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STATE OF NEW YORK

6469
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 25, 2015

Introduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, TITONE, GUNTHER -- Ml ti - Sponsored
by -- M of A HOOPER, TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
authorizing and directing the comm ssioner of environnental conserva-
tion to establish rules and regulations for in-hone reverse vending
machi nes; and directing such conm ssioner to determ ne the best design
for such in-hone machi nes and providing for the paynment of a grant to
t he designer or inventor thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 27-1003 of the environnental conservation lawis
anmended by addi ng a new subdivision 12-a to read as foll ows:

12-A. "INHOVE REVERSE VENDI NG MACHI NE' MEANS A REVERSE VENDI NG
MACHI NE PLACED | N THE RESI DENCE OR BUSI NESS OF A CONSUMER WHI CH | SSUES A
SCRIP OR RECEIPT TO SUCH CONSUMER FOR THE REFUND VALUE OF ALL BEVERAGE
CONTAI NERS TO BE PAI D BY A REDEMPTI ON CENTER

S 2. Section 27-1013 of the environmental conservation |aw, as anmended
by section 7 of part F of chapter 58 of the laws of 2013, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 27-1013. Redenption centers AND | N- HOVE REVERSE VENDI NG MACHI NES.

1. The comm ssioner is hereby enpowered to promnul gate rul es and regu-
| ations governing (a) the circunstances in which deposit initiators,
deal ers and distributors, individually or collectively, are required to
accept the return of enpty beverage containers, including beverage
contai ners processed through reverse vendi ng nachi nes and nake paynent
therefor; (b) the sorting of the containers which a deposit initiator or
di stributor may require of dealers and redenption centers; (c) the
collection of returned beverage containers by deposit initiators or
di stributors, including the party to whom such expense is to be charged,
the frequency of such pick ups and the paynment for refunds and handling
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fees thereon; (d) the right of dealers to restrict or limt the nunber
of containers redeened, the rules for redenption at the dealers' place
of business, and the redenption of containers froma beverage for which
sales have been discontinued; (e) to issue registrations to persons,
firms or corporations which establish redenption centers, subject to
applicable provisions of Ilocal and state | aws, at which redeeners and
deal ers may return enpty beverage contai ners and receive paynent of the
refund value of such beverage containers. Such registrations shall be
i ssued at no cost. Should the departnment require by regulations adopted
pursuant to this paragraph that redenption centers nust obtain a regis-
tration as a condition of operation, any redenption center in business
as of March first, tw thousand thirteen that previously provided the
departrment with the notification information required by regulations in
effect as of such date may continue to operate as if the departnment had
i ssued such redenption center a registration required by regulations
adopted wunder this paragraph; provided, however, that such redenption
center shall provide the departnment with any other information required
by regul ations adopted pursuant to this paragraph. The departnent nay,
after due notice and opportunity of hearing, pursuant to the provisions
of section 71-1709 of this chapter, deny an application or revoke a
registration. In determ ning whether or not to revoke a registration the
commi ssioner shall at a mninmum take into consideration the conpliance
history of a violator, good faith efforts of a violator to conply, any
econom ¢ benefit from nonconpliance and whether the violation was proce-
dural in nature. The conmm ssioner's determ nation to revoke a registra-
tion is subject to review under article seventy-eight of the civil prac-
tice law and rules; [and] (f) the operation of nobile redenption centers
in order to ensure that to the best extent practicable containers are
not proffered for redenption to a deposit initiator or distributor
outside of the geographic area where such deposit initiator sells
containers and initiates deposits; AND (G TERMS OF CONTRACTS PROVI DI NG
FOR THE PAYMENT BY REDEMPTI ON CENTERS OF THE REFUND VALUE OF BEVERAGE
CONTAI NERS DEPCSI TED |IN |INHOVE REVERSE VENDING MACH NES AND THE
COLLECTI ON OF SUCH DEPGCsSI TED CONTAI NERS BY REDEMPTI ON CENTERS

2. The departnent may require a redenption center to obtain a permt,
as an alternative to registration if such center is located at the sane
facility or site as another solid waste nmanagenent facility otherw se
subject to the requirenments of title seven of this article or the regu-
| at i ons pronul gated pursuant thereto.

3. No dealer or distributor, as defined in section 27-1003 of this
title, shall be required to obtain a permt to operate a redenption
center at the sane location as the dealer's or distributor's place of
busi ness. Operators of such redenption centers shall receive paynent of
the refund val ue of each beverage container fromthe appropriate deposit
initiator or distributor as provided under section 27-1007 of this
title.

4. Each deal er and redenption center shall require any person tender-
ing for redenption nore than two thousand five hundred containers at one
time to such dealer or redenption center to provide such person's nane
and address and the license plate of the vehicle used to transport the
containers, or, in the case of an agent or enployee of a not-for-profit
corporation, a sales tax exenption certificate. The deal er or redenption
center redeem ng the beverage containers shall keep the information on
file for a mninumof twelve nonths and provide sane to the departnent
upon request.
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5. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG
THE DESI G\, OPERATION AND AVAILABILITY OF |INHOVE REVERSE VENDI NG
MACHI NES. FURTHERMORE, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL SUBM T TO THE LEGQ SLATURE
SUCH LEG SLATI VE PROPCSALS AS HE OR SHE SHALL DEEM NECESSARY FOR THE
REGULATI ON AND USE OF | N HOVE REVERSE VENDI NG MACHI NES.

S 3. (a) The conmi ssioner of environmental conservation shall solicit
and any person may submit to such conm ssioner a design for an effi-
cient, accurate, reliable and easy to wuse in-hone reverse vending
machi ne, as defined in subdivision 12-a of section 27-1003 of the envi-
ronmental conservation |aw. The conm ssioner of environnental conserva-
tion shall establish and publish standards for the design of reverse
vendi ng machines to be used in this state.

(b) On or before January 1, 2017, the comm ssioner of environnental
conservation shall fromthe designs and prototype in-honme reverse vend-
ing machines subnmitted to himor her, determ ne which design or proto-
type thereof is the best design and nost closely neets the standards
therefor. The designer or inventor of the best design or prototype shal
be awarded a grant of one hundred twenty thousand dollars. Notw thstand-
ing any other provision of law to the contrary, such grant shall be paid
fromthe solid waste account of the environnental protection fund.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



