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I N ASSEMBLY
April 10, 2015

Introduced by M of A OIS -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to speed limts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1643 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anended by
chapter 412 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 1643. Speed linmts on highways in cities, TOMNS and villages. (A
The Il egislative body of any city, TOM or village with respect to high-
ways (which termfor the purposes of this section shall include private
roads open to public notor vehicle traffic) in such city, TOM or
vill age, other than state hi ghways mai ntained by the state on which the
departnment of transportation shall have established higher or | ower
speed limts than the statutory fifty-five mles per hour speed limt as
provided in section sixteen hundred twenty of this title, or on which
the departnent of transportation shall have designated that such city,
TOM or village shall not establish any maxi mum speed |linmt as provided
in section sixteen hundred twenty-four of this title, subject to the
limtations inposed by section sixteen hundred eighty-four of this title
may by |ocal |aw, ordinance, order, rule or regulation establish maximm
speed limts at which vehicles may proceed within such city, TOM or
village, wthin designated areas of such city, TOMN or village or on or
al ong desi gnated hi ghways within such city or village higher or |ower
than the fifty-five mles per hour maxi mumstatutory limt. No such
speed limt applicable throughout such city, TOM or village or wthin
designated areas of such city or village shall be established at |ess
than [thirty] TWENTY-FIVE niles per hour; except that in the city of
Long Beach, in the county of Nassau, speed limts may be established at
not less than fifteen mles per hour on any portion of the follow ng
hi ghways in such city: develand avenue, Harding avenue, Mtchel
avenue, Bel nont avenue, Atlantic avenue, Coolidge avenue, WIson avenue
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and Taft avenue. No such speed Iimt applicable on or al ong designated
hi ghways within such city or village shall be established at |ess than
twenty-five mles per hour, except that school speed |inmts may be
established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a distance not
to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a highway passing a
school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting on the highway
and except that within the cities of Buffalo and Rochester speed limts
may be established at not Iess than fifteen mles per hour for any
portion of a highway within a city park.

(B)(1) ANY CTY, TOM OR VILLAGE MAY ESTABLI SH MAXI MUM SPEED LI M TS
BELOW TWENTY- FI VE M LES PER HOUR AT WHI CH MOTOR VEH CLES MAY PROCEED ON
OR ALONG DESI GNATED H GHWAYS WTHIN SUCH CI TY, TOM OR VI LLAGE FOR THE
EXPLI CI T PURPOSE OF | MPLEMENTI NG TRAFFI C CALM NG MEASURES AS SUCH TERM
IS DEFINED HEREIN, PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THAT NO SPEED LIM T SHALL BE SET
BELOW FI FTEEN M LES PER HOUR NOR SHALL SUCH SPEED LIM T BE ESTABLI SHED
VHERE THE TRAFFI C CALM NG MEASURE TO BE | MPLEMENTED CONSI STS SOLELY OF A
TRAFFI C CONTROL SIGN.  ESTABLI SHVENT OF SUCH A SPEED LIM T SHALL, WHERE
APPLI CABLE, BE I N COVPLI ANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS S| XTEEN
HUNDRED TWENTY- FOUR AND S| XTEEN HUNDRED EI GHTY- FOUR OF THI S TI TLE. NOTH
| NG CONTAINED HEREIN SHALL BE DEEMED TO ALTER OR AFFECT THE ESTABLI SH
MENT OF SCHOOL SPEED LIM TS PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTI ON.
FOR THE PURPCSES OF TH S PARAGRAPH, "TRAFFI C CALM NG MEASURES" SHALL
MEAN ANY PHYSI CAL ENG NEERI NG MEASURE OR MEASURES THAT REDUCE THE NEGA-
TIVE EFFECTS OF MOTOR VEH CLE USE, ALTER DRI VER BEHAVI OR AND | MPROVE
CONDI TI ONS FOR NON- MOTORI ZED STREET USERS SUCH AS PEDESTRI ANS AND BI CY-
CLI STS.

(2) ANY CITY, TOMN OR VI LLAGE ESTABLI SH NG MAXI MUM SPEED LI M TS BELOW
TVENTY- FI VE M LES PER HOUR PURSUANT TO CLAUSE (I) OF TH'S PARAGRAPH
SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY ON OR BEFORE THE FIRST OF JUNE
NEXT SUCCEEDI NG THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON AND Bl ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER ON THE RESULTS OF USI NG TRAFFI C CALM NG MEASURES AND SPEED
LIMTS LONER THAN TWENTY- FI VE M LES PER HOUR AS AUTHORI ZED BY THI S PARA-
GRAPH. THIS REPORT SHALL ALSO BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C BY SUCH
CITY, TOMW OR VILLAGE ON I TS WEBSI TE. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT
BE LIM TED TO THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DESI GNATED H GHWAYS WHERE TRAFFIC CALM NG
MEASURES AND A LOVER SPEED LIM T WERE ESTABLI SHED,

(1'l) A DESCRIPTION OF THE SPECI FI C TRAFFI C CALM NG MEASURES USED AND
THE MAXI MUM SPEED LI M T ESTABLI SHED, AND

(1'11) A COWARI SON OF THE AGGREGATE TYPE, NUMBER, AND SEVERITY OF
ACCl DENTS REPORTED ON STREETS ON WHI CH STREET CALM NG MEASURES AND LOVWER
SPEED LIMTS WERE | MPLEMENTED I N THE YEAR PRECEDI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF SUCH MEASURES AND POLI CIES AND THE YEAR FOLLOW NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF SUCH MEASURES AND POLI CI ES, TO THE EXTENT THI S | NFORMATI ON | S MAI N-
TAI NED BY ANY AGENCY OF THE STATE OR THE CITY, TOM OR VI LLAGE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



