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STATE OF NEW YORK

7660
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 21, 2015

Introduced by M of A QUART -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal |aw and the real property tax |aw,
inrelation to the sale and | ease of certain nmunicipal property for
the cultivation and sale of fresh fruits and vegetabl es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent and findings. The |l egislature finds that
there exists in certain nunicipalities an excess of vacant property that
is not needed for public use and such vacant properties present numnerous
probl ens for these municipalities including presenting the opportunity
for crimnal activity, deterring neighboring property owners from
i mproving their properties and prospective purchasers and renters from
locating into these areas, and serving as a location to dispose of
unwanted itenms. Due, in part, to increasing population densities, the
deterioration of infrastructure such as parks, and fiscal constraints,
these nunicipalities have been challenged to offer residents opportu-
nities to enhance the quality of their lives. Minicipal residents al so
suffer froma shortage of fruits and vegetables due to the scarcity of
full service supermarkets and farmer's markets within certain munici-
palities. The shortages of recreational opportunities and sources of
fresh fruits and vegetables have contributed to increases in chil dhood
obesity and ot her adverse health consequences for nunicipal residents.
Aut hori zation for nunicipalities to lease and sell vacant land to
nonprofit entities to cultivate these | ands can provide both recreation-
al opportunities and a source of fresh, locally grown fruits and veget a-
bles for |ocal residents. The nonprofit cultivation of previously vacant
| and by nonprofit entities is a public purpose for which the long term
| ease and sal e of these properties, and exenption from property taxation
therefor, 1is warranted, even in those instances when produce is sold to
further the mssion of these nonprofit entities.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. The general rmunicipal law is amended by adding a new section 96-c
to read as foll ows:

S 96-C. SALE OR LEASE OF MUNI Cl PALLY OANED LAND FOR THE CULTI VATI ON
AND SALE OF FRU TS AND VEGETABLES. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SIONS OF
ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL OR LOCAL LAW APPLI CABLE TO THE SALE OR LEASE OF
REAL PROPERTY BY A MUNI Cl PALITY, VACANT PUBLIC LAND MAY BE SOD OR
LEASED FOR A CONSI DERATI ON, WHI CH MAY BE NOM NAL, TO A NONPROFI T ORGAN-
| ZATI ON TO CULTI VATE AND SELL FRESH FRUI TS AND VEGETABLES ON OR OFF THE
PROPERTY. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "VACANT PUBLI C LAND' SHALL MEAN
ANY LAND OMNED BY A MUNICI PALITY THAT IS NOT IN USE FOR A PUBLIC
PURPCSE, |S OTHERW SE UNOCCUPI ED, | DLE OR NOT BEI NG ACTI VELY UTI LI ZED
FOR A PERI OD OF AT LEAST SI X MONTHS.

2. ANY DEED, LEASE OR | NSTRUMENT BY WHI CH REAL PROPERTY |I'S CONVEYED OR
DI SPOSED OF PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL CONTAI N PROVI SIONS REQUI RI NG
THE PURCHASER OR LESSEE TO USE SUCH PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES CONSI STENT
W TH THE CULTI VATI ON AND SALE OF FRESH FRUI TS AND VEGETABLES.

3. A MUNIClPALI TY MAY ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM I N CONJUNCTION WTH THE
COOPERATI VE EXTENSI ON OR COUNTY EXTENSI ON ASSOCI ATI ON FOR READY | DEN-
TI FI CATI ON OF ACCESSI BLE LAND RESOURCES IN THE MJUNI Cl PALITY AVAI LABLE
FOR SUCH USE.

4. A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON MAY ASSI ST THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH PROPERTY
BY CONTRI BUTI NG OR PROVI DI NG AT COST, FROM RESOURCES UNDER THE CONTROL
OF THE MUNI ClI PALI TY, UPON AGREEMENT W TH THE PURCHASER OR LESSEE OF SUCH
LAND AS APPROVED PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL FI NANCE LAW IN TIAL SITE PREPA-
RATI ON, | NCLUDING TOP SO L AND GRADI NG WATER SYSTEMS; PERI METER FENC-
I NG STORAGE BINS OR SHEDS, AND OTHER NECESSARY APPURTENANCES OR EQUI P-
VENT.

5. A MUNIClI PALITY SHALL DI SCLOSE TO A PURCHASER OR LESSOR OF PROPERTY
UNDER THI S SECTI ON THAT THE MUNI Cl PALI TY HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY TESTS ON
THE SO L ON THE PROPERTY AND THE MUNI Cl PALI TY DOES NOT KNOW THE CONDI -
TION OF THE SO L AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATI ONS AS TO THE COWPCSI TION OF
THE SO L. NOTHING IN TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO RELI EVE A MUNI Cl -
PALI TY FROM LI ABI LI TY UNDER TI TLE FOURTEEN OF ARTI CLE TWENTY-SEVEN OF
THE ENVI RONMVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

S 3. Section 420-a of the real property tax law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. REAL PROPERTY, SOLD PURSUANT TO SECTI ON NI NETY- SI X-C OF THE GENER-
AL MJINI Cl PAL LAW USED FOR THE CULTI VATI ON AND SALE OF FRESH FRUI TS AND
VEGETABLES BY A CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM TAXA-
TI ON, PROVI DED THAT THE SALE OF SUCH FRUI T AND VEGETABLES |I'S RELATED AND
| NCIl DENTAL TO THE NONPROFI T PURPOSES OF THE CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON
AND THE NET PROCEEDS RECEI VED BY THE CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON ARE USED
TO FURTHER THE NONPROFI T PURPOSES OF THE CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



