Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

7507
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 13, 2015

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Smal | Busi ness

AN ACT to anmend the econonic devel opnent law, in relation to the estab-
lishment of a state small business commercial fishing industry advo-
cate and the creation of a snmall business comrercial fishing econom c
devel opnent programto pronote small businesses in the state's comrer-
cial fishing industry

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The economic developnent |aw is amended by addi ng a new
article 23 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 23
SMALL BUSI NESS COMMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
SECTI ON 450. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT.
451. DEFI NI TI ONS.
452. NEW YORK STATE SMALL BUSI NESS COMMERCI AL FI SHE NG ADVOCATE
ESTABLI| SHED
453. POVWERS OF THE ADVOCATE
454, SMALL BUSINESS COWMVERCI AL FI SHING ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM CREATED
455. REPORTS.
456. ASSI STANCE OF OTHER STATE AGENCI ES.
457. FUNCTI ONS, POWERS AND DUTI ES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND STATE
AGENCI ES.

S 450. LEQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. THE LEGQ SLATURE FINDS AND
DETERM NES:

1. THAT THE STATE' S COMMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY CONSI STS OF HUNDREDS
OF SMALL FAM LY- OMNED BUSI NESSES ACROSS THE STATE THAT COLLECTI VELY PLAY
A KEY ROLE I N THE CONTI NU NG ECONOM C GROMH AND VI TALI TY OF THE STATE;

2. THAT THE COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY PRESENTS ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNI TI ES THAT COULD PROMOTE GROWH THEREBY ENHANCI NG THE WELL- BEI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF THESE SMALL BUSINESS EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES | N FI SH PROCESSI NG
RETAI L MARKETS, RESTAURANTS, AND OTHER COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG RELATED BUSI -
NESSES, AS WELL AS PROMOTI NG THE ECONOM C WELL- BEI NG OF FI SH NG FAM LI ES
THROUGHOUT THE STATE THROUGH JOB CREATI ON AND JOB RETENTI ON;

3. THAT THE COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY NEEDS ASS|I STANCE TO PROMOTE
THE | NTERESTS OF THE SMALL BUSI NESSES I N THI S | NDUSTRY AND TO HELP NAVI -
GATE THE FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATORY REQUI REMENTS THAT OVERSEE THE
I NDUSTRY; AND

4. THAT THE STATE SMALL BUSI NESS COWMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY W LL BE
ENHANCED BY THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF AN ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR THE
SMALL BUSI NESS COMMVERCI AL FI SHING | NDUSTRY THAT PROMOTES LONG TERM
HEALTH AND ABUNDANCE OF FI SHERI ES RESOURCES AND HABI TATS.

S 451. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG
TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "STATE SMALL BUSI NESS COWMERCI AL FI SHE NG ADVOCATE" SHALL MEAN THE
STATE SMALL BUSI NESS COWMERCI AL FI SHI NG ADVOCATE ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO
TH S ARTI CLE.

2. "PROGRAM' SHALL MEAN THE COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.

3. "SMALL BUSI NESS COWMMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY" SHALL MEAN THOSE BUSI -
NESSES, AS DEFINED I N SECTION ONE HUNDRED THI RTY-ONE OF TH' S CHAPTER
I NVOLVED | N THE HARVESTI NG MARKETI NG RESEARCH, PROCESSI NG OF FI SH OR
SHELLFI SH OR PROVI DI NG ESSENTI AL | NPUTS FOR OR SERVICES TO SUCH SMALL
BUSI NESSES AND SHALL |INCLUDE JOB TRAINING AND PUBLIC | NFORVATI ON
PROGRAMS ASSCCI ATED W TH SUCH PRODUCTS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI' S
SECTION, THE SMALL BUSINESS COWERCI AL FI SH NG | NDUSTRY SHALL FOCUS
PRI MARI LY ON FAM LY- OANED AND OPERATED BUSI NESSES.

S 452. NEWYORK STATE SMALL BUSINESS COWERCI AL FI SHI NG ADVOCATE
ESTABLI SHED. THERE |S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED | N THE DEPARTMENT, THE STATE
SMALL BUSI NESS COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG ADVOCATE TO REPRESENT THE | NTERESTS OF
THE SMALL BUSI NESS COVMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY. THE SMALL BUSI NESS
COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG ADVOCATE SHALL POSSESS KNOW.EDGE AND EXPERI ENCE | N
MATTERS AFFECTING THE SMALL BUSINESS COWMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY,
I NCLUDI NG THE | MPORTANCE OF MARI NE FI SHERI ES MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATI ON
ROLES | N THE LONG TERM VI TALI TY OF THE | NDUSTRY, AND SHALL BE RESPONSI -
BLE FOR EXERCI SI NG ALL THE POAERS GRANTED BY TH'S ARTICLE, | NCLUDI NG
ADVI SING THE COW SSIONER ON MATTERS RELATI NG TO THE SVALL BUSI NESS
COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY, | NCLUDI NG THE DI RECTI ON, CONTRCL, AND OPER-
ATION OF THE SMALL BUSINESS COMVERCI AL FISH NG ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

S 453. PONERS OF THE ADVOCATE. 1. THE ADVOCATE SHALL ADVI SE THE
COW SSI ONER ON MATTERS CONCERNI NG SVALL BUSI NESS COVMERCI AL FI SHI NG AND
TO SERVE AS LI Al SON BETWEEN THE STATE' S SMALL BUSI NESS COMMERCI AL FI SH-
I NG | NDUSTRY AND THE COWM SSI ONER W TH RESPECT TO THE DESI GN AND | MPLE-
MENTATI ON OF THE STATE' S POLI Cl ES AND PROGRAMS RELATING TO COWWERCI AL
FISH NG | N A MANNER THAT SUPPORTS THE LONG TERM HEALTH AND ABUNDANCE OF
FI SHERI ES RESOURCES AND MANAGEMENT.

2. IN ADDI TI ON, THE ADVOCATE SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG POWERS:

(A) TO I DENTIFY AND REVIEW COWERCI AL FI SHING RELATED | SSUES AND
CURRENT STATE PCOLICIES AND PROGRAMS WH CH AFFECT THE SMALL BUSI NESS
COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY | N THE STATE;

(B) TO ADVI SE THE DEPARTMENT IN ITS PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
ALTERNATI VE USES FOR SMALL BUSI NESS COMMERCI AL FI SHI NG VESSELS, SUCH AS
TOURI SM AND OTHER USES AND SERVI CES | N THE STATE;

(© TO ADVI SE THE DEPARTMENT I N THE DEVELOPMENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE STATE'S MARKETI NG AND BUSI NESS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR THE SIMALL
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BUSI NESS COVMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY, | NCLUDI NG LONG RANGE STRATEG ES
FOR PROMOTI NG THE | NDUSTRY | N AN ECONOM CALLY SUSTAI NABLE AND ENVI RON-
MENTALLY SOUND MANNER THAT SUPPORTS LONG TERM VI TALI TY OF THE | NDUSTRY;

(D) TO ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT, THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE
CONCERNI NG RECOMVENDED LEGQ SLATI ON NECESSARY TO FOSTER AND PROMOTE THE
LONG TERM VI TALITY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SMALL BUSI NESS COVMERCI AL
FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY W THI N THE STATE;

(E) TO ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT, THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE
CONCERNI NG EXI STING LAW5S, RULES, AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO THE
LONG TERM VI TALI TY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SMALL BUSINESS COWMERCI AL
FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY W THI N THE STATE;

(F) TO PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF | NTER- GOVERNMENTAL COOPERATI ON AMONG
AGENCI ES OF THE FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND FOSTER COOPER-
ATI ON BETVEEN PRI VATE | NDUSTRY AND GOVERNMENT SO AS TO ASSURE THE LONG
TERM VI TALI TY OF THE SMALL BUSI NESS COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY;

(@ TO ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT | N OBTAI NI NG | NFORVATI ON NECESSARY FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT AND | MPROVEMENT OF STATE PCLI CI ES AND PROGRAMS AFFECTI NG
THE SMALL BUSI NESS COMMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY | N THE STATE;

TO ADM NI STER THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM CREATED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FI FTY- FOUR OF TH S ARTI CLE; AND,

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE NECESSARY TECHNI CAL AND STAFF ASSI ST-
ANCE TO THE STATE SMALL BUSI NESS COWMERCI AL FI SHI NG ADVOCATE.

S 454, SNMALL BUSI NESS COWMERCI AL FI SHI NG ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
CREATED. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED A SMALL BUSINESS COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT
AND ADM NI STERED BY THE ADVOCATE, THE PURPOSE OF WHICH SHALL BE TO
TARGET AND PROMOTE:

1. MARINE RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT |IN WAYS WH CH ARE ECONOM CALLY
SUSTAI NABLE, ENVI RONMENTALLY SOUND, AND PROMOTES THE LONG TERM HEALTH OF
FI SHERI ES RESOURCES AND HABI TAT;

2. PUBLI C AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE ECONOM C, CULTURAL AND
ENVI RONMVENTAL | MPORTANCE OF NEW YORK' S SMALL BUSI NESS COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG
| NDUSTRY;

3. THE DEVELOPMENT, RETENTI ON, DI VERSI FI CATI ON AND LONG TERM VI TALI TY
OF THE SMALL BUSI NESS COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG RESOURCES | NDUSTRY | N WAYS THAT
W LL ENHANCE RELATED EFFORTS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL ACENC ES,
COW SSI ONS, COW TTEES, ASSCOCI ATI ONS, TRADE GROUPS AND MANUFACTURERS;

4. ELECTRONI C AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON SHARED RELATED TO THE SMALL BUSI -
NESS COWMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY;

5. THE DEVELOPMENT OF FINANCING MECHANI SMS FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT,
RETENTI ON, DI VERSI FI CATI ON AND LONG TERM VI TALI TY OF THE SMALL BUSI NESS
COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY;

6. | NCREASED CONSUMER AWARENESS OF THE SMALL BUSI NESS COWMERCI AL FI SH-
I NG | NDUSTRY, | TS PRODUCTS AND SERVI CES. FURTHER, TO ACT AS A LIAI SON
BETWEEN CONSUMERS, | NDUSTRY, STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES, AND OTHER
STAKEHCOLDERS;

7. DEMONSTRATI ON PROJECTS VWH CH WOULD | MPROVE BUSI NESS PROCFI TABI LI TY
AND LONG- TERM SUSTAI NABI LI TY; AND,

8. THE REVI EW OF ANY REGULATORY BARRI ERS VWH CH MAY | MPEDE THE DEVELOP-
MENT, RETENTION, DIVERSIFI CATION OR LONG TERM VITALITY OF THE SVALL
BUSI NESS COVMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY.

S 455. REPORTS. THE ADVOCATE SHALL MAKE AN ANNUAL REPORT ON OR BEFORE
JULY FIRST, TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER TO THE GOVER-
NCR, THE DEPARTMENT, AND THE LEQ SLATURE SETTING FORTH THE ACTIVITIES
UNDERTAKEN BY THE ADVOCATE. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO THE
PUBLI C FREE OF CHARGE ON A PUBLI CLY AVAI LABLE WEBSI TE.
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S 456. ASSI STANCE OF OTHER STATE AGENCI ES. TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPGCSES
O TH'S ARTICLE, THE ADVOCATE MAY REQUEST AND SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO
RECEI VE FROM ANY STATE AGENCY, AND THE SAME ARE AUTHORI ZED TO PROVI DE
SUCH ASSI STANCE, SERVICE, FACILITIES AND DATA AS WLL ENABLE THE ADVO
CATE TO CARRY OUT THE FUNCTIONS, POAERS AND DUTI ES PROVI DED BY THI S
ARTI CLE. THE ADVOCATE MAY ENTER | NTO COOPERATI VE AGREEMENTS W TH OTHER
GOVERNMVENT OFFI CES TO EFFI CI ENTLY CARRY OUT | TS WORK.

S 457. FUNCTIONS, POWNERS AND DUTIES OF OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND STATE
AGENCI ES. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE DEEMED TO DETRACT
I N ANY WAY FROM THE FUNCTI ONS, POWERS OR DUTI ES PRESCRI BED BY LAW OF ANY
DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE OR TO | NTERRUPT OR PRECLUDE THE DI RECT RELATI O\
SH P OF ANY SUCH DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY W TH OTHER AGENCI ES, | NDI VI DUALS
OR CORPORATIONS FOR THE CARRYING QUT OF ITS FUNCTIONS, POAERS AND
DUTI ES.

S 2. Severability. |If any provision of this act or the application
t hereof shall for any reason be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair or
invalidate the remai nder of this act, but shall be confined in its oper-
ation to the provision thereof directly involved in the controversy in
whi ch the judgnment shall have been rendered.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



