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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the real property |law and the adninistrative code of the
city of New York, in relation to inposing civil penalties on |andlords
for including unenforceable provisions in residential |eases

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property law is anmended by addi ng a new section
235-h to read as foll ows:

S 235-H CIVIL PENALTY. IN ADDI TION TO ANY OTHER REMEDY PROVI DED BY
LAW A COURT MAY |IMPCSE A CIVIL PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED FI VE HUNDRED
DOLLARS PER VI OLATI ON, UPON PROOF TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE COURT THAT
AN OMER HAS |INCLUDED IN A RESIDENTIAL LEASE CLAUSE OR RI DER ANY
PROVI SI ON THAT | S PROHI Bl TED UNDER STATE OR LOCAL LAW RENDERI NG THAT
PROVISION VO D OR UNENFORCEABLE. SUCH ClVIL PENALTY MAY BE SOUGHT BY
APPLI CATI ON BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK AND SHALL BE PAYABLE TO THE MUNI Cl PALITY I N WH CH THE
SUBJECT PREM SES | S LOCATED.

S 2. The administrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 26-516.1 to read as foll ows:

S 26-516.1 CIVIL PENALTY. I N ADDI TION TO ANY OTHER REMEDY PROVI DED BY
LAW THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE STATE DIVISION OF HOUSING AND COWMUNI TY
RENEWAL MAY |IMPCSE A CIVIL PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS
PER VI CLATI ON, UPON PROOF TO THE SATI SFACTION OF THE COW SSI ONER THAT
AN OMER HAS I NCLUDED IN A LEASE CLAUSE OR RI DER ANY PROVI SION THAT IS
PROHI Bl TED UNDER STATE OR LOCAL LAW RENDERI NG THAT PROVISION VO D OR
UNENFORCEABLE. SUCH CIVIL PENALTY MAY BE RECOVERED BY ADM NI STRATI VE
ORDER AFTER A HEARI NG SUCH ORDER SHALL BE DEEMED A FI NAL DETERM NATI ON
FOR THE PURPCSES OF JUDI Cl AL REVIEW SUCH ACTI ON SHALL BE BROUGHT ON
BEHALF OF THE CI TY AND ANY AMOUNT RECOVERED SHALL BE PAID INTO THE CTY
TREASURY. SUCH PENALTY MAY, UPON THE EXPI RATI ON OF THE PERI OD FOR SEEK-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| NG REVI EW PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE SEVENTY-EI GHT OF THE CIVIL PRACTICE LAW
AND RULES, BE DOCKETED AND ENFORCED | N THE MANNER OF A JUDGMVENT OF THE
SUPREME COURT.

S 3. This act shall take effect i mediately; and provided that the
anmendnent to chapter 4 of title 26 of the admnistrative code of the
city of New York nmade by section two of this act shall expire on the
same date as such | aw expires and shall not affect the expiration of
such I aw as provi ded under section 26-520 of such | aw.



