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Introduced by M of A HEVESI, CLARK -- read once and referred to the

Conmittee on Children and Famlies -- recommitted to the Commttee on
Children and Families in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 --
commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and

reconmtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to increasing from
$300 a nmonth to $600 a nonth the rent subsidy payable to a foster
child living i ndependently

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 5 of section 409-a of the
social services Ilaw, as anmended by chapter 339 of the laws of 1993, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(c) Notwi thstanding any other provision of +this section, where a
social services official determnes that a | ack of adequate housing is
the primary factor preventing the discharge of a child or children from
foster care including, but not limted to, children with the goal of

di scharge to i ndependent |iving, preventive services shall include, in
addition to any other paynents or benefits received by the famly,
special cash grants in the form of rent subsidies, including rent

arrears, or any other assistance, sufficient to obtain adequate housing.
Such rent subsidies or assistance shall not exceed the sum of [three]
SI X hundred dol lars per nonth, shall not be provided for a period of
nore than three years, MAY BE PROVI DED UP TO AGE TVENTY- FOUR FOR YOUTH
DI SCHARGED FROM FOSTER CARE, and shall be considered a special grant.
NOTHING IN TH' S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT THE ABILITY OF
THOSE USI NG THE RENT SUBSI DY TO LI VE W TH ROOWATES. The provisions of
thi s paragraph shall not be construed to |imt such official's authority
to provide other preventive services.

S 2. Subdivision 7 of section 409-a of the social services |aw, as
added by section 83 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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7. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section, if a socia
services official deternmines that a | ack of adequate housing is a factor
that may cause the entry of a child or children into foster care and the
famly has at |east one service need other than | ack of adequate hous-
ing, preventive services may include, in addition to any other paynents
or benefits received by the famly, special cash grants in the form of
rent subsidies, including rent arrears, or any other assistance, suffi-
cient to obtain adequate housing. Such rent subsidies or assistance
shall not exceed the sumof [three] SIX hundred dollars per nonth, shal
not be provided for a period of nore than three years, MAY BE PROVI DED
UP TO AGE TWENTY- FOUR FOR YOUTH DI SCHARGED FROM FOSTER CARE, and shal
be considered a special grant. NOTH NG IN THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE
CONSTRUED TO LIMT THE ABILITY OF THOSE USI NG THE RENT SUBSI DY TO LIVE
W TH ROOWATES. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed
tolimt such official's authority to provide other preventive services.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



