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STATE OF NEW YORK

8047
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 5, 2015

Introduced by M of A  SKARTADOS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Libraries and Educati on Technol ogy

AN ACT to anend chapter 524 of the |aws of 1987, relating to establish-
ing the Greater Poughkeepsie library district, in the city and town of
Poughkeepsi e, Dutchess county, in relation to the election of trustees
and the annual budget of such library

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 6 of chapter 524 of the laws of 1987, relating to
establishing the G eater Poughkeepsie library district, inthe city and
t own of Poughkeepsi e, Dutchess county, as anmended by chapter 361 of the
| aws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 6. (A The district shall be governed by a board of trustees
consi sting of eleven trustees. [The trustees of the G eater Poughkeep-
sie library district as of the effective date of the chapter of the | aws
of 1997 which added this provision shall becone trustees, imedi ately,
of the Poughkeepsie public library district.] Seven of the trustees
shall be elected at an election to be held within the towmn and four of
the trustees shall be elected at an election to be held wthin the
portion of the district located in the city. The trustees elected at the
election in the town nust be residents of the town and the trustees
elected in the city nust be residents of the city.

(B) THERE SHALL BE AN ANNUAL ELECTION ON THE THI RD OR FOURTH TUESDAY
OF OCTOBER CONDUCTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE DI STRI CT | N ACCORD-
ANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION AT A TIME TO BE SET BY THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE DI STRI CT, AT WHI CH ELECTION VACANCIES ON THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL BE FILLED. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE POUGH
KEEPSI E PUBLI C LI BRARY DI STRICT SHALL @ VE NOTI CE OF SUCH ELECTIONS BY
PUBLI CATI ON  OF NOTI CE AT LEAST TWCE IN ONE OR MORE NEWSPAPERS HAVI NG A
GENERAL CI RCULATION I N THE DI STRICT TO BE SERVED. THE FI RST PUBLI CATI ON
OF SUCH NOTICE SHALL BE NOT LESS THAN THI RTEEN DAYS AND NOT MORE THAN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TVENTY DAYS PRI OR TO THE DATE OF SUCH ELECTION. IN ADDI TION, THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT SHALL CAUSE COPI ES OF SUCH NOTI CE TO BE
POSTED CONSPI CUOUSLY | N THREE PUBLI C PLACES IN THE DISTRICT AT LEAST
THI RTEEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF SUCH ELECTI ON. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL
SPECI FY THE DATE AND TI ME WHEN AND THE PLACE WHERE SUCH ELECTI ON W LL BE
HELD. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL DESI GNATE A RESI DENT QUALI FI ED VOTER
OF SUCH DI STRICT TO ACT AS CHAI RPERSON OF ANY ELECTI ON OF SUCH DI STRI CT
AND SHALL DESI GNATE NOT LESS THAN TWO NOR MORE THAN FOUR RESI DENT QUALI -
FI ED VOTERS TO ACT AS ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS AND BALLOT CLERKS AT SUCH
ELECTION. NO TRUSTEE OF THE POUGHKEEPSI E LI BRARY SHALL SERVE AS CHAI R-
PERSON OR AS AN ELECTI ON | NSPECTOR OR BALLOT CLERK. THE BOARD OF TRUS-
TEES MAY ADOPT A RESCLUTI ON PROVI DI NG THAT SUCH CHAI RPERSON, ELECTI ON
| NSPECTORS AND BALLOT CLERKS SHALL BE PAI D REASONABLE COWVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R RESPECTI VE SERVI CES AT SUCH ELECTI ON. EVERY VOTER WHO IS A RESI -
DENT OF THE DI STRICT AND OTHERW SE QUALIFIED TO VOTE AT A GENERAL
ELECTION IN THE TOMW OR CTY SHALL BE QUALIFIED TO VOTE AT SAI D
ELECTI ON. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MAY, TO THE EXTENT AUTHORI ZED BY LAW
AUTHORI ZE THE USE OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR THE ELECTI ON. AFTER THE POLLS
HAVE CLOSED AT SUCH ELECTI ON, THE ELECTION | NSPECTORS AND THE BALLOT
CLERKS SHALL | MVEDI ATELY CANVASS PUBLICLY THE BALLOTS CAST AND THE
CHAlI RPERSON OF THE ELECTI ON SHALL PUBLI CLY ANNOUNCE THE RESULT. WTHI N
SEVENTY- TWO HOURS THEREAFTER, THE CHAI RPERSON, ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS AND
BALLOT CLERKS SHALL EXECUTE AND FI LE A CERTI FI CATE OF THE RESULT OF THE
CANVASS W TH THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LI BRARY AND THE TOMN AND CI TY
CLERKS.

(C CANDI DATES FOR THE OFFI CE OF MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE POUGHKEEPSI E PUBLI C LI BRARY DI STRI CT SHALL BE NOM NATED BY PETI TI ON.
NO VACANCY TO BE FILLED ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL BE CONSI DERED A
SEPARATE, SPECI FI C OFFI CE. A SEPARATE PETITION SHALL BE REQU RED TO
NOM NATE EACH CANDI DATE FOR A VACANCY ON THE BQOARD. EACH PETI TI ON SHALL
BE DI RECTED TO THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LI BRARY,
SHALL BE SIGNED BY AT LEAST TWVENTY-FIVE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE
DI STRI CT, SHALL STATE THE RESI DENCE OF EACH SI GNER, AND SHALL STATE THE
NAME AND RESI DENCE OF THE CANDI DATE. | N THE EVENT THAT ANY SUCH NOM NEES
SHALL W THDRAW THEI R CANDI DACY PRI OR TO THE ELECTI ON, SUCH PERSON SHALL
NOT BE CONSI DERED A CANDI DATE UNLESS A NEW PETITION NOM NATI NG SUCH
PERSON I N THE SAME MANNER AND W THI N THE SAME TI ME LI M TATI ON APPLI CABLE
TO OTHER CANDI DATES IS FI LED W TH THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
O THE LIBRARY. EACH PETI TION SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE SECRETARY OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LI BRARY, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00 A M AND
5:00 P.M, NOT LATER THAN THE THI RTI ETH DAY BEFORE THE ELECTI ON AT WHI CH
THE CANDI DATES NOM NATED ARE TO BE ELECTED.

(D) The trustees shall serve for a termof five years and until his or
her successor is elected and qualified. Two-thirds of the trustees shall
constitute a quorum Action of the trustees shall require a two-thirds
vote of the entire board. Vacancies shall be filled by appointnment by
the trustees[, provided, however, that an election shall be held at the
first avail able general election day after the happening of a vacancy].
The person or persons appointed by the trustees shall serve until a
successor is elected and qualified as provided herein. Vacancies for
trustees elected wthin the city shall be filled by city residents and
vacancies for trustees elected within the town shall be filled by town
resi dents.

S 2. Subdivision (b) of section 3 of chapter 524 of the |aws of 1987,
relating to establishing the Greater Poughkeepsie library district, in
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the city and town of Poughkeepsi e, Dutchess county, as amended by chap-
ter 361 of the laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) Conmencing in 1997 for the budget to be prepared for fiscal year
1998 the proposed annual budget, and propositions of suppl enmental appro-
priations, if any, and a proposition for capital expenditure, if any,
for the district as established by the trustees shall be placed before
the voters in the general election ON THE SAME DAY AND BALLOT AS THE
GENERAL ELECTION AS ADM NI STERED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS W TH THE
RESULTS OF SAI D ELECTI ON BEI NG CERTI FI ED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS in
the vyear preceding the year for which the proposed budget has been
establi shed. Each proposition for supplenental appropriation shall iden-
tify a singular purpose and specific dollar appropriation and shall be
worded in such a nmanner as to require an affirmative vote for passage.
Al'l budget propositions, including the annual budget propositions for
suppl enental appropriations, and propositions for capital expenditures
will require approval by a majority of voters in the city and, also, a
majority of voters in the town, hereinafter referred to as the majority.
Upon approval of such proposed operating budget, and of the proposition
for supplenental appropriations, and of the proposition authorizing
i ndebt edness for capital construction by the mpjority, the proposed
budget including the suppl enental appropriations and capital revenues
and expenditures shall becone the budget of the district for the foll ow
ing fiscal year. In the event that the proposition for indebtedness is
approved by the ngjority, the city and the town shall incur such indebt-
edness on behal f of the district, and such indebtedness shall be appor-
tioned between the city and the town pursuant to the formula set forth
in this section. In the event that the proposed budget is not approved
by the majority, the proposed budget shall be deened anmended so that the
portion of the proposed budget providing for real property tax revenue
to be received fromthe city and town be changed to equal the real prop-
erty tax revenue provided for in the district budget in effect as of the
time of the vote as anmended by the supplenental appropriations if
approved. In the event that a proposition for supplenental appropri-
ations or for capital purposes is not approved by the mgjority, no
appropriation shall be included for such unapproved proposition. In the
event that the voters do not approve the proposed budget as aforesaid,
and upon the proposed budget bei ng deened anended as aforesaid, the rea
property taxes to be levied by the city and the town for the district
shall be levied in an anount required to provide the city and town
contribution as herein set forth rather than the city and town contri b-
ution as set forth in the proposed budget. After the annual budgets for
the city and the town have been adopted by the city and the town , the
city and town shall assess and | evy upon the taxable real property wth-
in the district the anobunts to be raised by tax for the purposes of the
district as specified in the district's annual budget and shall cause
the amount so assessed and levied to be collected, in the sane nanner
and at the same tine and by the sane officers as city taxes and town
taxes are assessed, levied and coll ect ed.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



