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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to estab-
lishing a genetically nodified organismregistry

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and nmarkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 16-b to read as foll ows:

S 16-B. GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANI SM REG STRY. 1. AS USED IN THI' S
SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL MEAN:

A. " GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM' SHALL MEAN:

(1) AN ORGANI SM THAT HAS BEEN ALTERED AT THE MOLECULAR OR CELLULAR
LEVEL BY MEANS THAT ARE NOT PCOSSI BLE UNDER NATURAL CONDI TI ONS OR PROC-
ESSES, | NCLUDI NG RECOVBI NANT DNA AND RNA TECHNI QUES, CELL FUSION,
M CROENCAPSULATI ON, MACRCENCAPSULATI ON, GENE DELETION AND DOUBLI NG
| NTRODUCTI ON OF A FOREI GN GENE, AND A PROCESS THAT CHANGES THE POSI Tl ONS
OF GENES, OTHER THAN A MEANS CONSI STI NG EXCLUSI VELY OF BREEDI NG CONJU-
GATI ON, FERMENTATI ON, HYBRI DI ZATI ON, | N VI TRO FERTI LI ZATI ON, OR Tl SSUE
CULTURE; AND

(1) AN ORGANI SM MADE THROUGH SEXUAL OR ASEXUAL REPRODUCTI ON, OR BOTH,
| N\VOLVI NG AN ORGANI SM DESCRI BED | N SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF THI'S PARAGRAPH,
| F POSSESSI NG ANY OF THE ALTERED MOLECULAR OR CELLULAR CHARACTERI STI CS
OF THE ORGANI SM SO DESCRI BED.

B. "H GHER EDUCATI ON' SHALL HAVE THE SAVE MEANING AS IS ASCRIBED TO
SUCH TERM BY SUBDI VI SI ON ElI GHT OF SECTI ON TWO OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN A REG STRY OF GENET-
| CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM5 USED | N THE PRODUCTI ON OF SEEDS, AND BY | NSTI -
TUTI ONS OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON FOR THE PURPOSES OF RESEARCH AND IN ANY OF
THEIR AGRI CULTURE RELATED PROGRAMS. THE | NFORMATI ON | NCLUDED I N SUCH
REG STRY SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C, UPON REQUEST, | N WRI TTEN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FORM AND | N ELECTRONI C FORM ON THE DEPARTMENT'S | NTERNET WEBSITE. ALL
| NFORMATI ON IN THE GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM REGQ STRY AVAI LABLE TO
THE PUBLI C SHALL BE UPDATED BY THE DEPARTMENT NOT LESS FREQUENTLY THAN
ONCE EVERY SI X MONTHS.

3. THE DEPARTMENT, AS PART OF MAI NTAI NI NG THE REG STRY REQUI RED BY
THI S SECTI ON, SHALL ESTABLI SH MAPS OF EACH COUNTY IN WH CH REQ STERED
GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM5 ARE USED, STATING THE EXACT LOCATI ON
W THI N THE COUNTY OF EACH SUCH ORGANI SM THE TYPE OF SUCH ORGANI SM AT
EACH LOCATI ON AND THE USE OF SUCH ORGANI SM AT EACH LOCATI ON.

4. SUBJECT TO THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS OF THE DEPARTMENT, EACH SELL-
ER, DI STRI BUTOR OR PROVI DER OF SEEDS WHI CH USES OR POSSESSES GENETI CALLY
MODI FI ED ORGANI SM5, AND EACH | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON WHI CH USES
OR POSSESSES GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SMS FOR THE PURPCSE OF RESEARCH
OR IN ANY OF I TS AGRI CULTURE RELATED PROGRAMS, SHALL REG STER ALL SUCH
ORGANI SM5 W TH THE DEPARTMENT IN A TI MELY MANNER. EACH PERSON OR ENTITY
REQUI RED TO REG STER | TS GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM5 PURSUANT TO THI S
SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORMATION ON HOW | T USES SUCH ORGAN S5,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO THE EXACT AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCT OR CROP UPON
VH CH A GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM HAS AN EFFECT.

5. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY | SSUE A REPORT ON THE | NFORMATI ON
COWPI LED I N THE GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM REG STRY, WHICH SHALL BE
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC, AND SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEG SLATURE ON OR BEFORE MARCH FI RST. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORVA-
TION ON THE USES AND LOCATI ONS OF GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED ORGANI SM5 IN THI' S
STATE, AND THE EFFECTS SUCH USES ARE HAVI NG UPON THE STATE AND I TS RESI -
DENTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that the departnment of agriculture
and narkets is authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to
i npl enent the provisions of this act on its effective date on or before
such date.



