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STATE OF NEW YORK

9355--B
I N ASSEMBLY
February 25, 2016

I ntroduced by M of A HUNTER, SEPULVEDA, STIRPE, BARRON, SOLAGES, M LL-
ER, BRENNAN, WLLIAMS, TITONE, MAGNARELLI, JEAN- Pl ERRE, RQZI C, HYND-
MAN, KIM NOLAN, O DONNELL, TITUS, ARROYO, ENGLEBRI GHT, HOOPER, RYAN,
CRESPO, OTlS, MAYER, SIMON, BLAKE, JOYNER, MJRRAY, SEAWRI GHT, D Pl E-
TRO, WALKER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A CANCEL, COOK, CROUCH,

MAGEE,  MOSLEY, THIELE -- read once and referred to the Committee on
Education -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and recomritted to said cormittee -- again reported fromsaid

commttee with anendnents, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmmit-
ted to said committee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing a task
force on safety in school transportation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new section 3638
to read as foll ows:

S 3638. TASK FORCE ON SAFETY I N SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY CREATED A TASK FORCE W TH THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTI NG SAFETY I N
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON.

2. THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONSI ST OF THE COM SSIONER OR H'S OR HER
DESI GNEE, THE COWM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON OR HI S OR HER DESI GNEE, THE
COW SSI ONER  OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES OR HI'S OR HER DESI GNEE
AND ELEVEN MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSIONER | N ACCORDANCE
W TH SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON, THERE SHALL BE ELEVEN
MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE COVMM SSI ONER OF WHOM ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A
SCHOOL DI STRICT TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGER, DI RECTOR OR SUPERVI SOR, ONE
MEMBER SHALL BE A REPRESENTATIVE OF A LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD, ONE MEMBER
SHALL BE A SCHOCOL ADM NI STRATOR, ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A SCHOOL BUSI NESS
OFFI Cl AL OR OTHER RELATED TITLE; ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A SCHOOL BUS
CONTRACTOR, ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A SCHOOL BUS DRI VER, MONI TOR OR ATTEND-
ANT; THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS OF STUDENTS | NCLUDI NG
AT LEAST ONE PARENT OF A STUDENT RECEI VI NG SPECI AL EDUCATI ON SERVI CES;
ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A PUBLI C MEMBER WHO SHALL HAVE KNOW.EDGE AND EXPER-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TISE [N ENSURI NG SAFETY | N SCHOOL TRANSPCRTATI ON; AND ONE MEMBER SHALL
BE A PUBLI C MEMBER WHO SHALL BE AN EXPERT ON THE SAFETY EQUI PMENT AVAI L-
ABLE | N SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLES.

4. | T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE TASK FORCE TO STUDY | SSUES ASSOCI ATED
W TH STUDENT SAFETY | N SCHOCL TRANSPORTATI ON. THE TASK FORCE SHALL:

A. REVI EW EXI STI NG FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS SCHOOL BUS SAFETY, AND MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR
THE | MPROVEMENT OF STATE LAWS, | NCLUDI NG ANY RECOVMENDATI ONS NECESSARY
TO ENSURE THAT THE PEDESTRI AN SAFETY RECORD | S ROUTI NELY REVI EWED BY AN
APPROPRI ATE STATE COFFI CE;

B. EXAM NE THE PGSSI Bl LI TY OF REQUI RI NG A STATE DEPARTMENT OR OFFI CE
TO CONDUCT A Bl ANNUAL REVI EW OF ALL ASPECTS OF SCHOOL BUS SAFETY AND TO
| SSUE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR ADDI TI ONAL ACTI ON OR OVERSI GHT, AS APPRCPRI -
ATE;

C. DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS RELATED TO SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MEASURES VWH CH
MAY REQUI RE RETROFI TTI NG AND PROSPECTI VE VEH CLE PURCHASES, AND RECOM
MENDATI ONS RELATED TO THE POTENTI AL APPLI CATI ON OF VEHI CLE SENSOR TECH-
NCLOGY TO | MPROVE SCHOOL BUS SAFETY;

D. I DENTI FY BEST PRACTI CES FOR THE DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOCL BUS STOPS;

E. REVIEW THE CURRENT SAFETY STATUS OF STUDENTS WHO WALK TO AND FROM
SCHOCL AND | DENTI FY STRATEG ES THAT SUPPORT SAFE PEDESTRI AN BEHAVI OR BY
STUDENTS BETWEEN THEI R HOVES AND SCHOOLS, | NCLUDI NG AS THEY WALK TO AND
FROM BUS STOPS AND BOARD AND EXI T BUSES;

F. I DENTI FY SAFETY PROTOCCOLS TO BE FOLLOWED BY SCHOOL BUS DRI VERS AND
SCHOCL BUS AIDES, | NCLUDING SAFEGQUARDS TO ENSURE THAT PROTOCOLS ARE
FOLLOWED WHEN A SUBSTI TUTE DRI VER OR SCHOOL BUS AIDE | S ASSIGNED TO A

SCHOCL BUS;
G DEVELOP RECOMMENDATI ONS TO CURB | LLEGAL PASSI NG OF SCHOOL BUSES;
AND

H DETERMNE IF THERE IS A NEED FOR ADDI TIONAL PUBLIC EDUCATI ON
PROGRAMS THAT PROMOTE SCHOOL BUS SAFETY.

5. ALL APPO NTMENTS TO THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE MADE W THI N THI RTY DAYS
OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THI'S SECTI ON. VACANCI ES I N THE MEMBERSHI P OF
THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL
APPO NTMENTS WERE MADE. THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL SERVE W TH-
OUT COWVPENSATI ON BUT MAY BE REI MBURSED, WTHIN THE LIM TS OF FUNDS MADE
AVAI LABLE TO THE TASK FORCE, FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE
PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

6. THE TASK FORCE SHALL COMMENCE | TS DUTIES AS SOON AS |S PRACTI CAL
UPON THE APPO NTMENT OF A MAJORITY OF | TS MEMBERS. THE TASK FORCE SHALL
APPO NT A SECRETARY WHO NEED NOT BE A MEMBER. THE TASK FORCE SHALL
SELECT A CHAI R FROM AMONG | TS MEMBERS.

7. THE DEPARTMENT NMAY PROVI DE STAFF AND RELATED SUPPORT SERVI CES TO
THE TASK FORCE. THE TASK FORCE MAY MEET AND HOLD HEARI NGS AT SUCH PLACES
AS | T SHALL DESI GNATE.

8. THE TASK FORCE SHALL PRESENT A REPORT OF I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVEN-
DATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND TO THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY NO LATER THAN TWELVE MONTHS AFTER I TS COMVENCE-
MENT AND SHALL CEASE TO EXI ST UPON SUBM TTI NG SUCH REPORT AND RECOMMVEN-
DATI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



