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STATE OF NEW YORK

7500
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 13, 2015

Introduced by M of A JOYNER, O DONNELL -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to notification of death
of inmates to next of kin

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 47 of the
correction |l aw, as added by chapter 865 of the |aws of 1975, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(e) (1) Investigate and report to the conm ssion on the condition of
systens for the delivery of nedical care to inmates of correctional
facilities and where appropriate recomend such changes as it shall deem
necessary and proper to inprove the quality and availability of such
nmedi cal care.

(1'l) THE BOARD SHALL BE RESPONSI VE TO | NQUI RIES FROM THE NEXT OF KIN
AND OTHER PERSON DESI GNATED AS A REPRESENTATI VE OF ANY | NMATE WHOSE
DEATH TAKES PLACE DURI NG CUSTODY REGARDI NG THE CI RCUMSTANCES SURROUNDI NG
THE DEATH OF SUCH | NVATE. CONTACT | NFORVATI ON FOR THE NEXT OF KIN AND
DESI GNATED REPRESENTATIVE SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO THE
BOARD FROM THE EMERGENCY CONTACT | NFORVATI ON PREVI QUSLY PROVI DED BY THE
| NMATE TO THE DEPARTMENT.

S 2. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 624 to read
as foll ows:

S 624. NEXT OF KIN;, DEATH OF | NVATE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE RESPON-
SIVE TO | NQUI RIES FROM THE NEXT OF KIN AND OTHER PERSON DESI GNATED AS
THE REPRESENTATI VE OF ANY | NVATE WHOSE DEATH TAKES PLACE DURI NG CUSTODY
REGARDI NG THE Cl RCUMSTANCES SURROUNDI NG THE DEATH OF SUCH | NMATE, THE
MEDI CAL PROCEDURES USED AND THE CAUSE OF DEATH | NCLUDI NG PRELI M NARY
DETERM NATI ONS AND FI NAL DETERM NATI ON AS REPORTED BY AN AUTOPSY REPORT.
THE NEXT OF KIN AND OTHER PERSON DESI GNATED AS A REPRESENTATI VE SHALL BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| DENTI FI ED FROM THE EMERGENCY CONTACT | NFORMATI ON PREVI QUSLY PROVI DED BY
THE | NMATE TO THE DEPARTMENT.

S 3. Section 16 of the correction |aw, as added by chapter 109 of the
| aws of 1980, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 16. Expense of autopsy; state charge. 1. The reasonable expense of
any inquiry, autopsy, exanination or report prepared thereon conducted
by a coroner, coroner's physician or medical exam ner as required by |aw
with respect to any death occurring to an inmate of an institution oper-
ated by the departnent shall, to the extent not otherw se reinbursed by
the state, be a state charge. Reinbursenment of such expense shall be
made on vouchers subnmitted annually and certified by the chief fisca
officer of the county or city as the case nay be on the audit and
warrant of the conptroller

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ACQUI RE A PRELI M NARY OR FI NAL DEATH CERTI F-
| CATE FOR SUCH | NVATE FROM A CORONER, CORONER S PHYSI CI AN OR MEDI CAL
EXAM NER AND FORWARD SUCH ORI G NAL DEATH CERTI FI CATE TO THE NEXT OF KI N

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rules or regul ations necessary for the inple-
nment ati on of the foregoing sections of this act on its effective date
are authorized to be nmade on or before such effective date.



