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STATE OF NEW YORK

8635
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Decenber 23, 2015

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
auti sm spectrum di sorders pl an

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new article
27-L to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 27-L
AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS
SECTI ON 2799-V. AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS PROGRAM
2799-W FUNCTI ONS, POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT.
2799- X. AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS ADVI SORY BOARD.

S 2799-V. AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS PROGRAM THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE
THE CENTRAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADM N STERING THE PROVISIONS OF TH' S
ARTI CLE AND OTHERW SE COORDI NATI NG THE STATE' S POLI CI ES W TH RESPECT TO
AUTI SM  SPECTRUM DI SORDERS, | N CONSULTATION W TH THE OFFI CE FOR PEOPLE
W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITIES, THE OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, THE OFFI CE OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
SERVI CES, THE DEPARTMENT OF FAM LY ASSI STANCE, THE OFFICE OF THE ADVO
CATE FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES AND THE COVM SSI ON ON QUALI TY OF CARE
FOR THE MENTALLY DI SABLED.

S 2799-W FUNCTI ONS, PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE DEPART-
MENT SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG FUNCTI ONS AND DUTI ES:

1. TO DEVELOP, | MPLEMENT, MONI TOR, AND ANNUALLY UPDATE A STATEW DE
AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS PROGRAM WHI CH SHALL PROVI DE FOR COVPREHENSI VE,
LI FESPAN SUPPORTS TO | ND VIDUALS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS AND
THEI R FAM LI ES THROUGH ACCESS TO | NFORMATI ON AND RESOURCES, COORDI NATI ON
OF SERVI CES, AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF EVI DENCE- BASED PRACTI CES;

2. TO FURNI SH THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND
THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY WTH THE ANNUALLY UPDATED PLAN REQUI RED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON NO LATER THAN SI XTY DAYS
AFTER THE CLOSE OF EACH FI SCAL YEAR;

3. TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY GRANTS, AWARDS OF OTHER FUNDS OR APPROPRI -
ATI ONS AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE FOR THESE PURPCSES, SUBJECT TO LI M TATI ONS AS
TO THE APPROVAL OF EXPENDI TURES AND AUDI TS AS PRESCRI BED FOR STATE FUNDS
BY THE STATE FI NANCE LAW AND

4. TO THE EXTENT FEASI BLE, UTI LI ZE EXI STI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH DEMON-
STRATED | NTEREST AND EXPERTI SE | N SERVI NG PERSONS W TH AUTI SM  SPECTRUM
DI SORDERS AND SHALL, W THI N FUNDS AVAI LABLE, ENTER | NTO CONTRACTS W TH
SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS.

S 2799- X. AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS ADVI SORY BOARD. 1. THERE | S HEREBY
ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS ADVI SORY
BOARD.

2. SUCH BOARD W LL CONSI ST OF NI NETEEN MEMBERS, TEN OF WHOM SHALL BE
APPO NTED AND NI NE OF WHOM SHALL SERVE EX OFFICI O OF THE TEN APPQO NTED
MEMBERS, TWO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TWO SHALL BE APPQO NTED
BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, TWO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, TWO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORITY LEADER
OF THE SENATE AND TWO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY. OF THE TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY EACH APPO NTI NG AUTHORI TY, ONE
MEMBER SHALL HAVE EXPERTI SE OF WORK AS A PROFESSIONAL IN THE FIELD OF
AUTI SM AND ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A FAM LY ADVOCATE OR SELF- ADVOCATE | N THE
COWUNI TY THAT SUCH ADVOCATE RESI DES. A REPRESENTATI VE FROM EACH OF THE
FOLLOW NG STATE AGENCI ES SHALL SERVE EX OFFICIO THE OFFICE FOR PEOPLE
W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES; THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON; THE OFFI CE
O MENTAL HEALTH, THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAMLY SERVI CES; THE
DEPARTMENT; THE COVM SSI ON ON QUALI TY OF CARE AND ADVOCACY FOR PERSONS
WTH DISABILITIES,; THE DEVELOPMENTAL PLANNI NG COUNCIL; THE COUNCI L ON
CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES; AND THE OFFI CE OF VOCATI ONAL AND EDUCA-
TIONAL SERVICES FOR | NDIVIDUALS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES. THE CHAI R OF THE
BOARD SHALL BE SELECTED BY THE GOVERNOR.

3. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE APPQO NTI NG
AUTHORI TY. VACANCI ES ON THE BOARD SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME MANNER AS
THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL RECElI VE NO COVPEN-
SATION, BUT SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES W THI N AMOUNTS  APPROPRI ATED
THEREFOR.

4. SUCH BOARD SHALL MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY. SPECI AL MEETI NGS MAY BE
CALLED BY THE CHAI R THE AGENDA AND MEETING PLACE OF ALL REGULAR OR
SPECI AL MEETINGS SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C I N ADVANCE OF
SUCH MEETI NGS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



