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STATE OF NEW YORK

9372
I N ASSEMBLY
February 29, 2016

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Children and Fam lies

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing a divi-
sion of early childhood wthin the office of children and famly
services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 500 of the executive |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. (A) THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND
FAM LY SERVI CES A DI VI SION OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD. THE DIVISION SHALL BE
UNDER THE DI RECTION OF THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND
FAM LY SERVI CES. THE DI VI SION OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD SHALL BE HEADED BY THE
DI RECTOR OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD WHO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY A COW TTEE
COWOSED OF THE GOVERNOR OR H'S OR HER DESI GNEE, THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF
THE ASSEMBLY AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE

(B) THE PRI MARY DUTIES OF THE DI VI SION OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD ARE TO COOR-
DI NATE, CONSCLI DATE AND | NTEGRATE EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS, IN ORDER TO
ADM NI STER PROGRAMS AND FUNDI NG AS EFFI Cl ENTLY AS PCSSI BLE. THE DI VI -
SION S DUTIES SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(1) TO DEVELOP, COORDI NATE AND SUPPORT PUBLI C AND PRI VATE PARTNERSHI PS
TO Al D EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS ACRCSS THE STATE;

(1) TO WORK COOPERATI VELY AND | N COORDI NATION W TH THE EARLY CHI LD
HOOD ADVI SORY COUNCI L;

(I'11) TO COLLABORATE W TH THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT TO ENSURE PROPER
AND APPROPRI ATE CONNECTI ONS AND SMOOTH TRANSI TI ONS BETWEEN EARLY CHI LD-
HOOD PROGRAMS AND Kl NDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE TWELVE PROGRANS;

(1V) TO COORDI NATE THE DELIVERY OF SERVI CES FOR YOUNG CHI LDREN AND
THEI R FAM LI ES TO ENSURE THE STATE IS UTILIZING ALL AVAI LABLE FUNDI NG
STREAMS |N A UNI FI ED FASHI ON; AND

(V) TO PERFORM ANY OTHER ACTI VI TIES THAT W LL ASSIST IN THE DI VI SI ON
OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(©) THE DI RECTOR OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR | MPLE-
MENTI NG THE POLI Cl ES AND DI RECTI VES OF THE DI VI SI ON OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD.
THE DI RECTOR MAY SEEK AND SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECElI VE FROM OTHER STATE
AGENCI ES SUCH ASSI STANCE AS MAY BE REQUI RED TO PERFORM SUCH DI RECTOR S
DUTI ES PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON. THE DI RECTOR MAY APPO NT SUCH OFFI -
CERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS AND CONSULTANTS AS HE OR SHE MAY DEEM NECESSARY.
TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE DI RECTOR SHALL APPO NT THE OFFI CERS,
EMPLOYEES, AGENTS AND CONSULTANTS FOR THE DI VI SI ON OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD,
FROM AMONG THE EXI STI NG OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN
AND FAM LY SERVI CES.

(D) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, THE DI VI SI ON
OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD SHALL BEG N A STATEW DE ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION OF
THE CURRENT FUNDI NG STREAMS FOR THE STATE. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL, ON OR
BEFORE OCTOBER FI RST, TWD THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, PROVIDE TO THE GOVERNOR
AND THE LEG SLATURE PROGRAMVATI C AND LEG SLATI VE RECOMVENDATI ONS, BASED
ON | TS STATEW DE ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATI ON.

(E) THE DI VI SION OF EARLY CHI LDHOOD SHALL SUBM T TO THE GOVERNOR AND
LEG SLATURE, WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBDI VI SI ON,
A REPORT AS THE VARI OUS EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE IN
THE STATE. THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE RECOMIVENDATI ONS AND AN ACTI ON PLAN
TO FURTHER CONSOLI DATE AND COCRDI NATE EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS AND FUND-
| NG SOURCES THAT SUPPORT THESE PROGRAMNS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



