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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 16, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROBERTS, COOK -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
ARROYO, BRENNAN, CROUCH, GOTTFRI ED, HOOPER, SCHI MEL -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to public notification of a
reduction in force of any fire district, municipal, tow or any other
| ocal fire departnment

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The labor law is anended by adding a new article 17-A to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 17-A
PUBLI C FI RE SAFETY
SECTI ON 480. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT.
481. PROCEDURES FOR A REDUCTI ON | N FORCE.

S 480. LEGQ SLATIVE FIND NGS AND |NTENT. THE RESI DENTS OF NEW YORK
STATE HAVE THE RI GHT TO OBTAI N NECESSARY FI RE PREVENTI ON AND FI RE SAFETY
SERVICES. |IT IS THE PUBLIC POLICY OF TH S STATE TO PROMOTE A SAFE ENVI -
RONVENT FOR RESI DENTS AND PROTECT SUCH RESI DENTS FROM RESI DENTI AL AND
COMMVERCI AL FI RES.

THEREFORE, |IT |S THE INTENT OF THI S LEG SLATURE TO ENSURE THAT RESI -
DENTS ARE FULLY AWARE OF ANY REDUCTI ON I N SUCH PROTECTI VE AND PREVENTI VE
MEASURES BY REQUI RING A PUBLI C HEARI NG PRI OR TO ANY REDUCTION I N FORCE
OF A MUNI Cl PAL, TOAN, OR ANY OTHER LOCAL FI RE DEPARTMENT.

S 481. PROCEDURES FOR A REDUCTION I N FORCE. 1. AT LEAST SI X MONTHS I N
ADVANCE OF A PROPCSED REDUCTION IN FORCE OF ANY FIRE DI STRICT, MU Cl -
PAL, TOAN, OR ANY OTHER LOCAL FI RE DEPARTMENT, THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY
I N WH CH SUCH FI RE DEPARTMENT | S LOCATED ARE HEREBY REQUI RED TO ESTAB-
LISH AN ADVI SORY COW TTEE ON THE PROPCSED REDUCTI ON TO | NVESTI GATE THE
| MPACT OF SUCH REDUCTION ON THE ABILITY OF SAID FIRE DEPARTMENT TO
ADEQUATELY PREVENT AND SUPPRESS FI RES | N SUCH LOCATI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. THE FACTORS TO BE CONSI DERED BY THE COWMM TTEE I N THE | MPACT STATE-
MENT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO

(A) THE CURRENT DUTI ES PERFORVED BY FlI RE PERSONNEL;

(B) PGCSSI BLE | MPACT OF THE REDUCTI ON FI RE RESPONSE TI ME;

(© THE EFFECT SUCH REDUCTI ON WOULD HAVE ON AUXI LI ARY FI RE DEPARTMENT
SERVI CES | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO  EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS, TRAI NI NG
AND PROTECTI VE SERVI CES;

3. (A SUCH | MPACT STATEMENT SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE GOVERNI NG AUTHOR-
| TY AND BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON. SUCH GOVERNI NG AUTHORI -
TY SHALL PUBLISH A NOTICE OF SUCH PROPOSED REDUCTI ON I N FORCE I N AT
LEAST ONE NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL ClI RCULATION IN THE COVWUNI TY ONCE A WEEK
FOR TWO WEEKS, AND SHALL POST A NOTI CE CONSPI CUOUSLY I N THE AFFECTED
LOCALI TY, WHI CH SHALL ALSO BE Cl RCULATED TO ELECTED STATE AND LOCAL
PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS WHO REPRESENT THE AFFECTED COVMUNI TI ES.

(B) AFTER THE STATEMENT HAS BEEN FI LED AND Cl RCULATED, THE GOVERNI NG
AUTHORI TY, SHALL HOLD A PUBLI C HEARI NG TO EVALUATE THE | MPACT OF THE
PROPOSED REDUCTI ON | N FORCE ON THE AFFECTED LOCALI TY. SUCH HEARI NG SHALL
BE HELD WTHI N SIXTY DAYS OF THE | SSUANCE OF THE | MPACT STATEMENT AT
TI MES AND PLACES CONVENI ENT AND ACCESSI BLE TO THE PUBLI C. NOTI CE OF SUCH
HEARI NG SHALL BE PUBLI SHED BY SUCH GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY I N AT LEAST ONE
NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL ClI RCULATION | N THE LOCALITY ONCE A WEEK FOR TWD
WEEKS, AND SHALL BE POSTED CONSPI CUOUSLY | N THE AFFECTED LOCALITY, AND
SHALL ALSO BE Cl RCULATED TO ELECTED STATE AND LOCAL PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS WHO
REPRESENT THE AFFECTED COVMUNI TI ES. AT SUCH HEARI NG, FACTORS ENUMERATED
I N SUBDI VI SION TWDO OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSI DERED AND ALTERNATI VES
MAY BE PRESENTED BY | NTERESTED PARTI ES.

(© THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY SHALL RENDER A DECI SI ON AT A REGULAR OR
SPECI AL MEETI NG THE RESULTS OF WHI CH SHALL BE RECORDED AND MADE AVAI L-
ABLE TO THE PUBLI C.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



