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I ntroduced by M of A BRABENEC -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
permtting the designation of counties or the departnment to serve as
| ead agency in relation to nunicipal annexations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 8-0111 of the environnental
conservation law, as added by chapter 612 of the laws of 1975, is
amended to read as foll ows:

6. Lead [ Agency] AGENCY; ESTABLISHVENT. (A) Wen an actionis to be
carried out or approved by two or nore agencies, the determ nation of
whet her the action nay have a significant effect on the environnent
shall be made by the |ead agency having principal responsibility for
carrying out or approving such action and such agency shall prepare, or
cause to be prepared by contract or otherw se, the environnmental inpact
statenment for the action if such a statenment is required by this arti-
cle. In the event that there is a question as to which is the | ead agen-
cy, any agency nay submt the question to the comr ssioner and the
commi ssi oner shall designate the | ead agency, giving due consideration
to the capacity of such agency to fulfill adequately the requirenents of
this article.

(B) (1) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S ARTI CLE, IN THE
CASE OF A MUNI Cl PAL ANNEXATI ON APPLI CATI ON MADE UNDER ARTI CLE 17 OF THE
GENERAL MUNICI PAL LAW THE COW SSIONER MAY, | N THE ALTERNATI VE TO
DESI GNATI NG ANY AGENCY OTHERW SE ELI G BLE TO BE LEAD AGENCY, DESI GNATE A
COUNTY LEGQ SLATURE OR BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS | N ANY COUNTY WHERE THE ANNE-
XATI ON | S PROPOSED TO EXPAND OR DIM NI SH THE MUNI Cl PAL BOUNDARY OF, W TH
THE ADVI CE OF THE COUNTY PLANNI NG OR OTHER COUNTY DEPARTMENT AND THE
CONSENT OF, |F THERE BE ONE, AN ELECTED COUNTY EXECUTI VE OR OTHER
ELECTED CH EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER, TO BE THE LEAD AGENCY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) I'N THE ALTERNATI VE TO A COUNTY LEAQ SLATURE OR BOARD OF SUPERVI -
SORS REQUESTING TO BE LEAD AGENCY, SUCH COUNTY LEG SLATURE OR BOARD OF
SUPERVI SORS I N A COUNTY WHERE A MUNI Cl PAL ANNEXATION |S PROPCSED MAY
REQUEST, AND THE COWM SSI ONER MAY DESI GNATE THE DEPARTMENT, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE REA ONAL DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT WHERE THE
ANNEXATI ON | S PROPCSED TO TAKE PLACE WTHIN TO BE LEAD AGENCY. THE
COW SSI ONER  MAY DESI GNATE EI THER THE COUNTY LEG SLATURE OR BOARD OF
SUPERVI SORS OR THE DEPARTMENT TO BE LEAD AGENCY NOTW THSTANDI NG THE FACT
THAT NO DI RECT APPROVAL OF THE ACTI ON NEED BE d VEN BY SUCH ENTI TY WHERE
THE COWM SSI ONER FI NDS THE PROPOSED ANNEXATI ON MAY HAVE A SUBSTANTI VE
ENVI RONMVENTAL | MPACT RELATING TO ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWN NG TRAFFI C,
SEVER, WATER, DESTRUCTI ON OF NATURAL RESOURCES, OR OTHER | MPLI CATI ONS
VH CH MAY SUBSTANTI ALLY ALTER A COMMUNI TY' S CHARACTER

S 2. The commissioner shall be pernmitted to withdraw any | ead agency
deci sion issued by himor her in the one hundred eighty days prior to
the effective date of this act and permt a new decision to be nade if a
request for the sane occurs within thirty days of this act becom ng | aw

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



