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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 4443 A. 6346
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
March 20, 2015

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Local Govern-
ment

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A THH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the county law, in relation to establishing a procedure
for the creation of new counties

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. It is hereby found by the |egislature
that section 2 of article 9, of the state constitution provides that the
| egi sl ature shall provide for the creation and organization of |oca
governments in the state of New York. The state has established proce-
dures for the creation of villages, towns, and for nunicipal annexation.
However, it has not established procedures for the creation of counties.

The legislature is conmtted to the establishnment of [|ocal govern-
ments, such as counties, where it could result in governnent that is
nore cost effective, nore efficient, and nore responsive to the needs
and desires of those residents being served.

Therefore, the legislature finds that it is in the best interests of
the state of New York to establish a procedure for the creation of new
counties where it is feasible and in the best interest of the governed.
This legislation would create such a procedure and fulfill the state's
constitutional mandate to provide for the creation of counties.

S 2. The county law is anended by adding a new article 1-A to read as
fol | ows:

ARTI CLE 1-A
CREATI ON OF NEW COUNTI ES
SECTI ON 10. POPULATI ON AND AREA REQUI REMENTS.
11. FEASIBILITY STUDY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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12. PETI TI ON.

13. FI LI NG PETI TI ON AND OBJECTI ONS; DETERM NATI ON.
14. REFERENDUM

15. EFFECTI VE DATE; TRANSI TI ON PERI OD.

16. DI SPCSI TI ON OF PROPERTY.

17. ASSUMPTI ON OF DEBT.

18. M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS.

S 10. POPULATION AND AREA REQUI REMENTS. 1. A TERRI TORY CONTAI NI NG A
POPULATI ON THAT ENTITLES I T TO A MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AS DETERM NED
BY THE MOST RECENT FEDERAL CENSUS, MAY BE ESTABLI SHED AS A COUNTY UNDER
TH S ARTI CLE. SAI D TERRI TORY SHALL ALSO HAVE AN AREA OF AT LEAST TWO
HUNDRED FI FTY SQUARE M LES.

2. SAID TERRITORY SHALL BE CONTI GUOUS AND ALL COUNTI ES AFFECTED BY A
PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL HAVE CONTI GUOUS BOUNDARI ES.

3. SAID TERRITORY SHALL NOI' DIVIDE THE TERRITORY OF ANY EXI STING
CITIES, TOMS OR VI LLAGES.

S 11. FEASIBILITY STUDY. 1. BEFORE A PETITION TO BECOMVE A COUNTY NAY
BE FI LED UNDER SECTI ON TWELVE OF THI S ARTI CLE, A FEASI BI LI TY STUDY SHALL
FI RST BE PREPARED. SUCH FEASI BI LI TY STUDY SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A PROPCSED OPERATI NG BUDGET FOR THE TERRI TORY TO BE THE PROPOSED
COUNTY;

(B) A PROPOSED CAPI TAL BUDGET FOR THE TERRI TORY TO BE THE PROPOSED
COUNTY;

(© A PROPCSAL FOR THE DI VI SI ON OF ASSETS AND LI ABI LI TI ES BETWVEEN THE
AFFECTED COUNTI ES; AND

(D) THE PROPERTY TAX | MPACT ON THE PROPOSED COUNTY OVER AT LEAST A
FI VE YEAR PERI OD.

2. SUCH FEASI BI LI TY STUDY SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED OR AT LEAST PARTIALLY
FUNDED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK

3. A FEASIBILITY STUDY COVWLETED BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S
ARTI CLE MAY BE UTI LI ZED TO SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF TH' S SECTI ON,
PROVI DED THAT ANY PETITION BASED ON SUCH A STUDY SHALL BE I NI TI ATED
WTH N FI VE YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE FEASI BI LI TY STUDY.

S 12. PETITION. 1. A PROCEEDI NG TO CREATE A NEW COUNTY SHALL COMVENCE
WTH A PETI TI ON.

2. A PETITION TO CREATE A NEW COUNTY SHALL BE SI GNED BY A NUMBER EQUAL
TO AT LEAST TEN PER CENTUM OF THE TOTAL VOTE CAST FOR GOVERNOR | N THE
TERRI TORY PROPOCSED TO BECOME A COUNTY |IN THE LAST GUBERNATORI AL
ELECTI ON.

3. ONLY QUALIFIED ELECTORS FOR A GENERAL ELECTION I N SUCH TERRI TORY
SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO SI GN THE PETI Tl ON.

4. THE PETI TION TO CREATE A NEW COUNTY SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOW NG
| NFORVATI ON:

(A) THE NAVE OF THE PROPCSED COUNTY;

(B) THE COUNTY SEAT OF THE PROPOSED COUNTY;

(© A STATEMENT THAT THE TERRITORY PROPOSED TO BE THE NEW COUNTY
CONTAI NS AT LEAST A POPULATI ON THAT ENTITLES IT TO A MEMBER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND AT LEAST TWO HUNDRED FI FTY SQUARE M LES;

(D) A MAP SHOW NG THE BOUNDARI ES OF THE PROPOSED COUNTY; AND

(E) A DESIGNATION OF AT LEAST ONE BUT NOT MORE THAN THREE PERSONS,
G VI NG FULL NAVES AND ADDRESSES, ON WHOM AND AT WH CH ADDRESSES ALL
PAPERS REQUI RED TO BE SERVED | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE PROCEEDI NG TO CREATE
THE NEW COUNTY, SHALL BE SERVED.

5. THE SIGNATURES TO THE PETI TI ON SHALL BE SUBSCRI BED ON A SEPARATE
PAGE OR PAGES FOLLOW NG THE | NFORVATI ON OQUTLI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF
TH S SECTI ON.
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6. EACH SIGNATURE PAGE SHALL BE PREFACED BY A STATEMENT OF THE PETI -
TI ONERS' FAM LI ARITY WTH THE CONTENTS AND PURPOSE OF THE PETI TION, AND
THE BOUNDARI ES OF THE TERRI TORY TO BE | NCLUDED I N THE NEW COUNTY.

7. FOLLOW NG EACH SI GNATURE, THERE SHALL BE SET FORTH, NOT NECESSARI LY
BY THE SIGNER, THE SI GNER S ADDRESS, | NCLUDI NG STREET NAME AND NUMBER,
I F ANY, AND TOWN.

8. THE PETI TI ON MUST ALSO BE AUTHENTI CATED AS TO ALL THE SI GNATURES
UPON EACH SEPARATE SHEET BY APPENDI NG AT THE BOTTOM OF EACH SHEET, AN
AFFI DAVIT OF A WTNESS AS TO THE SUBSCRI PTI ON THERECF, SUBSTANTI ALLY AS
FOLLOWG:

STATE OF NEW YORK

SS.
COUNTY OF
................... (NAME OF W TNESS) BEI NG DULY SWORN, SAYS: | RESIDE AT
.................. , IN THE ............. OF ................ (FILL IN
RESI DENCE) | N THE STATE OF NEW YORK; | KNOWEACH OF THE PERSONS WHOSE
NAMES ARE SUBSCRI BED TO THE ABOVE SHEET HAVING .............. (FILL I'N

NUMBER) S| GNATURES; AND EACH OF THEM SUBSCRI BED THE SAME | N MY PRESENCE.

SWORN TO BEFORE ME, THIS .....
DAY OF ............. , 20....
(OFFI CI AL TI TLE OF OFFI CER

9. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PREPARE A FORM OF PETI TI ON MEET-
I NG THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON AND SHALL MAKE SAI D FORM AVAI LABLE
TO THE PUBLI C. ANY PETITION WVHICH IS A COPY OF SAID FORM SHALL BE DEEMED
TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON RELATI NG TO FORM

S 13. FILING PETITION AND OBJECTI ONS; DETERM NATION. 1. A PETITI ON
PURSUANT TO THHS ARTICLE SHALL BE FILED WTH THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS.

2. ANY PETITION FILED WTH THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL BE PRESUMP-
TIVELY VALID IF IT IS I N THE PROPER FORM AND APPEARS TO BEAR THE REQUI -
SITE NUMBER OF SI GNATURES AUTHENTI CATED I N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THI S
ARTI CLE.

3. WRITTEN OBJECTI ONS TO A PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE
FILED WTH THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS W THI N THREE DAYS AFTER THE FI LI NG OF
THE PETI TI ON. WHEN AN OBJECTION IS FI LED, SPECI FI CATIONS OF THE GROUNDS
OF THE OBJECTIONS SHALL BE FILED WTHI N SI X DAYS THEREAFTER W TH SUCH
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, AND I F SPECI FI CATIONS ARE NOT' TIMELY FILED, THE
OBJECTI ON SHALL BE NULL AND VA D. AN OBJECTOR MUST BE QUALI FI ED TO SI GN
THE PETI TI ON.

4. WTH N TVENTY DAYS OF THE FILING OF A PETITION PURSUANT TO TH' S
ARTI CLE, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL RENDER A DETERM NATI ON AS TO THE
SUFFI Cl ENCY OF THE PETI TI ON. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL G VE NOTI CE OF
THE DETERM NATI ON FORTHW TH BY MAIL TO THE | NDI VI DUALS DESI GNATED PURSU-
ANT TO PARAGRAPH (E) OF SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF SECTI ON TWELVE OF THI S ARTI -
CLE, AND I F SPECI FI ED OBJECTI ONS HAVE BEEN FI LED, THE OBJECTOR SHALL BE
ALSO NOTI FI ED.

5. ALL PROVI SI ONS OF THE ELECTI ON LAW RELATI NG TO THE CONSTRUAL OF THE
SUFFI CI ENCY OF PETITIONS, NOT' | NCONSISTENT WTH TH S ARTI CLE, SHALL
APPLY TO TH S SECTI ON.

6. A DETERM NATI ON OF THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO JUDI -
Cl AL REVIEW AS PROVI DED FOR I N ARTI CLE SEVENTY-EI GHT OF THE Cl VIL PRAC
TI CE LAWAND RULES, EXCEPT THAT |IT MJST BE |INSTITUTED AS THEREIN
PROVIDED WTH N TH RTY DAYS AFTER THE FI LI NG OF DETERM NATI ON PURSUANT
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TO THI S SECTI ON. SUCH A PROCEEDI NG MAY ONLY BE I NSTI TUTED BY A PERSON
QUALIFIED TO SIGN THE PETI TI ON. A PROCEEDI NG UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL
HAVE PREFERENCE OVER ALL OTHER CI VI L ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS.

7. THE SUCCESSFUL PARTY TO THE PROCEEDI NG SHALL FI LE A CERTI FI ED COPY
OF THE DECI SI ON AND ORDER W TH THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

S 14. REFERENDUM 1. A REFERENDUM TO DETERM NE THE QUESTI ON OF CREAT-
I NG A NEW COUNTY SHALL BE HELD AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON OCCURRI NG NO
LESS THAN SI XTY DAYS AFTER THE FI RST OCCURRI NG OF ElI THER OF THE FOLLOW
I NG TWO EVENTS:

(A) THE EXPI RATION OF THI RTY DAYS FROM THE DETERM NATI ON OF THE COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SUSTAI NI NG THE LEGAL SUFFI CI ENCY OF THE PETI TI ON  AND
NO PROCEEDI NG HAVI NG BEEN | NSTI TUTED TO REVI EW SAME; OR

(B) THE FILING OF A FINAL ORDER WTH THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
VWH CH SUSTAI NS THE PETI TI ON AFTER A COURT PROCEEDI NG TO REVI EW

2. THE PROCEDURE FOR THE REFERENDUM SHALL BE PURSUANT TO THE ELECTI ON
LAW

3. EACH RESI DENT I N THE TERRI TORY PROPOSED TO BE THE NEW COUNTY WHO | S
A QUALI FI ED ELECTOR | N A GENERAL ELECTI ON MAY VOTE | N THE REFERENDUM

4. THE FORM OF THE PROPOSI TI ON SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS: "SHALL THE TERRI -

TORY GENERALLY DESCRI BED AS . ............. (DESCRI BE TERRI TORY) BE
ESTABLISHED AS A NEW COUNTY TOBE CALLED ........oooovun... (NAME OF
COUNTY) 2

5. IF THE MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST ON SUCH REFERENDUM BE |IN THE
AFFI RVATI VE, THE REFERENDUM SHALL BE ADOPTED AND THE NEW COUNTY SHALL BE
CREATED.

6. |IF THE MAJORITY OF VOTES CAST AT SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE ADVERSE
TO THE CREATI ON OF THE NEW COUNTY, NO COUNTY SHALL BE CREATED AND NO
PETI TION FOR THE CREATI ON OF SUCH COUNTY FROM THE SAME TERRI TORY MAY BE
FILED FOR A PERIOD OF FI VE YEARS FROM THE DATE SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL
HAVE BEEN DEFEATED.

S 15. EFFECTI VE DATE; TRANSI TION PERI OD. 1. VWHEN A REFERENDUM HAS BEEN
APPROVED,  PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE, THE NEW COUNTY SHALL BE DEEMED
CREATED AND EFFECTI VE UPON THE ADOPTI ON OF THE REFERENDUM CERTI FI ED BY
THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, AND SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO PERFORM
ALL ACTS NECESSARY TO EFFECT A TRANSI TI ON OF AUTHORI TY TO THE NEW COUN-
TY.

2. FOR THE PURPOSES OF EXERCI SI NG ALL GOVERNVENTAL FUNCTI ONS, THE NEW
COUNTY SHALL BE DEEMED EFFECTIVE ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY NEXT
SUCCEEDI NG THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON AT WHI CH COUNTY ELECTI VE OFFI CERS
ARE ELECTED.

3. ALL COUNTY ELECTI VE OFFI CERS PURSUANT TO THI'S ARTICLE SHALL BE
ELECTED AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON AFTER THE REFERENDUM | S APPROVED.

4. AS PROVI DED BY TH S ARTI CLE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS SHALL BE THE
LEG SLATI VE BODY OF THE NEW COUNTY. NOTH NG HEREIN SHALL PRECLUDE THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF A LEGQ SLATI VE BODY OTHER THAN A BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS,
PURSUANT TO LAW

5. NOTHI NG HEREI' N SHALL PRECLUDE A NEW COUNTY FROM SELECTI NG A CHARTER
OR OTHER ALTERNATI VE FORM OF GOVERNMENT AS PERM TTED BY LAW

6. DURI NG THE TRANSI TI ON PERI OO BETWEEN THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE
COUNTY AND THE EFFECTI VE DATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXERCI SI NG ALL GOVERN-
MENTAL FUNCTI ONS, THE SUPERVI SORS OF EACH OF THE TOWNS CONSTI TUTI NG THE
NEW COUNTY SHALL BE EMPOANERED TO ACT AS AN | NTERI M BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS.
SAID BOARD SHALL HAVE ALL THE RI GHTS, PRI VILEGES, FUNCTI ONS, AND PONERS
CONFERRED ON COUNTI ES AND MUNI Cl PAL  CORPORATIONS AND SHALL TAKE ALL
ACTI ONS NECESSARY TO EFFECT A TRANSI TI ON TO THE NEW COUNTY GOVERNMENT,
I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY, PERSONAL
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PROPERTY, BOOKS, RECORDS, EMPLOYEES, THE AUTHORI TY TO ENTER | NTO AGREE-
MENTS, | NCLUDI NG THE APPORTI ONMVENT OF LI ABILITIES, TO ADOPT A BUDGET,
H RE EMPLOYEES, LEVY TAXES, AND BORROW MONEY. ANY ACTI ON BY THE | NTERIM
BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS SHALL BE APPROVED BY A UNANI MOUS VOTE.

7. ANY TAXES LEVI ED OR COLLECTED AND ANY OTHER CHARGES LEVI ED BY THE
EXI STI NG COUNTY FOR THE TRANSI TION PERIGD ON THE TERRITORY WH CH HAS
BECOVE A NEW COUNTY SHALL BE UTI LI ZED TO CONTI NUE SERVI CES AND FUNCTI ONS
FOR WHI CH THE EXI STI NG COUNTY | S STI LL RESPONSI BLE AND TO FUND THE TRAN-
SITION EXPENSES OF THE NEW COUNTY, UNLESS THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES OTHER-
W SE AGREE.

S 16. DI SPCSI TI ON OF PROPERTY. 1. EXCEPT AS NMAY BE PROVIDED IN AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES, AS AUTHORI ZED BY SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON, ALL COUNTY OMNED REAL COR PERSONAL PROPERTY, AND
RIGHTS IN REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO
STREETS, AVENUES, ROADS, H GHWAYS, BRI DGES, BUI LDI NGS, PARKS, OPEN LANDS
LOCATED I N THE NEWLY CREATED COUNTY, SHALL BECOMVE THE PROPERTY OF SAID
NEW COUNTY.

2. AT ANY TI ME DURI NG THE TRANSI TI ON PERI OD DEFI NED | N SUBDI VI SI ON SI X
OF SECTION FI FTEEN OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE GOVERNI NG BOARDS OF THE AFFECTED
COUNTIES SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO AGREE ON THE RETENTION, DI VI SION, OR
OTHER DI SPOSI TI ON, EI THER W TH OR W THOUT CONSI DERATI ON, OF REAL AND
PERSONAL PRCOPERTY AND RIGHTS I N REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY W THI N THE
AFFECTED COUNTI ES. ANY SUCH AGREEMENT SHALL BE IN WRI TI NG AND SHALL BE
APPROVED BY THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES. SUCH AGREEMENT MAY PROVI DE FOR THE
EXECUTI ON OF ANY DEEDS OR | NSTRUMENTS AFFECTI NG RETENTI ON, DI VI SI ON, OR
OTHER DI SPCSI TION OF SUCH PROPERTY, EI THER WTH OR W THOUT CONSI DER-
ATI ON.

S 17. ASSUMPTI ON OF DEBT. 1. EXCEPT AS MAY BE PROVI DED | N AN AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES, AS AUTHORI ZED BY SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S
SECTI ON, ANY | NDEBTEDNESS, OR LIABILITIES, OR I NTEREST THEREON ATTRI -
BUTED TO THE PRE- EXI STI NG COUNTY, SHALL BE A CHARCE UPON AND SHALL BE
PAID BY EACH COUNTY AS THE SAME SHALL BECOVE DUE AND PAYABLE, I N THE
SAME PROPORTION TO THE WHOLE OF ANY SUCH | NDEBTEDNESS, LIABILITY, OR
I NTEREST AS EACH AFFECTED COUNTY'S TAX CONTRI BUTI ON. NOTHI NG HEREI N
SHALL PRECLUDE THE NEW COUNTY FROM PAYING IN FULL ITS PROPORTION OF
| NDEBTEDNESS AND LIABILITIES. [IN THE CASE OF LI ABI LI TI ES RELATI NG TO
EMPLOYEE COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENTS AND RETI REMENT  OBLI GATI ONS,
THE NEW COUNTY SHALL NOT BE BOUND BY SAI D AGREEMENTS AND SHALL ONLY BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR LI ABI LI TI ES SUCH AS ACCUMULATED VACATI ON, SICK LEAVE,
AND RETI REMENT COSTS FOR THOSE EMPLOYEES ACTUALLY TRANSFERRED TO THE NEW
COUNTY. THE NEW COUNTY SHALL NOT HAVE RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR THE LI ABI LI TI ES
AND | NDEBTEDNESS FOR ANY EXI STI NG SPECI AL DI STRI CT OR SPECI AL FUND VWHERE
THE NEW COUNTY IS NOI' PART OF SAID SPECI AL DI STRI CT OR BENEFI TTED BY
SAI D SPECI AL FUND. A NEW COUNTY SHALL NOT HAVE ANY OTHER CONTRI BUTI ON
FOR | NDEBTEDNESS OR LI ABI LI TI ES EXCEPT AS PROVI DED BY THI S SECTI ON.

2. AT ANY TI ME DURI NG THE TRANSI TI ON PERI OD DEFI NED | N SUBDI VI S| ON SI X
OF SECTION FI FTEEN OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE GOVERNI NG BOARDS COF THE AFFECTED
COUNTIES SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO AGREE TO THE PROPORTI ONS, | F ANY, OF
THE VARI QUS TYPES OF | NDEBTEDNESS, CONTRACT, OR OTHER LIABILITIES, AND
| NTEREST THEREON, |F ANY, THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES W LL ASSUVE AND AGREE TO
PAY. SUCH PROPORTI ONS MAY BE BASED ON ANY EQUI TABLE BASI S.

3. (A THE TERM "TAX CONTRI BUTI ON' SHALL MEAN EACH COUNTY' S CONTRI B-
UTI ON TO THE GENERAL FUND OF THE PRE-EXI STING COUNTY BASED UPON |[|TS
CONTRI BUTI ON  OF SALES TAX, IF ANY, AND REAL PROPERTY TAX. SAI D PROPOR-
TION SHALL I NI TIALLY BE BASED UPON THE FI NDI NGS OF THE FEASI BI LI TY STUDY
PREPARED PURSUANT TO SECTION ELEVEN OF TH'S ARTICLE. THE  FINAL



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 4443 6 A. 6346

PROPORTI ONS SHALL BE ADJUSTED AFTER THE NEW COUNTY' S FI RST COVPLETE YEAR
OF OPERATION UTILIZING ACTUAL SALES TAX REVENUE COLLECTI ONS FOR SAID
YEAR, AND THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR THE LAST FULL YEAR OF THE UNDI -
VI DED EXI STI NG COUNTY.

(B) THE TERM "| NDEBTEDNESS" AND " CONTRACT OR OTHER LI ABI LI TI ES" SHALL
NOT | NCLUDE LI ABI LI TI ES UNDER COLLECTI VE BARGAI Nl NG AGREEMENTS, | NDEBT-
EDNESS EVIDENCED BY (1) TAX ANTI Cl PATI ON NOTES, REVENUE ANTI Cl PATI ON
NOTES, OR BUDGET NOTES, OR (I1) EVIDENCED BY SERIAL BONDS OR CAPITAL
NOTES HAVING A MAXIMUM MATURITY OF LESS THAN THREE YEARS WH CH WERE
| SSUED OR ARE TO BE | SSUED TO FI NANCE AN OBJECT OR PURPOSE OTHER THAN A
CAPI TAL | MPROVEMENT, OR OTHER THAN THE ACQUI SI TI ON OF EQUI PMENT FOR
VH CH THE PERI OD OF PROBABLE USEFULNESS |S PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH A OF
SECTI ON 11. 00 OF THE LOCAL FI NANCE LAW

S 18. M SCELLANEOQUS PROVISIONS. 1. ALL PROVISIONS OF TH S CHAPTER
SHALL GOVERN THE OPERATI ON OF COUNTI ES CREATED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE,
PROVI DED HOAEVER, THAT NOTHI NG THEREI N SHALL PRECLUDE THE ELECTION OF
ALTERNATI VE FORMS OR THE CHARTER FORM OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AS PROVI DED
BY LAW

2. ALL SPECI AL ACTS AND PARTS OF SPECI AL ACTS RELATING TO THE PRE- EX-
| STI NG COUNTY AND | N FORCE THEREI N ON THE DATE THE NEW COUNTY | S CREATED
AND NOT | NCONSI STENT WTH THI S ARTI CLE, SHALL CONTI NUE I N FULL FORCE AND
EFFECT IN THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES, AS THOUGH THE NEW COUNTY HAD BEEN I N
EXI STENCE AT THE Tl ME OF PASSAGE OF SAI D ACTS AND AS THOUGH THE NAME OF
THE NEW COUNTY HAD APPEARED | N SAI D ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS, EXCEPT THAT
ANY CHARTER LAW ADOPTED BY THE STATE LEQ SLATURE SHALL NOT BE APPLI CABLE
TO THE NEW COUNTY.

3. EMPLOYEES TRANSFERRED WHEN A COUNTY |S CREATED PURSUANT TO THI'S
ARTI CLE SHALL BE TRANSFERRED W THOUT FURTHER EXAM NATI ON OR QUALI FI CA-
TI ON AND SHALL RETAI N THEI R RESPECTI VE Cl VIL SERVI CE CLASSI FI CATI ON AND
STATUS. ANY EMPLOYEE WHO AT THE TI ME OF SUCH TRANSFER HAS A TEMPORARY OR
PROVI SI ONAL  APPOI NTMENT SHALL BE TRANSFERRED SUBJECT TO THE SAME RI GHT
OF REMOVAL EXAM NATI ON, OR TERM NATI ON AS THOUGH SUCH TRANSFER HAD NOT
BEEN MADE.

4. THE CREATI ON OF A NEW COUNTY SHALL NOT AFFECT THE BOUNDARI ES OF ANY
CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CT, SENATE DI STRI CT, OR ASSEMBLY DI STRI CT.

5. NOTHI NG HEREI N SHALL BE DEEMED TO LIMT THE AUTHORI TY OF THE LEG S-
LATURE TO CREATE COUNTIES OR OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTS PURSUANT TO THE
STATE CONSTI TUTI ON.

6. DURI NG THE TRANSI TION PERIOD PROVIDED FOR IN TH'S ARTICLE, ALL
LOCAL LAWS, ORDI NANCES, RULES, OR REGULATI ONS OF THE PRE- EXI STI NG UNDI -
VI DED COUNTY SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT. SAID LOCAL LAWS,
ORDI NANCES, RULES, AND REGULATI ONS MAY BE FURTHER EXTENDED BY THE | NTER-
IM BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS FOR A PERI 0D NOT TO EXCEED ONE YEAR AFTER THE
END OF SAI D TRANSI TI ON PERI OD.

7. DURI NG THE TRANSI TI ON PERI OD, THE EXI STI NG COUNTY SHALL CONTI NUE TO
RENDER TO AND PERFORM ALL THOSE FUNCTI ONS AND SERVI CES WHI CH | T RENDERED
AND PERFORMED UPON THE DATE OF THE FI LI NG OF THE PETI TION W TH THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, UNLESS OTHERW SE AGREED TO BY THE AFFECTED COUNTI ES.

S 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or
part of this act shall be adjudged by a court of conpetent jurisdiction
to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or invalidate the
remai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the cl ause,
par agr aph, section, or part thereof, directly involved in the controver-
sy in which such judgnent shall have been rendered.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



