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STATE OF NEW YORK

9735
| N ASSEMBL Y
April 5, 2016

Introduced by M of A SCOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing free SUNY,
CUNY and community college tuition to volunteer firefighters

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph h of subdivision 2 of section 355 of the educa-
tion law i s anended by addi ng a new subparagraph 1-a to read as foll ows:

(1-A) THE TRUSTEES SHALL | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO PERM T ANY STUDENT WHO
HAS BEEN ADM TTED TO A STATE- OPERATED | NSTI TUTI ON OF THE STATE UNI VERSI -
TY TO ATTEND W THOUT THE PAYMENT OF TU TI ON AND FEES | F SUCH STUDENT
SERVES AS AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER AS DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON  ONE
OF SECTION TWDO HUNDRED FIFTEEN OF THE GENERAL MJNICI PAL LAW THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SUBPARAGRAPH SHALL ONLY APPLY TO COSTS OF ONE  UNDER-
GRADUATE DEGREE AND ANY ADDI TI ONAL COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH MORE THAN ONE
SI MULTANEOUS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE SHALL NOT BE COVERED BY THI S PROGRAM

(1) THE TRUSTEES SHALL PROVI DE AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS AND ADM NI STER
THE PROGRAM ACCORDI NG TO THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(A) ANY STUDENT ELIGdBLE FOR RESI DENT TU TI ON RATES | S ELI G BLE FOR
TH S PROGRAM

(B) THE STUDENT SHALL BE REQUIRED TO SERVE AS AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER
FI REFI GHTER THROUGH THE COWVPLETI ON OF HI' S OR HER ACADEM C PROGRAM

(C©) STUDENTS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE THEI R DEGREE PROGRAM W THI N
A MNMM PERICD OF TIME TO BE SET BY THE TRUSTEES WHI CH SHALL BE NO
LESS THAN THREE YEARS AND NO MORE THAN FI VE YEARS.

(D) THE STUDENT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO MAI NTAI N A CUMULATI VE GRADE PO NT
AVERAGE (G P.A) OF AT LEAST 2.5 IN ORDER TO REMAIN ELIG BLE FOR THE
PROGRAM

(1) IF A STUDENT OR FORMER STUDENT FAILS TO FULFILL ANY OF THE
REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH I N CLAUSE (1) OF TH S SUBPARAGRAPH, THE TRUSTEES
SHALL CONVERT TO A STUDENT LOAN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE TUI TI ON WHI CH
WOULD HAVE BEEN PAI D BY SUCH STUDENT, AS DETERM NED BY THE NEW YORK
STATE Hl GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPCORATI ON, PLUS | NTEREST, ACCORDI NG TO
A SCHEDULE TO BE DETERM NED BY SUCH CORPORATI ON. SUCH REPAYMENT MAY ALSO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD13042- 03- 6



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 9735 2

BE REQUI RED I F A RECI PI ENT FAILS TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS FOR | NFORVATI ON
NECESSARY TO DETERM NE CONTINUED ELIG BILITY OR FOR ADM N STRATION OF
THE PROGRAM

(1'11) ANY STUDENT WHO ELECTS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROGRAM UNDER THI S
SUBPARAGRAPH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO APPLY FOR TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
FUNDING FUNDS AWARDED ON THE TU TION ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE
APPLI ED TOMRDS THE COST OF TUI TION PRIOR TO AN AWARD UNDER THI S SUBPAR-
AGRAPH.

(1V) STUDENTS SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR ALL OTHER COSTS | NCLUDI NG HOUS-
I NG FEES AND OTHER NON- TUI TI ON RELATED CHARGES.

S 2. Subdivision 7 of section 6206 of the education |law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:

(D) THE TRUSTEES SHALL | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO PERM T ANY STUDENT WHO
HAS BEEN ADM TTED TO AN | NSTI TUTI ON OPERATED BY THE CITY UN VERSITY TO
ATTEND W THOUT THE PAYMENT OF TUI TI ON AND FEES | F SUCH STUDENT FULFILLS
THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUCH PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S
PARAGRAPH.

(1) THE TRUSTEES SHALL PROVI DE AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS AND ADM NI STER
THE PROGRAM ACCORDI NG TO THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(A) ANY STUDENT ELI A BLE FOR RESI DENT TU TION RATES |S ELIABLE FOR
TH S PROGRAM

(B) THE STUDENT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO SERVE AS AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER
FI REFI GHTER THROUGH THE COWPLETI ON OF HI S OR HER ACADEM C PROGRAM

(C©) STUDENTS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE THEI R DEGREE PROGRAM W THI N
A M N MUM PERIOD OF TIME TO BE SET BY THE TRUSTEES WHI CH SHALL BE NO
LESS THAN THREE YEARS AND NO MORE THAN FI VE YEARS.

(D) THE STUDENT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO MAI NTAI N A CUMULATI VE GRADE PO NT
AVERAGE (G P.A) OF AT LEAST 2.5 I N ORDER TO REMAI N ELI G BLE FOR THE
PROGRAM

(1) I'F A STUDENT OR FORMER STUDENT FAILS TO FULFILL ANY OF THE
REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH | N SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF THI S PARAGRAPH, THE TRUS-
TEES SHALL CONVERT TO A STUDENT LOAN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE TU TION
VH CH WOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BY SUCH STUDENT, AS DETERM NED BY THE NEW
YORK STATE HI GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON, PLUS | NTEREST, ACCORD-
I NG TO A SCHEDULE TO BE DETERM NED BY SUCH CORPORATI ON. SUCH REPAYMENT
MAY ALSO BE REQU RED |F A RECIPIENT FAILS TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS FOR
| NFORMATI ON NECESSARY TO DETERM NE CONTI NUED ELI GBI LI TY OR FOR ADM NI S-
TRATI ON OF THE PROGRAM

(1'11) ANY STUDENT WHO ELECTS TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE PROGRAM UNDER THI' S
PARAGRAPH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO APPLY FOR TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
FUNDI NG FUNDS AWARDED ON THE TU TION ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE
APPLI ED TOMRDS THE COST OF TUI TION PRIOR TO AN AWARD UNDER THI S SUBPAR-
AGRAPH.

(1V) STUDENTS SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR ALL OTHER COSTS | NCLUDI NG HOUS-
I NG FEES AND OTHER NON- TUI TI ON RELATED CHARGES.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 6304 of the education |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph e to read as foll ows:

E. THE TRUSTEES, SPONSORS OR OTHER GOVERNING BODY OF A COWUN TY
COLLEGE SHALL | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO PERM T ANY STUDENT WHO HAS BEEN
ADM TTED TO SUCH COWUNI TY COLLEGE TO ATTEND W THOUT THE PAYMENT OF
TUTION AND FEES |F SUCH STUDENT FULFILLS THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUCH
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S PARAGRAPH.

(1) THE TRUSTEES SHALL PROVI DE AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS AND ADM NI STER
THE PROGRAM ACCORDI NG TO THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(A) ANY STUDENT ELIGdBLE FOR RESI DENT TU TI ON RATES | S ELI G BLE FOR
TH S PROGRAM
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(B) THE STUDENT SHALL BE REQUIRED TO SERVE AS AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER
FI REFI GHTER THROUGH THE COWPLETI ON OF HI S OR HER ACADEM C PROGRAM

(C©) STUDENTS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE THEI R DEGREE PROGRAM W THI N
A MNMM PERICD OF TIME TO BE SET BY THE TRUSTEES WHI CH SHALL BE NO
LESS THAN THREE YEARS AND NO MORE THAN FI VE YEARS.

(D) THE STUDENT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO MAI NTAI N A CUMULATI VE GRADE PO NT
AVERAGE (G P.A.) OF AT LEAST 2.5 IN ORDER TO REMAIN ELIGBLE FOR THE
PROGRAM

(1) IF A STUDENT OR FORVMER STUDENT FAILS TO FULFILL ANY OF THE
REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH | N SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF TH S PARAGRAPH, THE TRUS-
TEES SHALL CONVERT TO A STUDENT LOAN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE TU TI ON
VH CH WOULD HAVE BEEN PAI D BY SUCH STUDENT, AS DETERM NED BY THE NEW
YORK STATE HI GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON, PLUS | NTEREST, ACCORD-
ING TO A SCHEDULE TO BE DETERM NED BY SUCH CORPORATI ON. SUCH REPAYMENT
MAY ALSO BE REQUIRED | F A RECI PI ENT FAILS TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS FOR
| NFORMATI ON NECESSARY TO DETERM NE CONTI NUED ELI GBI LI TY OR FOR ADM NI S-
TRATI ON OF THE PROGRAM

(1'11) ANY STUDENT WHO ELECTS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROGRAM UNDER THI S
PARAGRAPH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO APPLY FOR TU TION ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
FUNDING FUNDS AWARDED ON THE TU TION ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE
APPLI ED TOMRDS THE COST OF TUI TION PRIOR TO AN AWARD UNDER THI S SUBPAR-
AGRAPH.

(1V) STUDENTS SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR ALL OTHER COSTS | NCLUDI NG HOUS-
I NG FEES AND OTHER NON- TUI TI ON RELATED CHARGES.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



