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STATE OF NEW YORK

8604
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Decenber 2, 2015

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel oprment

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation law, in
relation to creating the "Wnen's rights history trail" program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The parks, recreation and historic preservation law is
anmended by adding a new article 42 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 42
WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY TRAI L PROGRAM
SECTI ON 42. 01 LEG SLATI VE | NTENT.
42.03 DEFI NI Tl ONS.
42. 05 GENERAL FUNCTI ONS, POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COWM SSI ONER.

S 42.01 LEG SLATIVE INTENT. THE LEG SLATURE RECOGNI ZES THAT THE
WOMEN S RI GHTS MOVEMENT |S ONE OF THE THREE GREAT PROTEST TRADI TIONS | N
UNI TED STATES HI STORY, SHARI NG THAT STATUS W TH THE STRUGGLE FOR RACI AL
EQUALI TY AND THE LABOR MOVEMENTS.

THE LEG SLATURE FURTHER RECOGNI ZES THAT THE WOMEN' S RIGHTS MOVEMENT
HAS A STRONG TRADI TION | N THE STATE. I N THE NI NETEENTH CENTURY THE
STATE WAS AT THE CUTTI NG EDGE OF THE WOMEN S RI GHTS MOVEMENT. ON JULY
19, 1848, A GROUP OF ACTI VI STS | NCLUDI NG ELI ZABETH CADY STANTON, LUCRE-
TIA MOTT AND MARY ANN M CLI NTOCK, CONVENED THE FIRST WOMEN S RIGHTS
CONVENTI ON AT WESLEYAN CHAPEL | N SENECA FALLS. DURI NG THE CONVENTI ON, 68
WOMEN AND 32 MEN SIGNED THE DECLARATI ON OF SENTI MENTS CALLI NG FOR A
BROAD ARRAY OF RI GHTS FOR WOMEN, | NCLUDI NG SUFFRAGE. | N 1868, SUSAN B.
ANTHONY HELPED TO FOUND THE AMERI CAN EQUAL RI GHTS ASSCCI ATI ON. I N 1890,
UNDER HER LEADERSHI P AND THE LEADERSHI P OF ELI ZABETH CADY STANTON, THE
NATI ONAL AMERI CAN WOVAN SUFFRAGE ASSCCI ATI ON ( NAWBA) WAS FORMVED. NAWSA
WAS | NSTRUMENTAL I N SECURING PASSAGE OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT, WH CH
AMVENDED THE CONSTITUTION TO A VE WWMVEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE. THE 19TH
AVENDVENT WAS PASSED BY CONGRESS ON JUNE 4, 1919, AND WAS RATIFIED ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AUGUST 18, 1920. SUSAN B. ANTHONY ALSO CAMPAI GNED FOR THE RI GHTS OF
WOVEN TO OMN PROPERTY, TO KEEP THEI R OAN EARNI NGS, AND TO HAVE CUSTODY
OF THEIR CH LDREN. | N 1900, SHE PERSUADED THE UNI VERSI TY OF ROCHESTER TO
ADM T WOVEN. IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURI ES, THE WOMVEN S
MOVEMENT EXPANDED TO PLAY A CRI TI CAL ROLE I N SHAPI NG POLI Cl ES ON EDUCA-

TION, LEGAL REFORM AND ECONOM C AND SOCI AL WELFARE. THE LEGQ SLATURE
RECOGNI ZES THAT THERE ARE MANY NOTABLE WOMEN | N THE STATE WHO FOUGHT FOR
WOMVEN S SUFFRAGE. | T IS THEREFORE THE | NTENT OF TH S LEGQ SLATURE TO HAVE
CREATED A PROGRAM THAT W LL SYSTEMATI CALLY | DENTI FY PROPERTI ES AND SI TES
FOR I NCLUSION | NTO A WOMEN' S RIGHTS HI STORY TRAI L. BY CREATING A
WOMEN S RIGHTS H STORY TRAIL, THE STATE WLL ENCOURAGE THE EDUCATI ON
ABOUT AND AWARENESS OF THE | MPORTANT RCLE OF WOMEN | N THE STATE IN THE
WOMEN S RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND THEI R CONTRI BUTI ON TO H STORY AS WELL AS
ATTRACT VI SI TORS TO THE STATE AND ENHANCE THE STATE'S TOURI SM TRADE.

FURTHER | T IS THE I NTENT OF THE LEGQ SLATURE TO ENSURE THAT THE WOMEN S
RI GHTS HI STORY TRAIL IS ADEQUATELY SI GNED SO THAT TRAVELERS MAY FOLLOW
THE TRAI L | NDEPENDENTLY AND W TH EASE.

S 42.03 DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI' S ARTI CLE THE FOLLOW NG DEFI NI TI ONS
SHALL APPLY:

1. "WOMEN S RIGHTS H STORY TRAIL" SHALL MEAN A SERI ES OF PROPERTI ES
AND SI TES IDENTIFIED BY THE COW SSIONER, VWH CH MAY BE LINKED BY
GEOCGRAPHI C PROXIM TY AND ALI GNVENT AND THEMATI C AND HI STORI CAL ASSCOCI -
ATION WTH WOVEN S RI GHTS.

2. "WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY PASSPORT" SHALL MEAN A BOOKLET OR OTHER
PUBLI CATI ON THAT NAMES AND DESCRI BES THE PROPERTI ES AND SI TES | DENTI FI ED
BY THE COWM SSI ONER AND | NCLUDED ON THE WOMEN' S RI GHTS HI STORY TRAI L,
AND MAY | NCLUDE DI SCOUNTS AND OTHER | NCENTI VES RELATED TO VI SITING THE
PROPERTI ES AND SI TES ON THE WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY TRAI L.

S 42.05 GENERAL FUNCTIONS, PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COWM SSI ONER. 1.
THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT THE "WOVEN S RI GHTS HI STORY
TRAI L" PROGRAM SUCH PROGRAM SHALL PROMOTE EDUCATI ON  AND AWARENESS OF
THE STRUGGLE FOR WOVEN S RI GHTS THROUGHOUT HI STORY. THE COMM SSI ONER, | N
CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON, AND ANY OTHER PROP-
ERTIES OR SITES AS | DENTI FI ED BY THE COW SSI ONER AND ANY LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT OFFI Cl AL OR ENTITY, SHALL | DENTI FY PROPERTIES AND SITES THAT ARE
H STORI CALLY AND THEMATI CALLY ASSOCI ATED W TH THE STRUGELE FOR WOMEN' S
RI GHTS AND WOVEN S SUFFRAGE TO BE PART OF THE TRAI L.

2. THE WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY TRAI L SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOI' BE
LIMTED TG PROPERTIES AND SITES WH CH TELL THE STORY OF THE
SEVENTY- TWO- YEAR FI GHT FOR WOMVEN S SUFFRACGE. THESE PROPERTI ES AND SI TES
SHALL | NCLUDE THE WOMEN S NATI ONAL HI STORI CAL PARK, THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY
Bl RTHPLACE, THE ELI ZABETH CADY STANTON HOUSES | N WASHI NGTON COUNTY AND
SENECA FALLS, SITES ASSOCI ATED W TH ELI ZABETH CADY STANTON | N JOHNSTOW,
WOODLAWN CEMETERY, S| TES ASSOCI ATED W TH CARRI E CHAPVAN CATT, THE GERRIT
AND ANN SM TH HOUSE, THE MATI LDA JOSLYN GAGE HOUSE, THE HARRIET MNAY
M LLS HOUSE, THE HARRI ET TUBMAN HOME, THE STONE STORE MUSEUM THE SEWARD
HOUSE, SI TES ASSOCI ATED W TH THE SENECA FALLS WOVEN S RI GHTS CONVENTI ON,
THE FI RST PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH OF SENECA FALLS, THE ONTARI O COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, THE 1816 FARM NGITON QUAKER MEETI NGHOUSE, THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY
HOUSE | N ROCHESTER, THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY CHI LDHOOD HOME | N  WASH NGTON
COUNTY, THE ALICE AUSTEN HOVE | N THE BOROUGH OF STATEN | SLAND, BARNARD
COLLEGE I N THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN, THE M CH GAN STREET BAPTI ST CHURCH
I N BUFFALO, SITES ASSOCI ATED W TH GRANDVA MOSES | N EASTON, AND ANY OTHER
PROPERTI ES OR SI TES AS | DENTI FI ED BY THE COWMM SSI ONER.  THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL DEVELOP THE WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY TRAIL SO THAT IT IS RELATI VELY
SI MPLE AND EASY TO FOLLOW FOR PATRONS.
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3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE TO PRODUCE AND DI SSEM NATE APPROPRI ATE
EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS REGARDI NG THE TRAIL ROUTE, SUCH AS HANDBOCOKS,
MAPS, EXHI BI TS, SIGNS, | NTERPRETI VE GUI DES AND ELECTRONI C | NFORMATI ON.

4. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE TO BE DEVELOPED VACATI ON | TI NERARI ES
BASED ON THE WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY TRAIL, WHI CH SHALL |DENTIFY FOR
VI SI TORS SURROUNDI NG ATTRACTI ONS, RESTAURANTS, FARMS, LODA NG AND OTHER
EXH BI TS OR PLACES OF ENTERTAI NMENT AS MAY BE A PART OF THE H STORI CAL
THEME LINKING THE PROPERTIES AND SITES ON THE WOMEN S RI GHTS HI STORY
TRAI L.

5. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL WORK TO DEVELOP DI SCOUNT PACKAGES FOR SUCH
WOMEN' S RIGHTS HI STORY TRAIL, WH CH MAY | NCLUDE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
WOMEN S RIGHTS HI STORY TRAIL PASSPORT. NOTHI NG SHALL PRECLUDE THE
COW SSI ONER FROM CONTRACTING W TH AN | NDEPENDENT VACATI ON OR TRAVEL
PACKAGE COVPANY TO HELP DEVELOP VACATI ON PACKAGES ALONG THE WOMEN S
RI GHTS HI STORY TRAI L.

6. THE COVM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL COOPERATE W TH THE OFFI CE
I N CARRYI NG QUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. THE COW SSI ONER OF
TRANSPORTATI ON | S AUTHORI ZED TO PERM T THE | NSTALLATI ON AND MAI NTENANCE
OF SIGNS ON THE STATE H GHWAY SYSTEM FOR TRAI LS DESI GNATED PURSUANT TO
THI'S SECTION. HOWEVER, TO AVO D CONFUSION AND TO LIM T ANY PCSSI BLE
DI SRUPTI ON OF COMMERCE, THE TRAIL DESI GNATION CALLED FOR PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION SHALL BE OF A CEREMONI AL NATURE AND THE OFFI Cl AL NAMVES OF
SUCH HI GHWAYS SHALL NOT BE CHANGED AS A RESULT OF SUCH DESI GNATI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



