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Introduced by M of A GALEF -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the donestic relations law, in relation to marriage
of ficers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and
decl ares that increasing nunbers of persons being married seek a civil
marriage to be performed by a narriage officiant of their choosing.
Cvil marriages are solemmized by village, town and city clerks,
justices and marriage officers appointed by the governing body of such
municipalities. This |legislation expands the marriage officer criteria
so that additional officers are available to solemize narriages. This
| egi sl ati on enpowers the governing boards of nmunicipalities to authorize
and appoint such officers at the request of the persons being nmarried.
This legislation further provides that marriage offices nay accept fees
agreed upon by the persons being married or those representing them
wi t hout nunici pal governing board approval. The nunicipal governing
boards may require or waive mrunicipal residency requirenments for the
marriage officers in certain circunstances. Mnicipalities are also
provided with the authorization to establish and collect additional fees
that cover adm nistrative costs and/ or increase revenues.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 11-c of the donestic relations |aw, as
added by chapter 49 of the |aws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. The nunber of such marriage officers appointed for a nunicipality
shall be determned by the governing body of the nunicipality. Such
marri age officers shall be eighteen years of age or over, and they shal
reside in the nunicipality by which they are appoi nt ed. THE GOVERNI NG
BODY OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY MAY, HOWNEVER, WAI VE THE RESI DENCY REQUI REMENT
| F PERSONS SEEKING MARRI AGE SOLEWMNI ZATION MAKE SUCH A REQUEST. A
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marriage officer shall have the authority to solemize a nmarriage within
the territory of the municipality which makes the appoi nt nent.

S 3. Subdivision 3 of section 11-c of the donestic relations |aw, as
added by chapter 49 of the |aws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Anmarriage officer may receive a salary or wage in an anount to be
determined by the governing body of the nmunicipality which appoints him
or her. In the event that a marriage officer receives a salary or wage,
he or she shall not receive any renuneration or consideration from any
ot her source for performng his or her duties. In the event that a
marriage officer does not receive a salary or wage, [he or she may
accept and keep up to seventy-five dollars for each marriage at which he
or she officiates, paid by or on behalf of the persons nmarried] A FEE
MAY BE AGREED TO BY THE MARRI AGE OFFI CER AND THOSE ON BEHALF OF THE
PERSONS BEI NG MARRI ED, AND/ OR THE PERSONS BEI NG MARRI ED. SUCH FEE NEED
NOT BE DI SCLOSED OR APPROVED BY THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY.
A GOVERNI NG BOARD SHALL ALSO HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO DETERM NE A FEE FOR
SUCH SOLEMNI ZATIONS TO COVER COSTS TO THE MJUNICIPALITY AND)OR TO
| NCREASE REVENUES FOR THE MUNI Cl PALI TY.

S 4. Section 11-c of the donestic relations |aws is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. IN THE EVENT THAT A GOVERNI NG BODY OF ANY VILLAGE, TOMN OR CI TY MAY
DI SM SS A MARRI AGE OFFI CER, NO ACTION SHALL BE MAINTAINED BY OR ON
BEHALF OF SUCH MARRI AGE OFFI CER, UNDER THI S SECTI ON AGAI NST SUCH GOVERN-
| NG BODY

S 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



