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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
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June 3, 2015

Introduced by M of A CAH LL -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on | nsurance

AN ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to establishing the
of fice of insurance consuner advocate within the departnment of finan-
cial services and describing its powers and duties

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The insurance |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 210-a
to read as foll ows:

S 210-A. OFFICE OF | NSURANCE CONSUMER ADVOCATE. (A) THERE | S HEREBY
CREATED W THI N THE DEPARTMVENT THE OFFI CE OF | NSURANCE CONSUMER ADVOCATE,
HEREAFTER REFERRED TO IN THI S SECTI ON AS THE OFFI CE. SUCH OFFICE SHALL
CONSI ST OF FI VE MEMBERS, THREE OF WHOM SHALL BE APPQO NTED BY THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE AND TWO OF WHOM SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SUPERI NTENDENT.
MEMBERS OF THE OFFI CE SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CE AS
MEMBERS, BUT SHALL BE ALLOAED THEIR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

(B) THE OFFI CE, TOGETHER W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, SHALL

(1) ASSESS THE | MPACT OF | NSURANCE REGULATORY ACTIONS ON NEW YORK
CONSUMERS. SUCH ASSESSMENT SHALL | NCLUDE THE REVI EW OF APPLI CATI ONS FOR
SUBSCRI BER RATE CHANGES FI LED BY HEALTH | NSURANCE PROVI DERS LI CENSED
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE FORTY-THREE OF THI S CHAPTER AND ARTI CLE FORTY- FOUR
OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

(2) APPEAR AT PUBLI C HEARI NGS AS A REPRESENTATI VE OF CONSUMERS, TREAT-
ED AS A CLASS, W TH RESPECT TO RATE- SETTI NG MATTERS THAT ARE BEFORE THE
SUPERI NTENDENT THAT AFFECT THE CONSUM NG PUBLI C

(3) POSSESS ALL RIGHTS AND PONERS OF ANY PARTY AT | NTEREST APPEARI NG
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT W TH REGARD TO EXAM NATI ON AND CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
OF W TNESSES AND PRESENTATI ON OF EVI DENCE

(4) HAVE ACCESS AS ANY PARTY, OTHER THAN STAFF, TO ALL RECORDS GATH
ERED BY THE DEPARTMENT | NCLUDI NG NONPRI VI LEGED MATERIAL WHICH | S RELE-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VANT TO THE SUBJECT MATTER |INVOLVED |IN SUCH PROCEEDI NGS BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT.

(5) RECOMVEND | NSURANCE- RELATED LEGQ SLATION TO THE LEG SLATURE | N
CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE THAT IN |ITS JUDGVENT WOULD
POSI Tl VELY AFFECT THE | NTERESTS OF CONSUMERS.

THE OFFICE SHALL NOT PREEMPT THE APPEARANCE OF OTHER CONSUMER ADVO-
CATES AT ANY OFFI Cl AL PROCEEDI NGS.

(© THE OFFI CE SHALL BE FUNDED BY AN ASSESSMENT UPON ALL DQOVESTIC
| NSURERS AND ALL LI CENSED UNI TED STATES BRANCHES OF ALI EN | NSURERS DOM -
CILED IN THIS STATE |IN THE SAME MANNER AS SUCH | NSURERS ARE ASSESSED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED THI RTY-THREE OF THI S CHAPTER  SUCH
ASSESSMENT SHALL BE FOR THE PURPCSE OF DEFRAYI NG THE COSTS OF CREATI NG
ADM NI STERI NG AND OPERATI NG THE OFFI CE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



