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STATE OF NEW YORK

8589
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Decenber 2, 2015

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing peer
crisis diversion hones

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
31.34 to read as foll ows:

S 31. 34 PEER CRI SI S DI VERSI ON HOVES.

(A) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(1) "COW SSI ONER' SHALL MEAN THE COWVM SSI ONER OF MENTAL HEALTH;

(2) "CRISIS D VERSION SERVICES' SHALL MEAN SERVICES DESIGNED TO
PROVI DE A PERSON WHO HAS BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH DI SORDERS AND WHO | S EXPERI -
ENCI NG SYMPTOMVB, A SAFE, SUPPORTI VE AND AFFI RM NG HOMVE- LI KE, TEMPORARY
RESI DENCE WHERE THE PERSON MAY BEG N THE RECOVERY PROCESS, UNDERSTAND
THE MEANI NG OF WHAT THE PERSON | S EXPERI ENCI NG AND REGAIN EQUI LI BRI UM
AND THE ABILITY TO RELATE EFFECTI VELY TO OTHER PECPLE. CRI SI S DI VERSI ON
SERVI CES | NCLUDE PEER SUPPORT W TH AN EMPHASI S ON RELATI ONSHI P- BUI LDI NG
AND PERSONAL CHO CE;

(3) "PEER SUPPORT SPECI ALI ST" SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO HAS PREVI QUSLY
EXPERI ENCED URGENT BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH NEEDS AND HAS RECOVERED AND WHO HAS
SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETED TRAI Nl NG THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE COW S-
SI ONER, QUALI FYI NG THAT PERSON TO WORK W TH A RESI DENT;

(4) "RESIDENT" SHALL MEAN AN ADULT WHO HAS EXPERI ENCED URGENT BEHAV-
| ORAL HEALTH NEEDS BUT DOES NOT REQUI RE HOSPI TALI ZATI ON AND WHO VOLUN-
TARI LY RESI DES FOR A SHORT TERM STAY IN A PEER CRI SI S DI VERSI ON HOVE;

(5 "PEER CRISIS Dl VERSI ON HOVE" SHALL MEAN A HOVE- LI KE ENVI RONVENT
THAT OFFERS CRI SI S DI VERSI ON SERVI CES BY TEMPORARI LY HOUSI NG VOLUNTARY
RESI DENTS WHO ENGAGE |IN ROUTINE ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING AND LEARN
ABOUT TOOLS FOR RECOVERY THROUGH EXPERI ENCE AND PEER SUPPORT. THE
GOVERNI NG BODY OF SUCH HOVE SHALL CONSI ST OF CURRENT OR FORMER RECI PI -
ENTS OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES AND SHALL CONTROL THE DECI SION MAKI NG
PROCESSES OF THE ORGAN ZATION, |INCLUDING CONTROL OF ALL BUDGET AND
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT RELATED TO THE PEER CRI SI'S DI VERSI ON HOMVE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE FORMAL GUI DELI NES FOR TRAI NI NG AND
CREDENTI ALING OF A PEER SUPPORT SPECI ALI ST, PROVI DED THAT EACH PEER
SUPPORT SPECI ALI ST SHALL PERSONALLY HAVE EXPERI ENCED URGENT BEHAVI ORAL
HEALTH NEEDS AND SHALL BE CERTI FI ED AS COVPLETI NG TRAI NI NG | N DE- ESCALA-
TI ON TECHNI QUES, CULTURAL COWVPETENCY, RACE RELATI ONS, THE RECOVERY PROC-
ESS, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, AND AVO DANCE OF AGGRESSI VE CONFRONTATI ON PRI OR TO
WORKI NG AT A PEER CRI SI S DI VERSI ON HOVE.

(© THE COW SSI ONER SHALL, W THI N ONE YEAR OF ENACTMENT, ESTABLI SH OR
CONTRACT FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF NO LESS THAN SI X PEER CRI SI' S DI VERSI ON
HOVES, THREE OF WHICH SHALL BE IN URBAN SETTINGS AND THREE OF WHI CH
SHALL BE I N RURAL COMMUNI TI ES. SUCH HOVES SHALL BE RECI PI ENT- RUN HOVES
AND MAY BE ASSOCI ATED W TH COVPREHENSI VE PSYCHI ATRI C EMERGENCY PROGRAMS
ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 31.27 OF THI S ARTI CLE.

(D) A PEER CRI SIS DI VERSI ON HOVE, AS AUTHORI ZED BY THI S SECTI ON, SHALL
OFFER CRI SI' S DI VERSI ON SERVI CES THAT:

(1) SERVE RESI DENTS REGARDLESS OF | NCOVE;

(2) ARE STAFFED TVENTY- FOUR HOURS A DAY BY TWOD OR MORE PEER SUPPORT
SPECI ALI STS;

(3) EMPLOY A LICENSED CLI NI CI AN FULL TI ME AND A PSYCHI ATRI C CONSULTANT
AT LEAST PART TI ME;

(4) |INCLUDE PEER SUPPORT | N HELPI NG RESI DENTS PERFORM DAI LY PUBLI C
LI VING SKI LLS AND REENTRY | NTO | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG,

(5) OFFER A M X OF THERAPEUTIC SERVICES, | NCLUDI NG NONTRADI TI ONAL
TOOLS FOR WELLNESS AND TRADI TI ONAL BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES;

(6) ACCEPT A RESI DENT ON A FI RST-COVE, FI RST-SERVED BASI S FOR A TEMPO
RARY STAY PROVI DED THEY HAVE ALTERNATE LONG TERM HOUSI NG OPTI ONS AVAI L-
ABLE;

(7) USE | NTERPERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P AND CONNECTI ON TO THE COWUNI TY AS
PRI MARY MODALI TI ES OF CARE;

(8) BASE LENGTH OF STAY ON THE PSYCHOLOG CAL STATE OF RESI DENTS,
PROVI DED THAT SUCH STAY SHALL BE SHORT TERM W TH THE UNDERSTANDI NG THEY
ARE ABLE AND W LLING TO LIVE I N MORE | NDEPENDENT SETTI NGS AND TO RESUME
THEI R DESI RED ROLES | N THE COMMUNI TY; AND

(9) ARE A PART OF A SYSTEM OF CARE CONTINUUM IN THE COVWUNTY AND
STATE AIMED AT DI VERTING |ND VIDUALS EXPERI ENCI NG BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH
CRI SI S FROM MORE | NTENSI VE HOSPI TAL BASED CARE AND TREATMENT BY PROVI D-
I NG PEER SUPPORT SERVICES I N A HOMVE- LI KE SETTI NG FOR SHORT TERM TEMPO
RARY STAYS.

(E) AS EARLY AS PGCsSSIBLE, A PEER SUPPORT SPECI ALI ST SHALL ASSIST A
RESI DENT OF A PEER CRI SIS HOVE W TH ACCESSI NG A SERVI CE PROVI DER WHO MAY
COORDI NATE CARE AND OTHERW SE PROVI DE SUPPORT FOR SUCH RESI DENT UPON THE
COVPLETI ON OF SUCH RESI DENT'S STAY AT A PEER CRI SI S DI VERSI ON HOVE.

(F) PEER CRISIS DI VERSI ON HOVES SHALL CONSULT W TH COMUNI TY STAKE-
HOLDERS, | NCLUDI NG THOSE WHO USE THE BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SYSTEM AND THEI R
FAM LY MEMBERS, PROVI DERS OF BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES, WHETHER TRADI -
TI ONAL OR ALTERNATI VE, ADVOCATES, AND OTHERS W TH SUBJECT MATTER EXPER-
TISE, AS PART OF THE PLANNI NG AND DEVELOPMENT OF PEER CRI SIS DI VERSI ON
HOVES.

(G PEER CRI SI'S DI VERSI ON HOVES SHALL PARTI Cl PATE | N COUNTY AND COVMJ
NI TY PLANNI NG ACTI VI TI ES ANNUALLY, AND AS NEEDED, IN ORDER TO PARTIC
| PATE | N LOCAL COVMUNI TY SERVI CE PLANNI NG PROCESSES TO ENSURE, MAI NTAI N,
| MPROVE OR DEVELOP COWUNITY SERVICES THAT DEMONSTRATE RECOVERY
OUTCOMVES. THESE OUTCOMES | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO  QUALITY OF
LI FE, SOCI O ECONOM C STATUS, ENTI TLEMENT STATUS, SOCI AL NETWORKI NG
COPI NG SKI LLS AND REDUCTION I N USE OF CRI SI S SERVI CES.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



