS OF OPERATI ON FOR EARLY
VOTI NG AT A GENERAL ELECTI ON SHALL BE DESI GNATED BY MAY FI RST OF EACH
YEAR PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF SECTION 4-104 O TH S CHAPTER
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NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON 4-104 OF
TH S CHAPTER REQUI RI NG POLL SI TE DESI GNATI ON BY MAY FI RST, EARLY VOTI NG
PCLLING PLACES AND THEIR HOURS OF OPERATION FOR EARLY VOTI NG FOR A
PRI MARY OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE MADE NOT LATER THAN FORTY- FI VE DAYS
BEFORE SUCH PRI MARY OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON.

5. EACH BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL CREATE A COMMUNI CATI ON PLAN TO | NFORM
ELI G BLE VOTERS OF THE OPPORTUNI TY TO VOTE EARLY. SUCH PLAN MAY UTI LI ZE
ANY AND ALL MEDI A QUTLETS, | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL MEDI A, AND SHALL PUBLI Cl ZE:
THE LOCATI ON AND DATES AND HOURS OF OPERATI ON OF ALL POLLI NG PLACES FOR
EARLY VOTI NG AN | NDI CATI ON OF WHETHER EACH POLLI NG PLACE IS ACCESSI BLE
TO VOTERS W TH PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TI ES; A CLEAR AND UNAMBI GUOQUS NOTI CE TO
VOTERS THAT | F THEY CAST A BALLOT DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI GD THEY
WLL NOT BE ALLONED TO VOTE ELECTI ON DAY; AND I|F POLLING PLACES FOR
EARLY VOTI NG ARE LIM TED TO VOTERS FROM CERTAI N AREAS PURSUANT TO SUBDI -
VISION THREE OF TH'S SECTION, THE LOCATI ON OF THE POLLI NG PLACES FOR
EARLY VOTI NG SERVI NG THE VOTERS OF EACH PARTI CULAR CI TY, TOMN OR OTHER
PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON.

6. THE FORM OF PAPER BALLOTS USED I N EARLY VOTI NG SHALL COVPLY W TH
THE PROVI SIONS OF ARTI CLE SEVEN OF TH S CHAPTER THAT ARE APPLI CABLE TO
VOTI NG BY PAPER BALLOT ON ELECTI ON DAY AND SUCH BALLOT SHALL BE CAST I N
THE SAME MANNER AS PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 8-312 O TH S ARTICLE,
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT BALLOTS CAST DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD
SHALL BE SECURED | N THE MANNER OF VOTED BALLOTS CAST ON ELECTI ON DAY AND
SUCH BALLOTS SHALL NOT BE CANVASSED OR EXAM NED UNTI L AFTER THE CLOSE OF
THE POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY, AND NO UNOFFI Cl AL TABULATIONS OF ELECTION
RESULTS SHALL BE PRI NTED OR VI EVED I N ANY MANNER UNTI L AFTER THE CLCOSE
OF POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY.

7. VOTERS CASTI NG BALLOTS PURSUANT TO THI S TI TLE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
CHALLENGE AS PROVIDED I N SECTI ONS 8-500, 8-502 AND 8-504 OF TH S ARTI -
CLE.

8. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER, AT THE END OF
EACH DAY OF EARLY VOTI NG ANY EARLY VOTI NG BALLOTS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN
SCANNED BECAUSE A BALLOT SCANNER WAS NOT AVAI LABLE OR BECAUSE THE BALLOT
HAS BEEN ABANDONED BY THE VOTER AT THE BALLOT SCANNER SHALL BE CAST IN A
MANNER CONSI STENT W TH SECTI ON 9-110 OF TH S CHAPTER, EXCEPT THAT SUCH
BALLOTS WHI CH CANNOT THEN BE CAST ON A BALLOT SCANNER SHALL BE HELD
I NVI OLATE AND UNEXAM NED AND SHALL BE DULY SECURED UNTI L AFTER THE CLOSE
OF POLLS ON ELECTION DAY WHEN SUCH BALLOTS SHALL BE EXAM NED AND
CANVASSED | N A MANNER CONSI STENT W TH SUBDI VI SION TWO OF SECTION 9-110
OF TH S CHAPTER

9. THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL SECURE ALL BALLOTS AND SCANNERS USED
FOR EARLY VOTI NG FROM THE BEG NNI NG OF THE EARLY VOTI NG PERIGD THROUGH
THE CLOSE OF THE POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY; PROVI DED, HONEVER, THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS MAY BY REGULATI ON DULY ADOPTED BY A MAJORITY OF SUCH
BOARD ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE WHEREBY BALLOT SCANNERS USED FOR EARLY
VOTI NG MAY ALSO BE USED ON ELECTI ON DAY | F THE PORTABLE MEMORY DEVI CES
USED DURI NG EARLY VOTI NG CONTAI NI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG ELECTI ON | NFORVA-
TI ON AND VOTE TABULATI ONS ARE PROPERLY SECURED APART FROM THE SCANNERS,
AND THE RESULTS THEREFROM SHALL BE DULY CANVASSED AFTER THE CLOSE OF
PCOLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY.

10. AFTER THE CLOSE OF POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY, | NSPECTORS OR BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS EMPLOYEES APPO NTED TO CANVASS BALLOTS CAST DURI NG EARLY
VOTI NG SHALL FOLLOW ALL RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE NNE OF TH S
CHAPTER THAT ARE NOT | NCONSI STENT WTH THI S SECTI ON, FOR CANVASSI NG
PROCESSI NG, RECORDI NG, AND ANNOUNCI NG RESULTS OF VOTI NG AT POLLI NG PLAC
ES FOR EARLY VOTI NG AND SECURI NG BALLOTS, SCANNERS, AND OTHER ELECTI ON
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MATERI ALS. SUCH CANVASS MAY OCCUR AT THE OFFICES OF THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS, AT THE EARLY VOTI NG POLLING PLACE OR SUCH OTHER LOCATI ON
DESI GNATED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

11. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE REQUIREMENTS OF THI'S TITLE REQU RI NG THE
CANVASS OF BALLOTS CAST DURI NG EARLY VOTI NG AFTER THE CLOSE OF POLLS ON
ELECTI ON DAY, SUCH CANVASS MAY BEG N ONE HOUR BEFORE THE SCHEDULED CLOSE
OF POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY PROVI DED THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS ADOPTS PROCE-
DURES TO PREVENT THE PUBLI C RELEASE OF ELECTION RESULTS PRIOR TO THE
CLOSE OF POLLS ON ELECTI ON DAY AND SUCH PROCEDURES SHALL BE CONSI STENT
W TH THE REGULATI ONS OF THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND SHALL BE FILED
W TH THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AT LEAST THI RTY DAYS BEFORE THEY SHALL
BE EFFECTI VE.

S 8-602. STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS; POAERS AND DUTI ES FOR EARLY VOTI NG
ANY RULE OR REGULATION NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE SHALL BE PROMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS PROVIDED THAT SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL | NCLUDE
PROVI SI ONS TO ENSURE THAT BALLOTS CAST EARLY, BY ANY METHOD ALLOWED
UNDER LAW ARE COUNTED AND CANVASSED AS | F CAST ON ELECTI ON DAY. THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROMULGATE ANY OTHER RULES AND REGJ
LATI ONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE AN EFFI Cl ENT AND FAI R EARLY VOTI NG PROCESS
THAT RESPECTS THE PRI VACY OF THE VOTER  PROVI DED, FURTHER, THAT SUCH
RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL REQUI RE THAT THE VOTI NG HI STORY RECORD FOR
EACH VOTER BE CONTI NUALLY UPDATED TO REFLECT EACH |NSTANCE OF EARLY
VOTI NG BY SUCH VOTER.

S 8. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law and shall apply to any
el ection held 120 days or nore after it shall have taken effect.



