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STATE OF NEW YORK

8656- - A
I N ASSEMBLY
January 7, 2016

Introduced by M of A WEPRIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation -- committee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to exenpting
hoverboards and el ectric unicycles fromthe definition of "notor vehi-
cle"; and to amend the executive law, in relation to directing the
consuner protection division to nonitor incidents of hoverboards and
el ectric unicycles that explode or ignite

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding two new
sections 114-e and 119-c to read as foll ows:

S 114-E. ELECTRIC UNI CYCLE. EVERY DEVI CE, HAVI NG A SI NGLE WHEEL ON A
SI NGLE AXLE, NOT EXCEEDI NG TWENTY-SEVEN |INCHES |IN HEIGHT AND NOT
EQUI PPED W TH HANDLEBARS, DESI GNED TO TRANSPORT ONE PERSON BY MEANS OF
AN ELECTRI C PROPULSI ON SYSTEM AND HAVI NG A MAXI MUM SPEED, WHEN PROPELLED
SOLELY BY | TS ELECTRI C PROPULSI ON SYSTEM NOT | N EXCESS OF TWENTY M LES
AN HOUR. AN ELECTRIC UNI CYCLE SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO BE AN ELECTRIC
PERSONAL ASSI STI VE MOBI LI TY DEVI CE

S 119-C. HOVERBQOARD. EVERY SELF- BALANCI NG DEVI CE, HAVING TWO OR MORE
VWHEELS ON A SINGLE AXLE, NOT EXCEEDI NG TWELVE | NCHES | N HElI GHT, EXCLU-
SI VE OF ANY LEG PAD ANDY OR BAR, AND NOT EQUIPPED OR DESIGNED TO BE
EQUI PPED W TH HANDLE BARS, DESI GNED TO TRANSPORT ONE PERSON BY MEANS OF
AN ELECTRI C PROPULSI ON SYSTEM AND HAVI NG A MAXI MUM SPEED, WHEN PROPELLED
SOLELY BY | TS ELECTRI C PROPULSI ON SYSTEM NOT | N EXCESS OF TWENTY M LES
AN HOUR. A HOVERBOARD SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO BE AN ELECTRI C PERSONAL
ASSI STI VE MOBI LI TY DEVI CE

S 2. Section 125 of the vehicle and traffic I aw, as anended by chapter
365 of the |aws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 125. Motor vehicles. Every vehicle operated or driven upon a public
hi ghway which is propelled by any power other than nuscul ar power,
except (a) electrically-driven nobility assistance devices operated or
driven by a person with a disability, (a-1) electric personal assistive
nobility devices operated outside a city wth a population of one

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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mllion or nore, (b) vehicles which run only upon rails or tracks, (c)
snownmobi | es as defined in article forty-seven of this chapter, [and] (d)
all terrain vehicles as defined in article forty-eight-B of this
chapter, (E) HOVERBOARDS, AND (F) ELECTRIC UNI CYCLES. For the purposes
of title four of this chapter, the termnotor vehicle shall exclude fire
and police vehicles other than anbul ances. For the purposes of titles
four and five of this chapter the termnotor vehicles shall exclude farm
type tractors and all terrain type vehicles used exclusively for agri-
cul tural purposes, or for snow plowi ng, other than for hire, farm equip-
ment, including self-propelled nachines wused exclusively in grow ng,
harvesting or handling farm produce, and self-propelled caterpillar or
crawl er-type equi pnent whil e being operated on the contract site.

S 3. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new article
34-D to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 34-D
ELECTRI C UNI CYCLES AND HOVERBQOARDS
SECTI ON 1280. ELECTRI C UNI CYCLES AND HOVERBQOARDS; LOCAL REGULATI ON.
1281. PROTECTI VE GEAR, PERSONS UNDER El GHTEEN YEARS OF ACGE.
1282. RECKLESS OPERATI ON PRCHI BI TED.

S 1280. ELECTRIC UNI CYCLES AND HOVERBOARDS; LOCAL REGULATI ON. 1.
EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION TWO OF THI'S SECTION, NO
PROVI SION OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL BE DEEMED TO PRCHI BI T THE GOVERNI NG BODY
OF ANY COUNTY, CITY, TOM OR VI LLAGE FROM REGULATI NG THE USE AND OPERA-
TI ON OF ELECTRI C UNI CYCLES ANDY OR HOVERBOARDS, | NCLUDING THE OPERATI ON
THEREOF ON ANY PUBLIC H GHWAY WHERE THERE |'S NO ADJO NI NG SI DEWALK OR
SHOUL DER.

2. NO PROVI SION OF TH' S CHAPTER SHALL BE DEEMED TO PROH BIT THE USE
AND OPERATI ON OF ELECTRI C UNI CYCLES AND HOVERBOARDS | N A PUBLI C PARK.

S 1281. PROTECTIVE GEAR, PERSONS UNDER ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE. 1. NO
PERSON LESS THAN ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE SHALL OPERATE AN ELECTRI C UNI CY-
CLE OR HOVERBQARD UNLESS SUCH PERSON | S VWEARI NG A HELMET, KNEE PADS AND
VRl ST GUARDS MEETI NG STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, WEARI NG A HELMET MEANS HAVING A
HELMET OF GOOD FIT FASTENED SECURELY UPON THE HEAD W TH THE HELMET
STRAPS.

3. ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL PAY A
ClVIL FINE NOT TO EXCEED FI FTY DOLLARS.

S 1282. RECKLESS OPERATION PRCHIBITED. 1. FOR PURPCSES OF TH S
SECTI ON, " RECKLESS OPERATI ON' MEANS OPERATI NG AN ELECTRIC UN CYCLE OR
HOVERBOARD ON A PUBLIC STREET, H GHWAY OR SI DEWALK | N SUCH A MANNER AS
TO ENDANGER THE SAFETY OR PROPERTY OF ANOTHER

2. NO PERSON SHALL ENGAGE I N THE RECKLESS OPERATION OF AN ELECTRIC
UNI CYCLE OR HOVERBQARD.

3. A VIOLATION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE A TRAFFI C | NFRACTI ON.

S 4. Section 1800 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by addi ng
a new subdi vision (e-1) to read as foll ows:

(E-1) EVERY PERSON CONVICTED OF A VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF
SECTI ON TWELVE HUNDRED EI GHTY- TWD OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL BE PUNI SHED BY A
FINE OF NOT LESS THAN FI FTY DOLLARS, NOR MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

S 5. Section 94-a of the executive |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 4-a to read as foll ows:

4-A. ELECTRI C UNI CYCLES AND HOVERBOARDS. THE DI VI SION SHALL SOLICT,
ACCEPT AND | NVESTI GATE COVPLAI NTS AND REPORTS OF ANY ELECTRI C UNI CYCLE
OR HOVERBOARD SOLD IN THI S STATE THAT EXPLODES OR IGNITES |IN FLAMES.
AFTER THE | NVESTI GATION OF ANY SUCH COVPLAI NT OR REPORT THE DI VI SI ON
SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER AN EXPLOSI ON OR | GNI TI ON OCCURRED. | F AN ELEC
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TRI C UNI CYCLE OR HOVERBQARD | S DETERM NED TO HAVE EXPLODED OR | GNI TED I N
FLAMES, THE DI VISION SHALL POST THE BRAND, MODEL, MANUFACTURER AND NAME
OF THE RETAIL SELLER THEREOF ON I TS PUBLI C | NTERNET WEBSI TE. THE DI VI -
SION SHALL IMPOSE A CIVIL PENALTY OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS, UPON EACH
MANUFACTURER AND RETAI L SELLER, FOR EACH ELECTRI C UNI CYCLE OR HOVERBOARD
SOLD IN THI'S STATE WHICH | S FOUND TO HAVE EXPLODED OR | GNI TED I N FLAMES;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ANY MANUFACTURER OR RETAIL SELLER WHICH IS
DETERM NED TO HAVE SOLD THREE OR MORE ELECTRI C UNI CYCLES AND/ OR HOVER-
BOARDS THAT HAVE EXPLODED OR | GNI TED I N FLAMES SHALL BE PROHI Bl TED FROM
SELLI NG ANY ELECTRI C UNI CYCLE OR HOVERBOARD I N THI S STATE.

S 6. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



