Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

7397--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 8, 2015

Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Election Law -- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to registration require-
ments for a political action commttee and prohibitive spending by
certain comittees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 14-100 of the election law is anmended by addi ng two
new subdi vi sions 15 and 16 to read as foll ows:

15. "I NDEPENDENT EXPENDI TURE COW TTEE" MEANS A POLI TI CAL COW TTEE
THAT: (A) MAKES ONLY | NDEPENDENT EXPENDI TURES AS DEFINED IN THI'S ARTI -
CLE; (B) CONDUCTS I TS ACTI VI TI ES ENTI RELY | NDEPENDENT OF CANDI DATES; AND
(© HAS NOT BEEN AUTHORI ZED BY, REQUESTED BY, SUGGESTED BY, FOSTERED BY,
OR OTHERW SE COOPERATED | N ANY WAY I N THE FORMATI ON OR OPERATI ON OF A
CANDI DATE' S CAMPAI GN, A CANDI DATE' S POLI TI CAL COMWM TTEE, OR ANY OTHER
COW TTEE THAT MAKES EXPENDI TURES FOR OR ON BEHALF OF A POLI TI CAL PARTY
OR A CANDI DATE.

16. "POLI TI CAL ACTION COW TTEE" MEANS A POLITICAL COW TTEE WHI CH
MAKES NO EXPENDI TURES, TO Al D OR TAKE PART | N THE ELECTI ON OR DEFEAT OF
A CANDI DATE, OTHER THAN I N THE FORM OF CONTRI BUTI ONS | NCLUDI NG | N-KI ND
CONTRI BUTI ONS.

S 2. Section 14-112 of the election |aw, as amended by chapter 930 of
the laws of 1981, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 14-112. Political commttee authorization statenent. Any politica
committee aiding or taking part in the election or nom nation of any
candi date, other than [by making contributions] A POLITICAL ACTION
COW TTEE, shall file, in the office in which the statenents of such
commttee are to be filed pursuant to this article, either a sworn veri -
fied statenent by the treasurer of such commttee that the candi date has
authorized the political conmttee to aid or take part in his election

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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or that the candidate has not authorized the commttee to aid or take
part in his election.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 14-118 of the election |aw, as anmended
by chapter 156 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Every political commttee shall have a treasurer and a depository,
and shall cause the treasurer to keep detail ed, bound accounts of al
receipts, transfers, loans, liabilities, contributions and expenditures,
made by the comrittee or any of its officers, nenbers or agents acting
under its authority or in its behalf. Al such accounts shall be
retained by a treasurer for a period of five years fromthe date of the
filing of the final statement wth respect to the election, primry
el ection or convention to which they pertain. No officer, nenber or
agent of any political commttee shall receive any receipt, transfer or
contribution, or make any expenditure or incur any liability wuntil the
coonmittee shall have chosen a treasurer and depository and filed their
nanes in accordance with this subdivision. There shall be filed in the
office in which the cormittee is required to file its statenents under
section 14-110 of this article, within five days after the choice of a
treasurer and depository, a statenent giving the name and address of the
treasurer chosen, the name and address of any person authorized to sign
checks by such treasurer, the nane and address of the depository chosen
and the candidate or candidates or ballot proposal or proposals the
success or defeat of which the commttee is to aid or take part;
provi ded, however, that such statenent shall not be required of a
constituted conmttee and provided further that a political ACTION
commttee which nakes no expenditures, to aid or take part in the
el ection or defeat of a candidate, other than in the form of contrib-
utions, shall not be required to list the candi dates being supported or
opposed by such conmttee. Such statement shall be signed by the treas-
urer and all other persons authorized to sign checks. Any change in the
information required in any statenent shall be reported, in an anended
statenment filed in the sane manner and in the sanme office as an origi na
statement filed wunder this section, within tw days after it occurs,
except that any change to the mailing address on any such statenent
filed at the state board nay al so be made in any nanner deenmed accept a-
ble by the state board. Only a banking organization authorized to do
business in this state may be desi gnated a depository hereunder.

S 4. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 14-107-a to
read as follows:

S 14-107-A. PRCH BI TED SPENDI NG BY | NDEPENDENT EXPENDI TURE COWM TTEES
AND POLI TI CAL ACTI ON COW TTEES. 1. AN | NDEPENDENT EXPENDI TURE COW TTEE
SHALL NOT CONTRI BUTE TO ANY CANDI DATE, CONSTI TUTED COW TTEE, POLI Tl CAL
COW TTEE, OR POLI TI CAL PARTY.

2. A POLITICAL ACTI ON COW TTEE SHALL NOT MAKE ANY | NDEPENDENT EXPEND-
| TURES OR CONTRI BUTI ONS TO ANY | NDEPENDENT EXPENDI TURE COWM TTEE.

S 5. Section 14-126 of the election law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 3-a to read as foll ows:

3-A. ANY PERSON WHO, ACTI NG AS OR ON BEHALF OF AN | NDEPENDENT EXPENDI -
TURE COW TTEE OR A POLI TI CAL ACTI ON COW TTEE, KNOW NGLY AND W LLFULLY
VI OLATES SECTI ON 14-107-A OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A dCVIL
PENALTY, UP TO ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS OR UP TO THE COST OF THE COVMUNI -
CATI ON, WHI CHEVER | S GREATER, TO BE RECOVERABLE I N A SPECI AL PROCEEDI NG
OR ClVIL ACTION TO BE BROUGHT BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS

S 6. This act shall take effect imediately.



