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STATE OF NEW YORK

9254- - A
I N ASSEMBLY
February 5, 2016

Introduced by M of A BICHOITE, SEAWRI GAT, CERETTO, MOSLEY, WALKER,

HOOPER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A LENTCOL, SIMON -- read once
and referred to the Comittee on Hi gher Education -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the establishnent of
the New York prom se programfor conmunity coll eges; and naking an
appropriation therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 126 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
section 6311 to read as foll ows:

S 6311. NEW YORK PROM SE PROGRAM 1. ESTABLI SHVENT. THERE | S HEREBY
ESTABLI SHED THE NEW YORK PROM SE PROGRAM FOR COVMUNI TY COLLEGES.

2. ADM NI STRATI ON. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADM NI STER THE NEW YORK PROW
| SE PROGRAM AS PROVIDED FOR IN THI' S SECTI ON. SUBJECT TO SUBDI VI SI ONS
FIVE AND SI X OF THI S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE A WAIVER OF
TUI TI ON FOR COVMUNI TY COLLEGE COURSES TO A PERSON WHO MEETS THE CRI TERI A
DESCRIBED |IN SUBDIVISIONS THREE AND FOUR OF THI' S SECTI ON. SUCH WAI VER
SHALL BE A GRANT AND LIM TED AS PROVI DED I N SUBDI VI SI ONS FI VE AND SI X OF
THI S SECTI ON.

3. ELIGBILITY. A GRANT SHALL BE AWARDED UNDER THIS SECTION TO A
PERSON WHO.

(A) IS ENROLLED I N COURSES THAT ARE:

(1) OFFERED AT A COVWUNITY COLLEGE IN THI S STATE; AND

(1) DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT, TO BE REQUI RED FOR COWPLETI ON OF:

(1) A ONE- YEAR CURRI CULUM FOR STUDENTS WHO PLAN TO TRANSFER TO ANOTHER
POST- SECONDARY | NSTI TUTI ON OF EDUCATI ON;

(2) AN ASSOCI ATE' S DEGREE; OR

(3) A PROGRAM | N CAREER AND TECHNI CAL EDUCATI ON.

(B) HAS BEEN A RESI DENT OF THI S STATE FOR AT LEAST TWELVE MONTHS PRI OR
TO ENRCLLING IN THE COURSES DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI' S SUBDI VI -
SI ON,;

(C) ATTAI NED THEI R HI GHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION I N THI S STATE PRIOR TG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) RECEIVING A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA; OR
(1'l') RECEIVI NG A GENERAL EDUCATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT CERTI FI CATE.

(D) ATTAINED THEIR HI GHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATI ON AS DESCRI BED | N PARA-
GRAPH (C) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION WTHI N SI X MONTHS FROM THE DATE THE PERSON
FI RST ENRCLLS | N COURSES DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
FOR THE PURPCSE OF RECEI VI NG A GRANT UNDER THI S SECTI ON;

(E) EARNED A CUMJLATI VE GRADE PO NT AVERACE CF 2.5 OR BETTER IN HI CGH
SCHOCL OR OTHERW SE DEMONSTRATED AN EQUI VALENT ACADEM C ABILITY, AS
DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(F) COWPLETED AND SUBM TTED THE FREE APPLI CATI ON FOR FEDERAL STUDENT
Al D (FAFSA) FOR EACH ACADEM C YEAR AND ACCEPTED ALL STATE AND FEDERAL
Al D GRANTS AVAI LABLE, |F ELI G BLE TO FI LE THE APPLI CATI ON; AND

(G HAS NOT COWPLETED EI THER OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) MORE THAN A TOTAL OF NI NETY CREDI T HOURS, OR THE EQUI VALENT, AT A
PCST- SECONDARY | NSTI TUTI ON OF EDUCATI ON; OR

(1) A CURRICULUM DECREE OR PROGRAM AS DESCRIBED |IN SUBPARAGRAPH
(1) OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

4. CONTINUED ELIGBILITY. (A A PERSON CONTI NUES TO REMAIN ELI G BLE TO
RECEI VE A GRANT UNDER THI'S SECTION | F THE PERSON, | N ADDI TI ON TO SATI S-
FYI NG THE CRI TERI A DESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON:

(1) MAINTAINS A CUMULATI VE GRADE PO NT AVERAGE OF 2.5 OR BETTER DURI NG
EACH TERM FOR VWH CH SUCH PERSON HAS RECEI VED A GRANT UNDER THI S SECTI ON;

(1) MAKES SATI SFACTORY PROGRESS TOMARDS A ONE- YEAR CURRI CULUM DEGREE
OR PROGRAM AS DESCRI BED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (I 1) OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI -
VI SION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT; AND

(I'1'l') ENROLLS I N COURSES DESCRI BED I N PARAGRAPH (A) OF SuUBDI VI SION
THREE OF TH'S SECTION FOR A SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER OF CREDI T HOURS TO BE
CONS| DERED AT LEAST A HALF-TI ME STUDENT EACH TERM FOR AT LEAST THREE
TERMS | N EACH CONSECUTI VE YEAR.

(B) A PERSON WHO FAI LS TO MAI NTAI N THE CUMULATI VE GRADE PO NT AVERAGE
SPECI FI ED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION
BECOVES | NELIG BLE TO RECEIVE A GRANT UNDER THI S SECTI ON FOR THE TERM
AFTER WH CH THE PERSON FAI LS TO MAINTAIN THE CUMULATIVE GRADE PO NT
AVERAGE, UNLESS THE ELI @ BI LI TY REQUI REMENT OF SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF PARA-
GRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION | S WAI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

5. AWARDS. (A) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF A GRANT AWARDED UNDER THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE BASED ON EACH TERM THAT A PERSON IS ENROCLLED IN COURSES
DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON. AFTER
THE AMOUNT OF TUI TI ON FOR THE PERSON FOR THE TERM IS REDUCED BY FIFTY
DOLLARS, TO BE PAID BY THE PERSON, AND REDUCED BY ANY AMOUNTS RECEI VED
BY THE PERSON | N STATE AND FEDERAL AID GRANTS, THE PERSON SHALL BE
ELI G BLE FOR A GRANT UNDER THI' S SECTI ON | N AN AMOUNT THAT EQUALS:

(1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (I1) OF THI S PARAGRAPH, NOT
LESS THAN THE CGREATER OF:

(1) ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS; AND

(2) THE PERSON S ACTUAL COST OF TUI Tl ON.

(1'l') NOT MORE THAN THE LESSER OF:

(1) THE AVERAGE COST COF TU TION AT A COMUNITY COLLEGE IN THI'S STATE,
AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT; AND

(2) THE PERSON S ACTUAL COST FOR TUI TI ON.

(B) THE M N MUM AMOUNT OF A GRANT, AS CALCULATED UNDER PARAGRAPH (A)
OF TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON, MAY BE PRORATED FOR A PERSON WHO IS ENROCLLED IN
COURSES DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON
FOR A SUFFI Cl ENT NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS TO BE CONSIDERED AT LEAST A
HALF- TI ME STUDENT BUT NOT A FULL-TI ME STUDENT.
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(© THE DEPARTMENT MAY PRESCRIBE BY RULE OR REGULATI ON WHETHER TO
| NCLUDE FEES, AND ANY LI M TATI ONS RELATED TO THE | NCLUSI ON OF FEES, WHEN
DETERM NI NG THE ACTUAL COST OF TUI TION OR THE AVERAGE COST OF TUITION
UNDER THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

6. TOTAL GRANT AMOUNT. THE TOTAL AMOUNT | N GRANTS AWARDED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON BY THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT EXCEED TEN M LLI ON DOLLARS PER FI SCAL
YEAR, OR ANY LESSER AMOUNT AVAI LABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPGCSE
OF THI S SECTI ON. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ADOPT BY RULE OR REGULATION THE
PRIORITY BY WH CH GRANTS ARE AWARDED, WH CH MAY ALLOW FOR PREFERENCE TO
BE G VEN TO PERSONS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL DI STRICTS OR H GH SCHOOLS THAT
MEET SPECI FI ED CRI TERI A.

7. RULES AND REGULATIONS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT ANY RULES AND
REGULATI ONS NECESSARY FOR THE ADM NI STRATION OF THI'S SECTI ON | NCLUDI NG
ANY REQUI REMENTS RELATED TO

(A) SPECIFYING THE FORM AND TI MELI NES FOR SUBM TTI NG AN APPLI CATI ON
FOR A GRANT UNDER THI S SECTI ON,

(B) DETERM NI NG WHETHER A PERSON | S ELI G BLE FOR A GRANT UNDER TH'S
SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG WHETHER THE PERSON SHALL BE G VEN PRI ORI TY AS ALLOWED
UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON SI X OF THI S SECTI ON;

(© | MPLEMENTI NG PROGRAMS OR POLICIES THAT | MPROVE THE ACADEM C
SUCCESS OR COWVPLETI ON RATES FOR PERSONS WHO RECEI VE A GRANT UNDER THI'S
SECTI ON,

(D) PRESCRIBING ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS AND GRANT CALCULATI ONS FOR
PERSONS DUALLY ENROLLED IN A COWUNI TY COLLEGE AND A PUBLI C UNI VERSI TY;
AND

(E) EVALUATING THE |MPACT OF THE PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG ANY REQUI REMENTS FOR REPORTI NG DATA NEEDED FOR EVALU-
ATI ON.

8. NO LATER THAN DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST OF EACH EVEN- NUMBERED YEAR, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY A REPORT THAT SUMVARI ZES THE
DEPARTMENT' S FI NDI NGS ON THE | MPACT OF THE PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER
THI'S SECTI ON. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) STUDENT COWPLETION RATES OF CURRICULA, DEGREES AND PROGRAMS
DESCRI BED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (11) OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF
THI S SECTI ON;

(B) THE AMOUNT OF FEDERAL Al D GRANTS RECEI VED BY PERSONS WHO RECEI! VED
A GRANT UNDER THI S SECTI ON;

(© THE FI NANCI AL | MPACT OF THE PROGRAM ON SCHOOL DI STRICTS THAT HAD
STUDENTS RECEI VE A GRANT UNDER THI S SECTI ON;

(D) THE FINANCI AL AND ENROLLMENT | MPACT OF THE PROGRAM ON COVMUNI TY
COLLEGES AND PUBLI C UNI VERSI TIES I N THI S STATE; AND

(E) THE OVERALL SUCCESS RATE OF TH S PROGRAM AND FI NANCI AL | MPACT OF
THE PROGRAM

S 2. The sum of ten mllion dollars ($ 10,000, 000.00), or so nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
education fromany noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the departnent of education not otherw se appropriated for
services and expenses of the New York State Prom se Programfor the
pur poses of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such sum shall be
payable on the audit and warrant of the state conptroller on vouchers
certified or approved by the comm ssioner of education, or his duly
designated representative in the manner provided by |aw. No expenditure
shall be made fromthis appropriation until a certificate of approval of
avai lability shall have been issued by the director of the budget and
filed with the state conptroller and a copy filed with the chairmn of
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the senate finance commttee and the chairman of the assenbly ways and
nmeans conmittee. Such certificate may be anmended fromtine to time by
the director of the budget and a copy of each such anendnent shall be
filed with the state conptroller, the chairman of the senate finance
commttee and the chairman of the assenbly ways and nmeans conmitt ee.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law and apply to courses enrolled in beginning in
the 2016-2017 acadenic year.



