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STATE OF NEW YORK

5940
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 9, 2015

Introduced by M of A DenDEKKER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the benevol ent orders |law, the general nunicipal |aw,
the general city law, the mlitary |law and the real property tax |aw,
inrelation to declaring the Vietnam Veterans of Anerica to be a
benevol ent order and granting such organization various benefits
avai l able to specified veterans' organizations; and to anmend the
public buildings law, in relation to setting aside space in the capi-
tol for use as quarters of the Vietnam Veterans of Anerica

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2 of the benevolent orders |law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision 59 to read as foll ows:

59. THE VI ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA, OR ANY SUBORDI NATE CHAPTER THER-
EOF, VHI CH IS DULY CHARTERED BY AND | NSTI TUTED ACCORDI NG TO THE CONSTI -
TUTI ON AND LAWS OF THAT ORGANI ZATI ON.

S 2. Section 7 of the benevolent orders |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 16-i to read as foll ows:

16-1. ANY NUMBER OF CHARTERS OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA,
CHARTERED AND | NSTALLED ACCORDI NG TO THE REGULATI ONS OF THAT ORGANI ZA-
TI ON;

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 77 of the general nunicipal law, as
anended by chapter 1013 of the laws of 1969, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. A nunicipal corporation may |ease, for not exceeding five years, to
a post or posts of the Grand Arnmy of the Republic, Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States, Anerican Legion, Catholic War Veterans, Inc.,
Di sabled Anerican Veterans, the Arny and Navy Union, U S. A, Mrine
Cor ps League, AMVETS, Anerican Veterans of World War |1, Jewish War
Veterans of the United States, Inc., Italian American War Veterans of
the United States, Incorporated, Masonic War Veterans of the State of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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New York, Inc., Veterans of Wrld War | of the United States of Anerica
Depart nent of New York, Inc., Polish-Anmerican Veterans of World War 11
Ansterdam N Y., [Inc., Polish-Anerican Veterans of Wrld War |1, Sche-
nectady, N. Y., 1Inc., Polish Legion of American Veterans, Inc., VIETNAM
VETERANS OF AMERICA or other veteran organization of honor abl y
di scharged nenbers of the arned forces of the United States or to an
i ncor porated organi zati on or an association of either active or exenpt
volunteer firenen, a public building or part thereof, belonging to such
muni ci pal corporation, except school houses in actual use as such, wth-
out expense, or at a nomnal rent, fixed by the board or council having
charge of such buildings and provide furniture and furnishings, and
heat, light and janitor service therefor, in |ike manner.

S 4. Section 13 of the general city |law, as separately anended by
chapters 14 and 982 of the |aws of 1965, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 13. Moneys for Menorial and Veterans days; how expended. The noneys
appropriated by a city for observance of Menorial and Veterans days
therein pursuant to section twelve of this <chapter shall be expended
under the direction of a board conposed of the mayor and the conmanders
and quartermasters of the Grand Arny posts, the Anerican Legion, the
United Spanish War Veterans canps, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States, the Arnmy and Navy Union of the United States, the Marine
Corps League, Inc., the Catholic War Veterans, Inc., the Italian Aneri-

can War Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, the Jewi sh War
Veterans of the United States and commanders and treasurers of Sons of
Veterans, Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, 1Inc., D sabled Anerican
Vet erans canps, AMWETS, Anerican Veterans of World War |1, Masonic War

Veterans of the State of New York, Inc., Veterans of Wrld War | of the
United States of Anerica Departnent of New York, Inc., Polish-American

Veterans of World War 11, Anmsterdam N. Y., Inc., Polish-American Veter-
ans of World War 11, Schenectady, N. Y., Inc., Polish Legion of Anerican
Veterans, Inc., United Veteran's Association of Anerica, I|ncorporated,

VI ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA and the United Veterans Menorial and Execu-
tive Commttee of such city. The whol e anmount of such noney appropri ated
or any part thereof may be spent by such board in observance of Menoria
and Veterans days. Bills properly verified for all clains and expendi-
tures arising under section twelve of this chapter or under this
section, shall be presented to and audited by such board and shall be
paid by the comon council of any such city. The nobneys appropri ated
shall be raised by tax on the real and personal property liable to taxa-
tion in any such city in the sanme manner as the ordinary expenses of
mai ntai ning the city governnent.

S b. Subdi vision 3 of section 24 of the mlitary |aw, as anended by
chapter 141 of the laws of 1988, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. He is authorized to request and accept from incorporated associ-
ations of veterans of the different reginents, statenents and i nform-
tion duly authenticated by them descriptive of their colors, standards
and battle flags, together wth the nunber and class of arms of the
regiment, the date and place of nuster into the service of the state and
also into the service of the United States, the period of service, and
the date and place of nuster-out, the date of departure for the seat of
war, and the various battles and engagenents and places of service,
i ncluding garrison duty, the tine of joining brigades, corps and arm es,
with the time and nature of the service, and the nanes of col onels of
such regiments, the names of those killed in action, including those who
di ed of wounds, and the names of those who died of disease during their
period of service. He is further authorized to ask the cooperati on and
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assi stance of the adjutant-general of the United States, and of the
city, county and town authorities and officials, and of the Gand Arny
of the Republic, the Mlitary Order of the Loyal Legion, the United
Spani sh War Veterans, the Anerican Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
the Jewish War Veterans of the United States, Inc. , the Catholic \War
Veterans, Inc. , the Italian American War Veterans of the United States,
I ncorporated, the Polish Legion of American Veterans, Inc., VIETNAM
VETERANS OF AMERI CA and of other organi zations and persons in the state
of New York and el sewhere in the collection of such other information,
relics, nenorials and battle flags as is contenplated by this article,
in order to make as conplete as possible the records, history and
statistics of the patriotic service of the soldiers of the state during
the wars in which the state parti ci pat ed.

S 6. Paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 183 of the mlitary |aw,
as anended by chapter 141 of the laws of 1988, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

b. On application of one or nore posts or chapters of the United Span-
ish War Veterans, the Anerican Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States, the D sabled Arerican Veterans, the AWETS, Anerican
Veterans of World War 11, the Jewi sh War Veterans of the United States,
Inc., the Catholic War Veterans, Inc., the Italian Ameri can War Veterans
of the United States, Incorporated, the Polish Legion of Anerican Veter-
ans, 1Inc., the Arny and Navy Union of the United States of Anerica,
VI ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA, posts of the Masonic War Veterans of the
state of New York, Incorporated, or groups or squadrons of New York
Wng, Civil Air Patrol, or of incorporated associations of veterans of
units of the organized mlitia, or one or nore posts or chapters of
organi zati ons of sons of veterans of any war of the United States or of
the Reserve Oficers Association of the United States, or those historic
mlitary conmands set forth in section two hundred forty-a of [the] this
chapter, approved by the officer in charge and control of the arnory,
and by his mlitary superiors as prescribed by regul ati ons i ssued pursu-
ant to this chapter and under such restrictions as nay be prescribed by
the adjutant general, the officer in charge and control of an arnory
shal |l provide a proper and conveni ent room or roons or other appropriate
space in such arnory where such posts or chapters may hold regular and
special nmeetings and organizational social events of a private nature
wi t hout the paynent of any charge or expense therefor, provided that
such use does not interfere with the nenbers and units of the organized
mlitia stationed in such arnory.

S 7. Subdivision 1 of section 452 of the real property tax law, as
anended by chapter 610 of the laws of 1960, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Real property owned by a corporation, association or post conposed
of veterans of the Grand Arny of the Republic, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Di sabl ed Anerican Veterans, the United Spanish War Veterans, the Jew sh
War Veterans of the United States, Inc., Catholic Wr Veterans, Inc.,
the Anerican Legion, AWETS, Anerican Veterans of World War |1, Italian
American War Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, Masonic Wr
Veterans of the State of New York, Incorporated, VIETNAM VETERANS OF
AMERI CA and any ot her corporation or association of veterans of the
armed forces of the United States in any war, actually and excl usively
used and occupi ed by such corporation, association or post shall be
exenpt from taxation and exenpt from special ad valoremlevies and
speci al assessnents to the extent provided in section four hundred nine-
ty of this chapter
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S 8. The public buildings |law is anended by adding a new section 5-b
to read as foll ows:

S 5-B. QUARTERS FOR VI ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA. THERE SHALL BE SET
ASI DE, WHEN AVAI LABLE, SU TABLY FURNI SHED SPACE BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF
GENERAL SERVI CES, IN THE CAPI TOL, FOR THE USE AS QUARTERS OF THE VI ETNAM
VETERANS OF AMERI CA, NEW YORK STATE COUNCI L, I N THE TRANSACTION OF I TS
BUSI NESS AND PRESERVATI ON OF | TS RECORDS. SUCH QUARTERS SHALL BE UNDER
THE CHARGE OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE VI ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERI CA, NEW YORK
STATE COUNCI L, AND SUCH OFFI CERS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF SUCH ORGANI ZATI ON AS
H S OR HER SUCCESSOR MAY APPQO NT.

S 9. This act shall take effect imediately.



