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STATE OF NEW YORK

8202
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 11, 2015

Introduced by M of A BRINDI SI -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to the interagency
coordi nating comrttee on rural public transportation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 73-d of the transportation |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 562 of the laws of 1987, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 73-d. Interagency coordinating commttee on rural public transporta-
tion. 1. There is hereby created a conmittee to be known as the "intera-
gency coordinating commttee on rural public transportation", to be
conpri sed of nineteen nmenbers. The commi ssioner or his or her designee
shall serve as chairperson. Twel ve of such nmenbers shall be the follow
ing or his or her duly designated representative: the director of the
office for the aging; the comm ssioner of education; the comm ssioner of
| abor; the conmm ssioner of health; the comm ssioner of the office of
mental health; THE COW SSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF ALCOHOLISM AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE; the conm ssioner of the office [of nental retardation
and] FOR PEOPLE W TH devel oprmental disabilities; the conm ssioner of
[social services; state advocate for the disabled] THE OFFI CE FOR TEMPO
RARY AND DI SABILITY ASSI STANCE; THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK
STATE JUSTI CE CENTER FOR THE PROTECTI ON OF PEOPLE W TH SPECI AL NEEDS
THE secretary of state; THE comm ssioner of agriculture and narkets][;
the director of the office of rural affairs] and the [director of the
division for youth] COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY
SERVI CES. Si x additional nenbers, all of whom shall be transportation
provi ders or consuners representing rural counties shall be appointed to
serve a termof three years as follows: two by the [president pro-tem
pore] TEMPORARY PRESI DENT of the senate, two by the speaker of the
assenbly, one by the mnority |eader of the senate, and one by the
mnority | eader of the assenbly. Efforts shall be nmade to provide a

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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broad representation of consunmers and providers of transportation
services in rural counties when naki ng such appoi ntnents. [ Menbers of
the conmittee shall receive no salary.] THE SI X MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE
LEG SLATURE, AS WELL AS THE COW SSI ONER OR HI' S OR HER DESI GNEE, SHALL
BE THE VOTI NG MEMBERS. THE BALANCE OF THE COW TTEE WLL SERVE IN AN
ADVI SORY OR CONSULTING CAPACITY. THE COW TTEE SHALL KEEP A RECORD OF
| TS OFFI Cl AL ACTI ONS.

The comm ssioner shall cause the departnent to provide staff assist-
ance necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the commt-
t ee.

2. The conmittee shall[:] MEET AT LEAST ONCE EVERY THREE MONTHS AND
SHALL REPORT TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF
THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR ANNUALLY, BEGQ NNING OCTOBER FIRST, TWO
THOUSAND FI FTEEN. THE ANNUAL REPORT SHALL:

A. | DENTI FY EXI STI NG RURAL TRANSPORTATI ON SYSTEMS AND PROVI DE DATA ON
RI DERSHI P, REVENUE, AND FI NANCI AL CHALLENGES FOR EACH SYSTEM

B. | DENTI FY RURAL POPULATI ONS CURRENTLY UTI LI ZI NG PUBLI C TRANSPORTA-
TION, AS WELL AS POPULATIONS I N NEED OF PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON W THOUT
ACCESS, AND DI SCUSS RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR NMAINTAINING AND EXPANDI NG
SERVI CES;

C. I NCLUDE A BREAKDOWN BY COUNTY OF COST SAVI NGS, MODES OF TRANSPORTA-
TION PROVI DED TO MEDI CAI D PATI ENTS, AND RATES OF UTI LI ZATI ON OF PUBLI C
TRANSPORTATI ON BY MEDI CAI D PATI ENTS;

D. identify progranms and the annual anounts and sources of funds from
such prograns that are eligible to be used to support a coordi nated
public transportation service, and the annual anmounts and sources of
such funds that are actually wused for client transportation or for
transportation of persons in connection with agency-affiliated prograns
or services; such data shall be provided on a county basis;

[b.] E. identify restrictions on existing prograns that inhibit funds
from such progranms being used to pay for a coordinated public transpor-
tation service in rural counties;

[c.] F. recomend changes in state or |ocal |aws or regul ations that
woul d i nprove the coordination of funds, facilities, vehicles or equip-
ment and ot her resources used for transportation at the local |evel][;

d. upon request, conpile and forward to the comm ssioner any data or
other information required by this section].

3. THE COWM TTEE SHALL BE REQUI RED TO EXAM NE RElI MBURSEMENT RATES
DEVELOPED BY TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGERS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED S| XTY- FI VE-H OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW FOR COUN-
TIES WTH A POPULATI ON OF TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND OR LESS. THE COW TTEE
SHALL SUBM T RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR PROPOSED AND EFFECTI VE RATES FOR RURAL
COWUNI TIES TO THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH W TH RECOVMVENDATI ONS | NCLUD-
NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, ADJUSTMENTS TO | NDI VI DUAL RI DERSHI P FARES FOR
PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON UTI LI ZATI ON, RATES FOR LOW COST COORDI NATED TRANS-
PORTATION WTH OTHER HUMAN SERVICE ACGENCIES, AND RATES FOR PRI VATE
TRANSPORTATI ON W TH CONSI DERATI ONS OF AVAI LABI LI TY AND COST SAVI NGS.

THE COWMM SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL CONSULT WTH THE COW TTEE PRIOR TO
APPROVAL OF RATES PROPCSED UNDER SUBDIVISION FOUR OF SECTI ON THREE
HUNDRED SI XTY- FI VE-H OF THE SOCI AL SERVICES LAW FOR COUNTIES WTH A
POPULATION OF TWDO HUNDRED THOUSAND OR LESS. ANY PROPOSAL FOR A RATE
ADJUSTMENT FOR RURAL COVMUNI TI ES AFTER APPROVAL SHALL BE EXAM NED BY THE
COW TTEE PRI OR TO APPROVAL BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

4. A MMIORITY OF THE WHOLE NUMBER OF VOTI NG MEMBERS OF THE COW TTEE
SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM FOR THE TRANSACTI ON OF THE COW TTEE' S BUSI -
NESS. THE COW TTEE SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO ACT BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF
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THE VOTING MEMBERS. COWM TTEE MEMBERS SHALL HOLD OFFI CE UNTIL THEIR
SUCCESSORS HAVE BEEN APPO NTED AND HAVE QUALIFIED. THE SELECTION OF
SUCCESSORS TO FILL A VACANCY SHALL BE MADE | N THE SAVE MANNER | N WHI CH
THE RETI RING COW TTEE MEMBERS SHALL HAVE BEEN SELECTED. MEMBERS OF THE
COW TTEE SHALL RECEIVE NO SALARY OR OTHER COVPENSATI ON, BUT SHALL BE
ENTI TLED TO THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES, | NCLUDI NG TRAVELI NG
EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE DI SCHARGE OF THEI R DUTI ES.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



