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STATE OF NEW YORK

9580
I N ASSEMBLY
March 21, 2016

Introduced by M of A RA MJRRAY, GRAF, McDONOUGH -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the comm ssioner of
education granting schools variances for alternative assessnents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 305 of education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 55 to read as foll ows:

55. A THE COW SSI ONER SHALL GRANT SCHOOLS VARI ANCES FOR ALTERNATI VE
ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY BE SUBSTI TUTED FOR CERTAI N ASSESSMENTS SPECI FI ED | N
REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

B. AN "ALTERNATI VE ASSESSMENT" MJST MEET THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(1) SHALL MEASURE THE STATE LEARNING STANDARDS FOR THE RESPECTI VE
CONTENT AREA;

(1'l) SHALL BE AT LEAST AS RI GOROUS AS THE CORRESPONDI NG REQUI RED STATE
ASSESSMENT;

(1'11) SHALL BE CONSI STENT W TH TECHNI CAL CRI TERI A FOR VALIDITY, RELI-
ABI LI TY, AND FREEDOM FROM BI AS; AND

(I1V) THHS 1S TO INCLUDE, BUT NOI BE LIMTED TGO PORTFOLI O BASED
ASSESSMENTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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