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STATE OF NEW YORK

8021
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 4, 2015

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
crossbow hunti ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 11-0719 of the
envi ronnental conservation |aw, as amended by section 2 of part EE of
chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

a. In the circunstances described in paragraph b of this subdivision
the departnent may revoke any |icense, bowhunting privilege, or nmuzzle-
| oadi ng privilege, of any person, to hunt, fish or trap, defined in
section 11-0701 of this title or issued pursuant to any provision of the
Fish and Wldlife Law, or it may revoke all of such |icenses, bowhunting
privileges, or nuzzle-loading privileges. It nmay al so deny such person,
for a period not exceeding five years, the privilege of obtaining such
license or licenses, bowhunting privilege, or nmuzzle-loading privilege,
or of hunting, trapping or fishing, anywhere in the state with or wth-
out |icense, bowhunting privilege, or nmuzzle-loading privilege, except
as provided in subdivision 1 of section 11-0707 of this title or 1in
section 11-0523 of this article. It my also require that such person
successfully conpl ete a departnent-sponsored course and obtain a certif-
icate of qualification in responsible hunting [including responsible
crossbow hunting], responsible bowhunting | NCLUDI NG RESPONSI BLE CROSSBOW
HUNTI NG or responsible trapping practices before being i ssued anot her
i cense.

S 2. Paragraphs a and c of subdivision 2 of section 11-0719 of the
envi ronnental conservation |aw, as anmended by section 4 of part EE of
chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, are amended to read as foll ows:

a. The departnment nmay revoke the |icenses, tags, bowhunting privi-
| eges, or nuzzle-loading privileges, which authorize the holder to hunt
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and/or trap wildlife, and may deny the privilege of obtaining such
| i censes, tags, bomhuntlng privileges, or muzzle-loading privileges, and
may deny the privileges of hunting and/or trapping with or wi thout a
l'i cense.

(1) of any person who, while engaged in hunting or trapping,

(i) ~causes death or injury to any person by discharging a firearm
crossbow or | ongbow, or

(ii) so negligently discharges a firearm crossbow or |ongbow as to
endanger the life or safety of another, or

(iii) so negligently and wantonly discharges a firearm crossbow or
| ongbow as to destroy or damage public or private property; or

(2) of any agent of the departnment authorized to issue certificates of
qualification in responsible hunting [including responsible crossbow
hunti ng], bowhunti ng | NCLUDI NG RESPONSI BLE CROSSBOW HUNTI NG, or trapping
practices who inproperly issues any such certification to a person whom
he or she has not trained, or whom he or she knows has not satisfactori-
ly conpleted all of the requirenents necessary for such certification

c. In case such discharge of a firearm crossbow or |ongbow causes
death or injury to any person, the license or |licenses, bowhunting priv-
ilege, and nmuzzle-loading privilege shall be revoked and the ability to
obtai n any such |icense and of hunting or of trapping anywhere in the
state with or without a license denied, for a period not exceeding ten
years, except that no revocation shall be made in cases in which facts
established at the hearing indicate to the satisfaction of the comm s-
sioner that there was no negligence on the part of the shooter or
bowhunter. In all other cases the license or |icenses, bowhunting privi-
| ege, or nuzzle-loading privilege, shall be revoked and the privil ege of
obtaining such 1license, bowhunting privilege, or nuzzle-|oading privi-
| ege, and of hunting or of trapping anywhere in the state with or wth-
out a license denied for a period not exceeding five years. The depart-
ment may al so require that the person causing such death or injury
successfully conpl ete a departnent-sponsored course and obtain a certif-
icate of qualification in responsible hunting [including responsible
crossbow hunting] or bowhunting practices | NCLUDI NG RESPONSI BLE CROSSBOW
HUNTI NG bef ore bei ng i ssued another hunting |icense.

S 3. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph b of subdivision 4 of section 11-0901
of the environnental conservation |aw, as added by section 6 of part EE
of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(9) with a crossbow unless such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conpound or recurve, that |aunches a mninmm fourteen
inch bolt, not including point, nmounted upon a stock with a trigger that
holds the string and |inbs under tension until released. The trigger
unit of such crossbow nust have a working safety. The minimumlinb wdth
of such crossbow shall be seventeen inches[,] AND have a mninmum peak
draw wei ght of one hundred pounds [and a maxi num peak draw wei ght of two
hundred pounds]. The m nimum overall |ength of such crossbow from butts-
tock to front of |inbs shall be twenty-four inches.

S 4. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph c¢ of subdivision 4 of section 11-0901
of the environmental conservation |aw, as added by section 7 of part EE
of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

(9) with a crossbow unl ess such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conpound or recurve, that |aunches a m ninum fourteen
inch bolt, not including point, nmounted upon a stock with a trigger that
hol ds the string and |inbs under tension wuntil released. The trigger
unit of such crossbow nust have a working safety. The minimumlinb w dth
of such crossbow shall be seventeen inches[,] AND have a m ni nrum peak
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draw wei ght of one hundred pounds [and a maxi num peak draw wei ght of two
hundred pounds]. The m ni mum overall |ength of such crossbow from butts-
tock to front of |inbs shall be twenty-four inches.

S 5. Subdivision 6 of section 11-0713 of the environnmental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 12 of part EE of chapter 55 of the | aws of
2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. The department shall require training in the safe use of hunting
with a crossbow and safe hunting practices in the [basic hunter educa-
ti on] BOWHUNTER EDUCATI ON course required for all new [hunters] BOMUN-
TERS. Al persons who have conpleted [hunter] BOAHUNTER educati on and
who have not «certified their conpletion of a safety course which
i ncludes crossbow hunting training prior to April first, two thousand
fourteen shall conplete an online or other training program approved by
the departnment prior to using a crossbow to hunt.

S 6. Subdivision 10 of section 11-0907 of the environnmental conserva-
tion law, as added by section 14 of part EE of chapter 55 of the | aws of
2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

10. Notwi thstanding any provision of this chapter, or any prior
notw thstanding |anguage in this article, the departnment may, by regu-
| ation, authorize the taking of big gane by the use of a crossbow by any
| icensed person in any big gane season in any area designated in itens
(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (i), (k) and (I) of paragraph a of subdi -
vision two of this section in which a shotgun or nuzzle |oader is
permtted provided however, that any crossbow use during an archery-only
season shall only take place during the |last fourteen consecutive days
of such archery-only season in the southern zone provided that such
archery-only season shall consist of not |less than forty-five days and
only during the |ast ten consecutive days of any archery-only season in
the northern zone provided that such archery-only season shall consi st
of no less than twenty-three days. Any nuzzle |oading season which
occurs at the sane tine as a special archery season nay only occur
during tinmes when crossbows are authorized to be used. THE DEPARTMENT
MAY AUTHORI ZE JUNI OR HUNTERS THAT POSSESS THE JUNI OR ARCHERY PRI VI LEGE
TO USE A CROSSBOW DURI NG THE YOUTH DEER HUNT.

S 7. The cl osing paragraph of paragraph a of subdivision 2 and subdi-
visions 3, 4, 5 and 9 of section 11-0701 of the environnmental conserva-
tion law, the closing paragraph of paragraph a of subdivision 2 and
subdivisions 3, 4 and 5 as anended by section 1-a of part R of chapter
58 of the laws of 2013 and subdivision 9 as anended by section 17 of
part EE of <chapter 55 of +the |aws of 2014, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

A hol der may take fish with a |ongbow OR CROSSBOW as provided in
titles [9] NINE and [13] THI RTEEN of this article.

3. A bowhunting privilege when included on a hunting license entitles
a hol der:

(1) who is between the ages of twelve and sixteen years to hunt wld
deer and bear with a |ongbow OR CROSSBOW during the special archery
season and during the regular season, as provided in title [9] N NE of
this article, subject to the provisions of section 11-0929 and subdi vi -
sion [3] THREE of section 11-0713 of this article;

(2) who is eighteen years of age or older to hunt wild deer and bear
with a | ongbow OR CROSSBOW as provided in title [9] NINE of this arti -
cle, in a special |ongbow OR CROSSBOW season; and

(3) who is sixteen or seventeen years of age to exercise the sane
privileges subject to the provisions of section 11-0929 and subdi vi si on
[3] THREE of section 11-0713 of this article.
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4. A fishing license entitles the holder to take fish by angling,
spearing, hooking, |ongbow OR CROSSBOW and tipups, to take frogs by
spearing, catching with the hands or by use of a club or hook, and to
take bait fish for personal use, as provided in titles [9] NINE and [ 13]
THI RTEEN of this article, except that such |icense shall not entitle the
hol der to take migratory fish of the sea or to take fish fromthe waters
of the marine district.

5. A non-resident bear tag entitles a person who has not been a resi-
dent of the state for nore than thirty days who al so possesses a hunting
license to hunt bear during the regular open season therefor or in an
open season fixed by regul ati on pursuant to subdivision eight of section
11-0903 of this article. It entitles a non-resident holder who al so
possesses a hunting |icense with bowhunti ng OR CROSSBOW HUNTI NG privi -
lege to hunt bear wth a |ongbow OR CROSSBOW during the open bear
season. It entitles a non-resident holder who al so possesses a hunting
license with nmnuzzle-loading privilege to hunt bear with a nuzzl el oader
during the open bear season.

9. A nuzzle-loading privilege when included on a hunting license enti -
tles a holder who is fourteen years of age or older to hunt wld deer
and bear wth a mnuzzle-loading firearm[or crossbow,] as provided in
title [9] NINE of this article, in a special nmuzzle-loading firearm
season.

S 8. This act shall take effect imediately.



